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To all whom it Mmaiy conceri:
Be it known thatI, MATTIE J. EDW’ARDS of
L.os Angeles; in the county of Los Anﬂeles

and State of California, have invented a new

and useful Improvement in Thread-I3oxes, of
which the following is a specification.

- My invention is in the nature of an im-
proved box or case primarily for holding

spools of thread, cotton, and silk, but also f01

the general purposes of a lady’s work- box, for

the safe keeping of scissors, needles, ‘thim-
bles, &c. Its main object 1s to prowde a
receptacleforconveniently keepingthespools

of thread always in place for keeping them

clean and for facilitating the cutting off of
the thread and the holding of its ends in
place for convenient mampulatlon and use.

. It consists in the special construction and
arrangement of the box, which I will now
p1oeeed to describe, 1eference being had to
the accompanying. dmwmn‘s in Whleh-—

Figure 1 is a pﬂrspectwe view of the front
part of the box with the lid partlyraised, and
Fig. 2 is a vertical transverse section throu n‘h
the front-portion of.the box. .

In the drawings, A represents a r ectanﬂ'ulfu
box of any desired size and material. B 1sa
metal plate of the same length as the box,

‘placed in a horizontal posmon along the lmd-

dle of its front wall and having an upwardly-
projecting piece 6 extending to the top of the

front wall of the box and havmg- a stud to
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receive the cateh of the spring-latch o or any
other desired form of fasbemnfr attaehed to
the lid.

On the front of the plate B there are two
or more flat double-ended clasp-springs C se-
cured in the. middle to plate B by rivets or
serews ¢ and having free projecting ends.
On the upper edge of the front wall of the
box is another flat plate B’, having also flat
clasp-springs C', having free projecting ends.
Under the free pr OJectm o ends of the springs
C and C' the thread from the spools within
the box is passed and is held by frictional
contact between said springs and their re-
spective base -plates. These springs have
wedge-shaped ends to facilitate the passing
of the thread under the ends by a lateral
movement of the thread, and the lower edge
of the springs C1s beveled t0 a kmfe edge, as
shown at ¢ in Fig. 2.

r

The spools T are ar l*mwed Wlthln the box,
and the thread ¢ from the same is e\tendea |

beneath the free ends of springs C' between
said springs and the base-plate B, and thence

passes down in front of the box and extends-
under the ends of the springs C.
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At points above the base-plate B, on each .

side of the middle of the box, the fr ont of the

box is gouged out or formed with a concave
groove D, so as to leave a sufficient space be-

hind thethread whereit passes {rom the upper
springs C"to the lowerones C to enable it to be

conveniently grasped between the thumb and
fingers. - With this form of box the thread is
drawn off the spools and is swung by a lateral
movement under the ends of the springs C/,

by which it iscaughtand held with afr 1(3131011&1
tension. The thread ends are then by the
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same lateral movementswung underthe ends -

of the springs C and:are there retained until
desired for use. When a portion of thread

is desired, the thread is grasped and swung
‘out from under the springs C and 1s pulled

out to the desired length and then by a lat-

eral movement is swung under the sprmﬂ' C

again and by an upward movement 1s cut off
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by the knife-edge ¢ on the lower edge of

spring C, the end [of the thread being 1e13a1ned

theleby in convenient position to “be again

pulled out when required for use again.

As shown, the box is adapted to hold four
spools of di forent sizes of thread, but it may
be arranged to hold a greateror less number
as may be desired.

By means of my improved thread-box it
will be seen that the spools of thread are al-

‘ways kept in place and there is no necessity

for hunting for the proper spool through the
work - basket. It also saves much t,une in
getting out the thread and also wear and tear
on the teeth, which are frequently broken in
the common practice of biting off the thread,
and, furthermore, the thle&d is always kept
elean and in ordel for use.

I am aware that boxes for holdu:vfT spools of

| thread have heretofore been dewsed in whieh

provision 1s made for holding the thread and
cutting it off by apphanees on the exterior
face. Mv invention is chiefly distinctive in

| the formation of the box with the grooves D
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extending or formed inside of the plane ot

| the front f ace 111 connectlon W1t11 Lhe pm tlc-.l__
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ular arrangement of the clasp-springs on op-

posite sides of the grooves, which distend the
thread across the grooves, so that it. may be
easily grasped bew een the fingers, and yet

there is no projection on the fr ont face of the

box to injure the fingers or scratch other

boxes or objects lying adjacent thereto.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire tosecure by Letter%
Patent, is—

1. A thread box having on ILS fmnt face
a horizontal groove D, a spring-clasp O’ ar-
ranged in a houmntal plane parallel with
and on top of the upper edge of the body of the
box, a clasp-spring C armnged on the front
vertical wall of the box flat against the same
and below and parallel with the groove D,
sald springhavingasharpened lower edge and
arranged to hold the thread strefched across
the groove in close juxtaposition to the front

face of the box substantially as shown and de-
scribed.

2. A thread-box having on its front face
the horizontal grooves D D, a plate B secured
flat against the wvertical front wall and ex-
tending parallel with and immediately below

the grooves, said plate being also formed
with a middle upwardlv—pro;ectmg tongue b
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with locking connection thereon for the lid

or ecover, the two clasp-springs C C having 30

sharpened lower edges and secured ﬂﬂtmse

to the plate B on each side of its middle and

immediately below the grooves D, and a hori-
zontal'plate B' arrang ced along the upper edge

~of the front wall of the box:and bearing hori-

zontal clasp-springs C' C’ arranged above the
grooves D and parallel with the edge plate

B’ substantially as and for the pmpose de-
scribed.

MATTIE J_; EDWARDS.

Witnesses:
DAVID W. EDWARDS,
- JESSE F. WATERMAN.
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