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- To all whom it TNAY COTLCETTY:

be it known that I, ANDREW H. BAKER ofi

Brockton, county of Plymouth State of Mas—
sachusetts, haveinvented an Improvement in
Fasteners for Shoe-Uppers, of which the fol-

lowing description, in eonneotlon with the
a specification,
like letters on the dra,wm os 1epresent1nﬂ' like |

accompanying drawings, is

parts.

In the manufacture of boots and shoes what
is called the ‘““upper” is first made, after

which it is applied to the last and then bot-

tomed by the application of the sole or soles

thereto, and prior to the application of the

shoe-upper to the last it is customary to tie

the sides of the upper, adjacent the lacing or
other opening, tog ether S0 as to cause the up-

‘per smoothly and t]ﬂ‘hﬂy to fit the last, for if

the upper were not thus tied about the last it
would loosen thereupon and lose its proper
position uponthe last. Attempts have been

made to improve the former method of tying

the sides of the upper together with a string
by providing pieces of leather provided w1th
two rows of projections adapted toenter and

- engage the usual lacing-eyelets adjacent the
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edfre of the lacing-opening, these projections

bemcr inserted in the eyelets to hold the latter
and the edges of the upper together about the
last. An ob;] ection to this c'le vice is that while
the projections may be inserted in the eyelets
to close the upper before the upperis applied
to the last and while they may operate to hold

- the sides of the upper together about the last
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whilethe last remains in the shoe, yet because
the holding projections are rigidly connected

1t is impossible to remove the last without re-
moving the holding projections from the la-

cing-eyelets, which in such a device can Dbe
done only with great difficulty and frequently

to the injury of the eye]ets or the holding

projections.

My invention has fm its ob;jeet to improve
holding devices or fasteners employed for the
above- mentloned purpose,and the special fea-
tures of my invention will be hereinafter fully
described, and pointed out in the claims.

In the draw1n0's, Figure 1, in perspective,
shows a shoe of usual constr uction in position

50 upon a last with one form of fastener con-
talning my invention in position holding the I

T

edges of the shoe prel together.
an unde1 side view of the fastenel by Itself
Iigs. 3, 4, and 5 are other forms of device

.11111%rat1nﬂ' my invention.

Referring to the drawings illustrating vari-
ous forms of my invention and in pmtmulm
to Figs. 1 and 2, a-indicates a usual shoe-up-

per prowded with a usual lacing or other fas-
tening opening b, arranged in pOSlthl] upon a
-usual last, a por 131011 of Whloh within the shoe
is indicated at ¢, the edges of the upper ad-
jacent the opening b bemﬂ* provided at their

lower ends with usual eyelets e and at their
upper ends with fastening or lacing hooks f,
the eyelets and the hooks 1llustra,tmn* differ-

Fig. 2 is
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ent types of fastening means Wthh are oOr -
' may be employed to fasten the shoe upon the

foot when the shoe ‘is in use, although it is

| understood that my invention is not hmlted

to 1ts use in connection with these or any
particular forms or types of fastenings with
which the edges of the shoe-upper may be
provided.

- The fastener shown in PIO'S 1 and 2 con-
sists of two separable membels d d’, connected
at one of their ends, as by a joint dﬂ, so as to
enable the said members to be separated or

/C
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opened and closed as desired. These mem-

bers d d’ are respectively provided with en-

gaging portions or projections d? (shown as
laterally-extended hooks orlugs ) they being
formed in Figs. 1 and 2'in such manner as to

3o

~enter and engage the eyelets e at the edges of

{

g

theshoe-upper. The number of these projec-
tions may be varied according to the dictates
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of the manufacturer or user, I having herein -

shown each member of the fastener as pro-

vided with four engaging portions, although -

it is obvious a ﬂ'reater or less number may be

employed. At their ends opposite the flexi-.

ble connection d* the said members are pro-
vided with suitable means for locking them

90

in open or closed position or at any interme- .

diate position between the two extremes, such
locking or holding means in the devices of

Figs. 1 and 2 consisting of a corrngated or

serrated arm d*, the serrationsor corrugations
of which are adapted to engage and take hold

upon the extended portion &5 of the coope1 at-

ing member.
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In use the faetenel deseubed w111 be ap-— -




2 S o 854,287

plied to the Shdé, as shown in Fig. 1, previous
to the application of the upper to the last,
the engaging portions d?being inserted in the

- corresponding eyelets of the shoe-upper while

the latter is opened or partly closed, after
which the edges of the upper are drawn fo-

gether, preferably before the last is inserted,

' a,nd there secured by engaging the pro;]eetlon

IO

~ the plo;[eetlon d’ is.shown as 1eta1ned in en-
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- other of the many lasts employed at different
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d5of one of the members w1th a suitable notch

or corrugation in the locking-arm d* of the

other member, as best shown in Fig. 1, where

gagement with the locking notch or corruga-

‘tion by the material of the upper lying be-'
neath it and tending constantly to press it

firmly in the lockmcr notch or corrugation.
The upper i1s now -usually applied to the last

and bottomed by the application of the soles

thereto in usual manner, and when on com-
pletion of the shoe or for any intermediate

operation it is desired to remove the last for |

insertion of a follower or a heeling-last orany

stages of the manufacture by different manu-

facburelq the operator raises the free end of-
- the locking arm or tongue. d*, thereby disen-
gaging the two members d d’ and permitting
them to be separated, thereby to release the
“engaging portions d° in the eyelets from the
holding tension and permitting the said eye-
lets and the edges of the shoe-upper to be
~ opened for .the removal of the last. .
other or follower last is inserted, the upper
-may be-again drawn about the new last or
follower and the membersd d’ of thefastener:
again locked to secure the upper about this
new last or follower, the engaging portions

d®notnecessarily being removed from en gage-

" ment with the eyelets during the time in

40

~may be so disengaged, if desired.

5o
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. Figs. 1 and 2.

the other or lie in different angles or planes, .
as will best enable them to lie flat upon the
two edge portions of the upper where they are:
'broufrht together over the crown of the last.

In -Fig. 5T have shown another form of my.

invention wherein the separable members m .| moved from the point of connection, means

on said members and between said connection

m’ are

these two members being connected at one of

their ends, as by a link m? and at their op-

posite ends fitted with a suitable locking |
means, as the locking-link m*, pivotally con-

-nected at m® to one of the membels and pro-
vided with locking projections mf, adapted
to engage a suitable slot m? in the other of
said members, the operation or manipulation
of the device when in use being substantially

a8 described m reference to the device of

Ini lieu of the locking-link m#,
with its pm,]ectlons I may employ a chain.

attached to the free end of one of the mem--

If an-

~shown as formed from flat metal or.
other material, the engaging portions m? be- |
ing struck up or bent upwardly therefrom,:

suitable shape and construction to embrace

or slip upon the end of the codperating mem-

ber to hold the two together, as indicated 1n
Fig. 4. This latter constructlon is conven-
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1ent because the end of the chain can be left

protruding through the lacing-opening and

may be grasped by the operator and pulled
to release the separable members when, as

may be, the fastener is applied inter 1011y or

between the upper and the last. The chain-

75

fastener referred to is also of advantage

| whether the fastener is applied exteriorly or

interiorly because of its great flexibility in

30

enabling the members or fasteners to lie flat

upon a,nd in the plane of the edge portions of

| the upper.
- In Fig. 5 1 have shown a fastener wherein

the conneeted ends of the separable members
are not jointed together, buthave a connect-
ing flexible p01t1011 or Spring.

Obwously the engaging portions of the de-

vices will be formed as requlred to properly
engage eyelets or whatever form of fastening

devices are provided at the opposite edges of
the openingin the shoe-upper, 1 ha.vma*herem
shown eyelets and correspondingly - sha,ped

‘engaging portions, for the reason that eyelets

are almost universally employed at the pres-
ent time.

My invention is not limited to the. embodl—
ment or embodiments herein shown and de-

‘described, as obviously it may be varied in
many respects without departing from the

splmt and scope of the claims.
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Having described my invention without

| limiting myself to details, what I claim, and

desire to secure by Letters Patent, i1s—
1. A fastenerfor shoe-uppers, conmstmﬂ' of

) | a plurality of connected members, qeparable
which the upper was opened, althciuﬂ'h they | one from another at their ends, farthest re-

| moved from the point of connection, means
The joint or connection 2 is preferably?

such—for example, as shown—as will enable’
the two membersdd’ totiltone with relation to:

on said members at that side of said connec-
tion adjacent said separable-ends for tempo-

I0R
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rary engagement with the edges of a shoe-

upper, and means to retain said Sepamble
.ends in holding position. |

9. A fastener for shoe- -uppers, consisting of
a plurahty of connected members separ a,ble
one from another at their ends farthest re-

175

and said separable ends for temporary en-

gagement with the edges of a shoe-upper, and

means codperating with said separable ends

‘to retain the latter in adjusted holdmﬂ* po-

sition.

3. A fastener for shoe -uppers, consisting of
a plurality of connected members,. separable

one from another at their ends farthest re-
moved from the point of connection, means
on the said members and between the said
connection and said separable ends for tem-
porary engagement with the edges of a shoe-
| upper, and locking means to retain said sep-
arable ends in holdmﬂ‘ position ‘and con-
structed to permit relea‘se of the said holding

bers and provided with one or more hnks of | ends for separation of the latter and the edges
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of the shoe- uppel without dlsenfragement of
the said members from the smd ed@es for
the purpose described. -

4. A fastener for shoe-uppers, eons&stmﬂ' of

-a plurality of connected members separ able
one from ancther at their ends farthest re-

moved from the point of connection, eyelet-
engaging meanson said membersand between
sald connection and said separable ends for
temporary engagement with the edges of a
shoe-unper and means to retain smd separ-
able ends in holding position.

5. A fastener for shoe -uppers consisting of
a plurality of separable members flexibly con-

nected one to the other at thelr ends, means |

for temporary engagement with the od gesofa

.

i

shoe-upper, and __m'eans adjustable to 10(:1{ the |

said members one to the other at or ad;;acent _ '

their opposite ends. |

6. A fastener for shoe-uppers consisting of
a plurality of members provided respectwely
with engaging portions, and means to lock
said members one to the other in desired hold-
ing position, the connections between said

members permitting adjustment thereof to

the plane of the edﬂ'es of the upper.
In testimony whereof I have signed my

name to this specification in the pr esence of

two subsecribing witnesses.
ANDREW H BAKER

Wltnesses
- FREDERICK L. EMERY
EpiTH M. STODDARD.
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