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To all whom tt may. concern: |
Be it known that I, DEMPSEY T. BRYAN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Rocky

Mount, in the county of Edgecombe and State |

§ of North Carolina, have invented new and
useful-Improvements in Back-Band Buckles,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in

back-band buckles; and it consists in the par-

10 ticularconstruction andarrangement of parts,

“which will be fully described hereinafter and
especlally pointed out in the claims. |

The object of my present invention is to

provide a back-band buckle adapted to hold

15 back-bands of different thicknesses against

endwise movement through the buckle and |

without the use of any teeth, which are very
destructive to a back-band. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
20 a perspective viewof a back-band buckle em-
- bodying my invention. Fig.2 isa transverse
sectional view of thesame, a back-band shown
in position therein.
spective view of the pivoted tongue-frame.

Referring now to the drawings, A is a base
having a downwardly-projecting outwardly-
turned hook b atone edge and at its opposite
- edge an elongated slot C. Ata point between
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the slot and the hook the base is provided

30 with outturned ears D, said ears provided
with perforations F. - -

"G is a tongue-frame provided at one edge |

Fig. 3 is a detached per-

i

oreater than the width of the slot in the base-

frame,thoughitlwould operateif of practically

the same width. By making it wider, how-

ever, as before described, 1t 1s more effective
on very thin back-bands and equally as ef-
fective upon thick back-bands. |
In operation the back-band L is passed
around the outer wall of the slotof the tongue-

frame and its ends carried through the slot

in- the base-frame, as illustrated clearly in
Fig. 2. A pull upon either end of the back-

“band will draw the outer wall of the tongue-

frame slot toward the adjacent face of the
base and lock the back-band against endwise
movement by clamping it between the adja-
cent faces of the base and the outer wall of
the tongue-frame. This construction enables
me to clamp back-bands of any desired thick-
ness and to hold them firmly against endwise

| or slipping movement through the buckle.

The perforations in the ears of -the base-

55

60

frame are preferably larger than the pivotal

projections of the tongue-frame, whereby the
tongue-frame is permitted aslight back-and-
forth and up-and-down movement, the back-
and-forth movement enabling or permitting
the pull of the back-band to properly aline
the outer locking-wall of the tongue-frame
over the slot in the base-frame, whereby it
will be more perfectly clamped between the
adjacent faces of the base and the tongue
frame, and the up-and-down movement of the

- with an outwardly-projecting tongue H and | tongue-frame permits its arm to engage the
at its opposite edge with an elongated slot I.- | inner face of the hook of the base whether the

35 This construction forms a flat outer wall J of |

the tongue-frame, which coéperates,in a man-
ner to be presently described, with the slot in
the base for locking back-bands of various
thicknessesagainst endwiseor slipping move-
40 ments through the buckle. The opposite

end of the tongue-frame, between its slot and

the rear arm, is provided with outwardly-ex-

- tending pivotal projections K, adapted to
enter the perforations of the ears of the base.

45 By reference to Fig. 2 it will be noted that

the slot of the tongue-frame is out of line with
the slot in the base and that the outer wall
of the slot of the tongue-frame is over the slot
in the base.” Attention is also directed to the |
so fact that the outer flat wall of the slot of the

tongue-frameisof a width preferably slightly

|

back-band be thin or thick. Wereit not for

this up-and-down movement permitted by the
difference in the size of the pivotal points of
thetongue-frame and the openings in the ears

of the base-frame, the arm of the tongue-

frame wotuld rest against the inner face of the

‘hook when a thin back-band was used, but

would not engage the inner face of the hook

‘when a thick back-band was used, as will be

readily understood. By permitting this up-
and-down movement before stated the arm
will at all times engage the inner face of the
hook. . - R |

I am aware that it 18 not new to provide a

back-band buckle with a base having a slot

and a tongue-frame having a slot, the band

passing around the tongue and through the
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slot of the tongue and clamped thereby.
these instances however, the wall of the
tongue-frame around which the band passes

‘has been either round or wedge-shaped, like

that shown in my Patent No. 586,008, of July
6, 1897. My present invention differs from

‘both of these in that the clamping tongue-
wall is rectangular, and thereby forms in the

band a flat loop extending at right angles to

the walls of the openinginthe baseand clamps
the band between the adjacent flat surfaces
of the base and the rectangular wall of the

tongue - frame. This elempmﬂ* action does
not tend to cut the band, as I find a wedge-
shaped wall does. The reetanﬂ*ular bar will
not become tight in the base- slot as does a

wedﬂ'e-sheped wall, making it at tlmes diffi-

- cult to get out _and eonsequently the adjust-

. 20

‘ment of the band difficult. Itismuch cheaper

to manufacture, in that the tongue-frame is

stamped from sheet metal, while a tongue- -
frame having a wedge- shaped clamping- Wa,ll i'

must either be cast or forged.
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Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Tetters Pat- ;'
ent, is— .

1. An improved back-band buckle consist-

ing of a base having an elongated band-slot,
a clamping tongue-frame pivoted to the base
at one side of said slot, said frame having an
elongated slot, the outer wall of said slot be-

1ng rectangular in cross-section and resting
over said base-slot and of a width equal to
the width of the said slot; whereby the band
passed therearound is formed into a loop at

right angles to said base-slot and is eclamped

wedging action, substantially as described.

2. Animproved back-band buckle compris-
ing a base having an elongated slot, a tongune- .
frame pivoted to the base at one side of the }

‘slot therein, the tongue-frame provided with |
- an -.elongeted slot o.ut of line with the. slot in |.

In |

theh.base, the outer wall of the tongue-slot be-
ing. practically flat-and of a width equal to
the width of the siot in the base-frame, and

alaterally-movable pivotal connection for the
tongue-frame whereby the outer wall of the

tongue-frame 1s adapted to properly center

50

1tself over the openingin the base and to thus

clamp equally the band at both sides of the

slot in the base and the edges of the tongue-
frame, substantially as deserlbed

- 3. Animproved back-band buckle compris-
1ng a base having an elongated slot, a tongue-
frame having an elongeted slot out of line

with the slot in the base, the outer wall of the

tongue - frame resting over the slot in the

| base, the base having ears provided with an

opening, and the tongue-frame with pivots

smaller in diameter than the opening in the

ears whereby the tongue.-fra,me 1s allowed a

lateral movement in respect to the slotin the
base, substantially as and for the purpose de-

serlbed
4, Animproved back-band buckle compris-

ing a base having an elongated opening at
one side and a hook at 1t‘-3 opposite side, a
| tongue-frame intermediately pivoted to the

base between the tongue and the slot, the

| tongue-frame having an elongated slot the

outer wall of which rests over the slot in the
base, the base having pivotal ears with out-

| ward ly-elongated .openings, the tongue-frame

having laterally-projecting intermediate piv-
ots entering said elongated openings, where-
by the.lower end of the tongue-frame will en-

substantially as described.
In testimony whereof I have her eunto set

I my hand in the presence of two subscubmﬂ'

W1tnesses
.DEMPSEY T. BRYAN.
Witnesses: . :
" Jos. B. RAMSEY,
HARRY ABRAM.
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gage the under side of the hook whether a
| thm or a thick band be inserted in the buckle
between the -adjacent flat surfaces of said:
wall and the base, in contradistinection to the
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