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UNTTED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

. FLORENCE DURYEE HOWE AND JOIIN EDWARD HOWE, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.,
ASSIGNORS TO THEMSELVES AND J. REED LITTELL, OF SAME PLACE.

SKIRT AND WAIST SUPPORTING DEVICE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 625,334, dated May 23,1899.
Application filed May 5, 1897, Serial No, 635,164, (No model.)

To all whom it may concerv:

Be it known that we, FLORENCE DURYEE
Howr and JOHN EDWARD HOWE, citizens of
the United States, residing at New York, in

5 the county of New York and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
Impr ovements in Skirt and Waist Supporting
Devices; and we do hereby declare that the
followmfr is a full, clear, and exact descrip-

1o tionot the invention, which will enable others |

skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

This invention relates to that class of sup-

porting devices which embody a safety-pin

r5 adapted to be held in connection with a belt

and arranged to secure and support the skirt

in proper relation to the belt and waist-line.

Ordinarily in the wearing of shirt-waists

and belts in feminine apparel considerable in-

20 convenience and disadvantage are occasioned

by reason of the skirt sagging below the belt

and the lower edge of the shirt-waist drawing

up above the belt. Various securing and

supporting devices have been devised for re-

25 taining the skirt in connection with or proper

161&131011 to the belt; but generally these de--

vices are designed only for the supporting ot

the skirt, leaving the shirt-waist disconnect-

ed and free to slip up from normal position.

30 Suchdeviceshavealsonotbeen usually adapt-

ed for adjustment with relation to different

sizes or widths of belts, so that unless em-

ployed in connection with 2 fixed or standard

width of belt they are liable to be generally

35 ineffective in the purpose for which they are

designed and are apt to expose portions of

the device or the waistband of the garment

below the belt. Previous supporting devices

of thisclasshavealso been generally designed

40 for co

cured upon the garments, which construction

and mranﬂemem aTe dlsadvantageous and 1 in-
convement in practical use.

The object of our invention is to provide a

15 simpleandimproved supporting device of the

character above set forth w hich will be adapt-

ed for e
used in connection with either wide or narrow

belts without exposing parts of the device or

o waistband of the garments, which will con-

nection with hooks and buttons se- |

fective adjustment, so that 1t can be |

]

sectional view, on an approximately normal

the body of thedevice, Whlch is appmmmately |

| secure and proper relative position and serve

to at all times effectively conceal the waist-
bands in rear of either a narrow or wide belt,
which will obviate the employment of hooks 55
or buttons upon the garments, and which will,
furthermore, possess advantages in point of
convenience, adaptability, inexpensiveness,
ease of adjustment and operation, adjustabil- -
ity, effectiveness, and general efficiency. 60
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view, on an enlarged s‘cale, showing our im-
proved supporting device in connection with
a skirt and shirt-waist and a wide belt, parts
of the belt being broken away to show the
back portwn of thedevice. Fig.21saperspec-
tive view, on an enlarged qcale, showing the
back portion of the supporting device and
illustrating the position and adjustment of
the same in relation to a narrow belt. Iig. 3
is a vertical transverse sectional view of the

70

| supporting device, on an enlarged scale, illus-

trating the adjustment of the supporting-pin
with respect to variations in the width or size
of the belt. Fig. 4 is a vertical transverse

scale, showing the supporting devige in con-
nection with the skirt and shirt-waist and
illustrating its adjustment with relation to a
wide belt. Fig. 51s a sectional view corre-
sponding to Fig. 4 and illustrating the adjust-
ment of the supporting device with respect to
anarrow belt. Fig.61s a detail horizontal sec-
tional view takenontheline 6 6,Fig.3, the sup-
porting-pin beingin the upper socketin the Po-
sition used for narrow belts. Fig.71isa detail
horizontal sectional view taken on the line7 7,
Fig. 3, the supporting-pin being in the lower
socket in the position used for wide belts.
Fig, 8isarear elevation, on an appmmmately 9o
nor malseale, 11111813[‘&13111”& modlﬁeatmn inthe
construction of the b&ek plate.
Corresponding parts in all the figures are
denoted by the same letters of 1eference
Referring to the drawings, A designates

80'
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U shape, compmsmn‘ a front plate ¢ and a
back plate ¢’, said plates being approximately
parallel and connected at their top ends by
the bridge or cross piece a¢® The front and
back plates may be integrally formed of a

jointly hold both the skirt and shirt- Wmst in | smfrle piece of metal, or the front plate may
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be formed 1n a separate piece, secured by riv-
eting or in any other suitable manner to the
baek plate, as desired.

In practice the body A is hooked over the

top edge of the belt B, as shown in Kigs.1 to

5,,.il:uelusiveJ so that the top bridge or cross

plece rests or hangs upon the top edge of the
belt, with the front or face plate a projecting
- downwardly over the 0ute1 face of the belt,
while the back plate ¢’ extends dewnwaldly |
| said back pla,te bent upwardly from the lower

against the inner face of the belt.

The front plate ¢ may be ornamented, as
shown at o, Fig. 1, with any suitable design
Or in any desil‘ed manner, or 1t may be ar-
ranged to carry a portrait in miniature or be
enameled in colors.

- Connected with the inner or back plate a’
iIsapin C,whichmay beof anyordinary safety-
pin construction, embodying a-top cross bar
orarm ¢ and adapted to have itsfree spring-
arm ¢’ inserted through both the top edge or
wailstband s of the skirt S and through the

~ lower edge or waistband s’ of the shirt-waist

25

30

- cal adjustment of. the securing-pin our im-

35
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 relation to the supporting dewee in which po-

6o

S’, so that the pin serves to retain and hold
1n proper relative position, in connection with
the belt, both the skirt and shirt-waist.

The securing-pin is connected with and
supported by the inner or back portion of the
body A and is vertically adjustable with re-
lation thereto.
plate of the device. By means of this verti-
proved device is adapted for effeetlve and
convenient use upon both broad and narrow
belts. For instance, when used in connec-
tion with a broad belt, as shown in Figs. 1
and 4 of the drawings, the pin will be placed
at its lowest point of adjustment with rela-
tion to the back plate a’, in which position
the width or breadth of the belt will serve to
entirely conceal the pin and the adjoining
waistbands or edges of the skirt and shirt-
waist and at the same time the skirt will hang
or be supported in its proper relative posi-
tion with respect to the waist-line; but when
a narrow belt is used if the pin were in fixed
adjustment with relation to the device the
waistband of the skirt would show below
the belt or the skirt would hang too low.
Therefore by means of our improved con-
struetion and arrangement, embodying the
vertically-adjustable relation between the se-
curing-pin and the supporting or suspending
device, when a narrow belt is used the pin is
adjusted to its upper or higher pOSltIOIl with

sition it will serve to retain the waist-bands or
adjoining edges of both the skirt and shirt-
waist in full concealment back of the belt and
at the same time permit of the proper relative
hanging of the skirt with relation to the waist-
line. . In carrying out this vertically-adjust-

“able relation between the securing-pin and
the suppmtmﬂ' device we prefertoprovide the
back plate a’ with two transverse horizontal
sockets, one above the other, the lower socket

tance below the top of the supporting device

‘at r, or in any other suitable manner.
socket-plate may extend entirely across the
! back plate a’, butis preferably formed of two
~arms or plates, as herein shown, arranged

The pin is also, preferably,
pivotally mounted with relation to the back

N
--I‘l -
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| being preferably at the bottom edge of the

back plate and the upper socket some dis-

these sockets being adapted to hold and re-
tain the top cross bar or arm ¢ of the pin.

, 70

The sockets may be formed by platesorarms -

a® @, arranged upon the rear face of the hack .

plate ¢’. These plates or arms may be an in-
tegral part of the back plate a’, as shown in
the drawings, being formed by extensions of

end thereof and with relation to the rear face
of sald back plate and having their top ends
secured to the latter by riveting, as shown
The

at each side the back plate. The socket-

plates a® ¢ extend in approximately par allel

position with relation to the back plate ¢’and
are bent to form the sockets for the top arm
¢ of the pin. Thus at their bottom ends, at

the point of connection with the bottom edge

75
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of the back plate &', the socket plates or arms

are bent in curved form to form a transverse

eye or loop @', which provides the lower or
_ In like manner in a point
near their upper secured ends the socket |

bottom socket.

plates or arms are bent outwardly in curved

95

form to form a transverse projecting eye or

loop a’,which providesthe upper or top socket.
The eye or loop bends forming the socketsare
preferably of approximately eircular contour
to best conform to and to receive and retain
the eylmd1 ical fixed rod or arm ¢ of the se-
curing-pin.

The socket plates or arms are preferably
constructed of spring metal, so that the rod
or arm of the pin will spring into its seat in
the socket and be securely retained therein.

In carrying out this funection and construe-

tion the lower bend, forming the lower socket

ICO

105
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a*, may be indented or projected inwardly at

the top of the curve or circle, as shown at <,

to form a spring mouth or opening or entrance

| between the socket-plate and back plate o' at

the top of the bottom socket. The bend or
curvature forming the top socket projects

115

rearwardly from the socket plate or arm, and

the initial outward and downward curve in
the formation of the circular socket forms an
indenture or projection 7/, providing a spring

mouth or entrance at the inner end of the top

projecting socket a’.
The operation and advantages of our in-

vention will be readily understeod The top

fixed retaining rod or arm of the pin may be
readily slid between the socketarms or plates
@’ and the back plate ¢’ and sprung into its
seat In either the upper or lower sockets.
The construction and arrangement of the
transverse eyes or loops forming the sockets,

as herein set forth, enable a llmlted play of

thesecuring-pin late rally or transversely with
relation o the supporting device A and also
secure the pin in pivotal relation to the lat-

120
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ter, by which the operation of securing the
skirt and shirt-waist to the pin is facilitated
and rendered more convenient. -

Our improved supporting device may be
constructed of silver or other precious metal,
or the ornamented front plate ¢ may be con-
structed of such metal, (when the front plate
and back plate are formed in separate pieces,)
and the rear concealed portion of the device
may be formed of any suitable sheet metal,
orthe entiresupporting device may be formed

of sheet metal of any suitable character or

quality, as desired.

In Fig. S we haveillustrated a modified con-
struction in which the back plate «' is of
skeleton form, cut away, as shown at W, to
conform to the size and shape of the socket
plates or arms ¢®. The back plate ¢’ may be
of any suitable or adapted skeleton form, or
it may be of solid construction, as shown 1n
the other figures of the drawings.

We do not desire to be understood as lim-
iting ourselves to the precise form and de-
tails of construction as herein shown and de-
scribed, as various manifest modifications in
detail features of construction and arrange-
ment may be employed without departing
from the spirit and scope of our invention.
We therefore reserve the right toallsuch va-
riation and modification in structure and ar-
rangement as falls within the spirit and scope
of our invention and the terms of the follow-
ing claims.

Having thus described our invention, we
claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
enf—

1. Agkirt and waistsupporting device, com-
prising a body portion or support adapted to
be suspended in normal fixed relative posi-
tion from the top edge of a belf and provided
with a plurality of sockets in vertical series
and in fixed relation to said support, and a

securing-pin carried in projecting position di-

' rectly upon said support and having a mov-
able connection therewith intoand from said

plurality of sockets, whereby the support
may be used upon different widths of belts
and the pin adjustably seated in the differ-
ent sockets, substantially as set forth.

9. A skirtand waistsupporting device, com-
prising a body portion or support adapted to
be suspended in normal fixed relative posi-
tion from the top edge of a belt and consist-

- ing of a hook-shaped top portion and a back

plate depending therefrom and supplemen-
tary rear members extending upwardly in
approximately parallel relation to the back
plate, said supplementary members being
bent transversely and on difierent planes to
provide the plurality of sockets in vertical
series, and a securing-pin slidably mounted
upon and carried by said support between
the back plate and said outer socket mem-
bers and adjustable vertically between said
members into and from the different sock-
ets, substantially as and for the purpose set
forth. | |
3. Askirtand waistsupporting device, com-
prising a back plate and rear members ex-
tending in approximately parallel relation to

45

50

55

60
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said back plate and separated therefrom by

an intervening space extending vertically

and longitudinally between sockets arranged.

on different horizontal planes, and a secur-

ing-pin having a bar slidably retained and

operating in the space between the back plate
and rear members and adjustable vertically
into and from said different sockets, substan-
tially as set forth. | _
In testimony whereof we affix our signa-
tures in presence of two witnesses. |
FLORENCE DURYEE HOWE.
JOHN EDWARD HOWEL.
Witnesses:
J. REED LITTELL,
WOODVILLE FLEMMING.
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