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1o all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, ARDENS. FITCH, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing in the bor-

ough of Manhattan, city of New York, county

and Stateof New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Grips for
Straight-Pull Guns, of which the following is
a full, clear, and exact deseription, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
forming part of this specification. |
My invention relates to the grip or handle
whichismanipulated to operate the bolt-actu-
ating mechanism of a gun, such as a breech-
loading magazine-rifle, by a “‘straight-pull”
movement on the exterior of the receiver at
the underside thereof; and myinvention con-
sists in such a grip comprising a handle-piece
composed of a frame directly connected to
the bolt-actuator and projecting through and,
together with said bolt-actuator, having re-
ciprocatory play in a longitudinal slot in the
under side of the receiver and transversely
slotted at ifs central part to constitute a
guard for the trigger and having on its for-
ward side a series of transversely-extending
recesses to severally receive fingers of the
hand which manipulates the grip, a plate di-
rectly and rigidly connected to the rearward
side of and graspable and movable with said
handle-piece and covering the said slot be-
hind said handle-piece when the grip is at

~the limit of a forward or bolt-projection move-

ment therein and passing over the exterior
of the under side of the gun-stock when the
grip is moved rearwardly in its bolt-retrac-
tion movement, and a locking-lever carried
by said handle-piece and having an operat-
ing-arm extending across one of said recesses
in the forward side thereof and locking to
notches in the receiver at the limit of the
movements, respectively, of the grip in either
direction in said slot, substantially as and for
the purposes hereinafter set forth.

In the drawings, Iigure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of the receiver and parts of the stock of

- & gun and showing a grip containing my in-
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vention. Fig. 2 is a plan of the under side
of the same, and Fig. 3 is asimilar plan show-
ing the slot on the under side of the receiver
with the grip removed.

the receiver.

is indicated in broken lines a breech-bolt A,
having reciprocatory movement in the re-
cetver and provided with a tailpiece «, to-
gether with a bolt-actuator I3, which also has

reciprocatory movement in the receiver on

ways O therein and directly engages the tail-
piece of the bolt. The said bolt A and its
actuator 5 are similar in structure, operation,
and function to the corresponding parts
shown in Letters Patent No. 609,211, granted
to George L. Putnam and Charles H. Farmer
August 16, 1898, for bolt-guns, and it will be
understood without further description that
a rearward movement of the actuator B on
1ts ways will operate to retract the bolt A in
the receiver, and thereby extract a cartridge-
shell from the firing-chamber and eject it in
the usual manner, and that a forward move-
ment of the actuator B on said ways will op-
erate to project the bolt A into the breech-
aperture, and thereby force a cartridge into
the firing-chamber and cock the gun, ready
to fire. | . ,

Referring to the subject-matter of my in-
vention, the grip for operating the reciproca-
tory actuator I3 comprises a handle-piece C,
composed of a frame, as shown, which is di-
rectly and rigidly connected to and preferably
1s integral with said actuator B and which
projects through and has reciprocatory play
In a longitudinal slot ¢’ in the under side of
Directly and rigidly connected
to and preferably integral with the handle-
piece Cisa plate ¢, extending rearwardly on
the under side of the receiver therefrom and
lying upon and covering said slot ¢’ behind
the handle-piece when the grip is at the limit
of a forward movement in said slot, as illus-
trated in full lines, and passing rearwardly
over the under side of the stock when the grip

‘1s pulled backward, as illustrated in broken

lines, Kigs. 1 and 2. The plate C'is grasp-
able by the hand which manipulates the grip,
with the palm thereof resting against the side
of the receiver and the thumb thrown up over
the upward side thereof in such position that
the index and another or other fingers of said
hand can conveniently reach forward to or
beyond the forward face of said handle-piece
Cwhilethe gun isheld at the shoulderin firing

In the gun illustrated in the drawings there | as a repeater. A shoulder ¢ may be formed
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at the rearward end of the plate C' to give a
rest or bearing for the side of the hand in the

“manipulation of the grip.

The handle-piece C is transversely slotted
at ¢ at its central part to constitute a guard
for the trigger T, and its forward side is fash-

ioned with recesses, one above the other, and
extending transversely of the piece and pref-

‘erably concave, as at ¢c* ¢

A loeking-lever D is carried by the handle-
piece C, preferably in its forward part, and
has an operating-arm d, which lies In and
across the uppermost ¢® of the recesses in the
forward side of said handle-piece, and said
lever locks not only to a noteh ¢ in the re-
ceiver when the grip is at the limit of a for-
ward or bolt-projection movement, but also
to a noteh ¢® in the receiver when the grip is
at the limit of a rearward or bolt-retraction
movement. |

By means of the described grip not only 1s
the slot ¢ entirely closed when the grip 1s
locked in forward position, whichisdesirable,
but also in firing the gun the index-finger
of the hand which grasps the plate C', as de-
scribed, will, when the grip is thrust forward
to project the bolt into the breech-aperture
and force a cartridge into the firing-chamber,
naturally be extended to and over the for-
ward side of the handle-piece C and enter
the recess ¢? therein, thereby manipulating
the lever D to unlock it from the notch a?,
and when the grip reaches the limit of 1ts
said forward movement and said lever locks
to noteh ¢® said index-finger will be with-
drawn from said recess ¢® and may be con-
veniently inserted in the guard ¢’ in the han-

~ dle-piece to pull the trigger, whereby the lia-
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bility that the gun will be prematurely dis-
charged is minimized, and after the gun 1is
thus fired and while the gun is kept at the
shoulder the said index-finger of the hand on
the grip must necessarily be withdrawn from
the trigger and carried forward to the lever
D to unlock the latter in order to permit the
retraction movement of the grip, so that an
appreciable space of time will elapse between

624,317

the instant of pulling the trigger and that of
beginning the retraction of the grip and con-
sequent opening of the breech - aperture,
whereby danger from a ‘““hang-fire” cartridge
is obviated. and when it is necessary to apply
extraordinary effort to the grip in its retrac-
tion movement—as, for example, when a car-
tridge-shell jams in the firing-chamber and
cannot be readily started therefrom by the
bolt—an additional finger of the hand ma-
nipulating the grip may readily be placed in
the lower recess ¢® while the gun 1is kept at
aim at the shoulder and the requisite forece
thus exerted without lowering the gun at the
same time that the index-finger, as aforesaid,
manipulates the lever D to unlock it from the
notech CLZ.

What I claim as my invention, and desire

to secure by Letters Patent, is—

A grip forstraight-pull breech-loading guns,
comprising a handle-piece composed of a
frame directly connected to the bolt-actuator
and projecting through and together with
said actuator having reciprocatory play in a
longitudinal slot in the under side of the re-
ceiver, and transversely slotted at its central
part to constitute a trigger-guard, and hav-
ing on its forward side transversely-extend-
ing recesses to severally receive fingers of the
hand manipulating the grip, a plate rigidly
connected to the rearward side of and grasp-
able and movable with said handle-piece and
covering said slot behind the handle-piece
when the grip is at the limit of a forward
movement therein, and passing on the under

side of the stock when the grip is rearwardly

moved, and a locking-lever carried by the
handle-piece with an operating-arm extend-
ing across a recess in the forward side there-
of, and locking to notches in the receiver at
the limits of the movements, respectively, of
the grip in either direction in said slot.

ARDEN S. FITCH.

Witnesses:
E. C. COOKE,
W. BERTRAND ACKER.
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