No. 624,394. -- - o Patented May 2, 1899.
C. M. SOUTHWORTH. -
CORSET.

(Application filed Jan., 30, 1899.)

(No Model.) 2 Sheets—Sheet |.

g .

©OCPOeOOOeEeROOO®O©O®OeHO 6

WITNESSES: NVENTOR

THE NORRIS PETERS CO . PHOTO-LITHO. WASHINGTON, . C.




No. 624,394,

Patented M ay. 2, 'I._899. |

C. M. SOUTHWORTH.

CORSET.
(Application filed Jan. 30, 1899.)

2 Sheets—Shest 2.

(No Madel.)

INVENTOR

CLARA M.SouTHWoRTH

WITNESSES

(oS

N/

%

ATTORNLY

THE NORRIS PETERS CO.. PHOTO-LITHO., WASHINETON. [, ©,




+

Io

-~ and usetul improvements in corsets, and has

kS

g

-

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

CLARA M. SOUTHWORTH, OF BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT.

CORSET.

.SPE-CIFIGATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 624,394, _ dated May 2, 1899.
Application filed Jatinary 30, 1899, __Seria'i No. 703,929, (No model.)

To all whom it may conceri: .
Beitknown thatl, CLARA M. SOUTHWORTH,

‘a citizen of the United States, residing at

bridgeport, in the county of Fairfield and
State of Connecticut, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Corsets;
and I do hereby declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and use
the same. —

My invention has reference to certain new

for its object to greatly simplify the construec-
tion of thecorset and to aid materially in pre-
serving the shape of those portions of the
corset formed by the insertion of gore-pieces.

‘Inthe accompanying drawings, which form

- a part of this application, Figure 1 is a plan
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showing the pattern of my improved corset,
the gores and body portion of the corset be-
ing illustrated separately; and Fig. 2is a per-
spective view of half of a corset constructed
in accordance with my improvement.: -

Similar numbers of reference denote like
parts in both figures of the drawings. __

Prior to my invention gores have been in-

serted in various ways within the body por-
tion of a corset, and the body portion itself

has been made of variousshapesand patterns,
all looking toward the giving and preserving
of the proper shape; but my presentimprove-
ment reduces the simplicity of a corset con-
struction to a minimum, aims to reinforce
the corset and to render it flexible at the

proper portions, and will be best understood |.

from the following description.

1 is the body portion of half a corset, made
of a single piece and cut away at the top, as
shown at 2 3, and at the bottom, as shown at
4 9, 80 as to leave V-shaped points 6 7 pro-
jecting from the middle portion of the body 1
upwardly toward the upper edge of the cor-
set, while points 8 9 project downwardly from
the middle portion of the body 1 toward the
lower edge of the corset—that is to say, W-
shaped pieces are cut out of the corset-body,
80 as to leave V-shaped points projecting in
opposite directions from the middle portion of

> the body 1, respectively, toward the upper

and lower edges of such body:.
10-11 are gores which are inserted, and

I _
- Witnesses:

stitched within the body 1, respectively, at
the points where such body is cut away at 2

and 3, and the V:shaped points 6 7 are stitched -

to these gores 10 11, so that said points over-
lap these gores. 1213 are gores which are in-
serted and stitched within the body 1, re-
spectively, at the points where such body is
cut away at 4 5, and the V-shaped points 8 9
are stitched to these gores 12 13, so that such
points overlap these gores. The inner edges
of these gores 1011 and 12 13 are stitched to
the body 1 of the corset at or near the mid-
dle portion thereof, and the gores 10 11 con-

‘stitute and form the under-arm and bust sec-

tions, while the gores 12 13 constitute and
form the hip and abdominal sections of the
corsets. | |

¢ will be clearly understood that the V-

shaped points afford a very delicate degree
of fiexibility at the point where the latter is
most desired; and, furthermore, that a corset
constructed in this manner is not only ex-
ceedingly simple; but possesses all the fea-

| tures aimed at in the general construction of

corsets.

~ Of course it will be clear that the side Waﬂéw
of the cut-away portions 2 3 and 4 5 may be

more or less inclined toward each other in
each instance, according to the shape of the
gore to be inserted, this of course depend-
ing upon the desired fullness and conforma-
tion of the sections 10 11 12 13,

- Having thus described my invention, what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— B :

In a corset, the body portion having W-
shaped pieces cut out therefrom at the upper
and lower edges whereby V-shaped points

project in opposite directions and respeec-

tively toward the upper and lower edges of
sald body, and the gores inserted within said
cut-away portions with said points overlap-

ping said gores, the latter being then stitched
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to said points and body, substantially as set -

forth. | | |
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. |

- CLARA M. SOUTHWORTH.

K. W, SMITH, Jr.,
M. T. LONGDEN.
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