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Be it known that 1, JouN 8. HAWLEY, Jr.,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
New York, in the county and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
Implovements in Tips for Crutches, Canes,
and other Articles, of Wthh the followmﬂ' 18
a specification.

Therubber cushioning-tipsforerutchesand
canes as now commonly constructed are sub-
ject to very rapid wear, because the lower end
of the crutch or cane rests directly upon the
base of the tip-socket, and as the crutch or

cane when in use rocks upon the cushioning-.

tip the opposite sharp edges or corners of the

lower end of the crutch or cane alternately
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support the weight of the person and tend to

cut through the cushioning-pad or bottom of
the tip. "On this account the usefulness of
the ordinary CHSthIlII]“‘ -tips 1s of very Shmt
duration.

The object of my present invention is to
avold this serious objection by constructing
a cushioning-tip for erutches and canes Which
will prevent engagement of the sharp edges
or corners of the crutch or cane with the base
of the tip-socket and which will be at the

- . same time as economical to manufacture as

~ the ordinary cushioning-tip now in use.
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To
this end I provide a cushioning-pad in the

“base of the socket of the cushioning-tip for

supporting the lower end of the crutch or cane
at a point within its base and holding the
sharp edges or corners thereof out of contact
with the base of the tip-socket. This sup-
porting cushioning-pad in the socket of the
cushioning-tip may be formed integral with
the tip or may be a separate piece inserted in
the socket before the tip is secured upon the

end of the crutch or cane, the pad being in-

terposed between the crutech or cane and
socket-base. When the eushlomnfr-pad 1S

- formed integral with the tip, it is preferably
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of convex form, so as to centrally engage the

lower end of the crutch or cane and SUpport
it centrally in the tip-socket. When the

cushioning-pad is formed separate from the
cushioning-tip, it may be hemispherical in
shape or of elliptical cross-section.

In order that my invention. may be fully
understood, I will first describe the same with |

_tions

| reference to the accompanying drawings and

atterward point out the novelty with more

particularity in the annexed claims.
Insaid drawings, Figure 1 is a detail lonm-

tudinal seotmnal view of my improved cush-

ioning-tipfor crutches and canes. FKigs.2and
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3 are similar views showing slight modifica-

Fig. 4isaplan view of the form shown
in Hig. 3.
1 represents the lower end of the cruteh or

cane, to which the CUSth[lII’JU'-tlp Is to be at-

tached

2 is a rubber Cl]ShIOIlIHD'-tIp formed with a
central socket orcavity 3, having preferably
circular engaging ribs 4 and a lower rounded
base 5. In the bottom of the socket orcavity
3 isa convex cushioning-pad 6, whichin Fig.
1 18 represented as mtem al Wlth the cushion-
ing-tip 2.

In Fig. 2 the socket 3 of the cushioning-tip

2 1s fmmed with a flat base 7, and Supp()lted
upon the base 7 in the socket 3 is a hemi-
spherical cushioning-pad 8, formed with or
without a central opening 9. The pad S may
be placed, as shown in Iig. 2, with the con-

| vex surface in contact with the socket-base,

or the pad may be reversed, in which case it
would be practically the same as the arrange-
ment shown in Fig. 1.

In Fig.3 the Gllﬁahl()'[llllﬁ* pad 2 and its socket
3 are fo1 med asin FKig. 2; but the cushioning-
pad 10, supported in the base of socket 3, is

of elliptical cross-section, the pad 10 being

formed with or without the central opening1l.
It will be observed in Fig. 1 that the cush-
ioning-tip 2 is mounted -upon the lower end

~of the cruteh or cane 1 in the usual manner
by forcing the end of the crutch or cane into

the socket 3 of the tip, the ribbed wall of the
socket yielding sufficiently to allow the en-
trance of the end of the erutch or cane and
its elasticity holding it securely thereon. T'he
end of the erutch or caneis forced into socket
3 until it comes in contact with the convex
pad 6,whichsupports it centrally in the socket
and prevents the sharp edge or corner of the
end of the crutch or c
with the bottom wall of the sockeb when the
crutch or cane is 1n use. -
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cane coming in contact -
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In Fig. 2 the hemispherical pad 8 isshown

resting with its curved face In contact with
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to the other.
supports the end of the cruteh or cane cen-

the base of the socket 3 and the end of the

crutch or cane resting upon the flat face of

the pad.
In Fig. 3 the end of the eruteh or cane rests

upon one curved face of the pad 10, while the
other curved face rests upon the base of the

‘socket.

The Operatlon of the several forms of the
device is practically thesame. The cushion-
ing-tip and pad-pieces areformed of the proper
quality of rubber,as in the construction of the
ordinary cushwmnﬂ'-tlps When the crutch
or cane is rocked upon the cushioning-tip as
a fulerum, 1t will be observed that pressure
is applied first to one side of the tip and then
‘The cushioning-pad 6, 8, or 10

trally in the socket and prevents the sharp
edges or corners coming in contact with the

base of the tip-socket, and thereby avoids the
possibility of said sharp edgescutting through
the cushioning-tip. 'T'he cushioning-pad6, §,
or 10 also materially increases the cushioning
effect of the tip and prolongs the usefulness
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of the tip, for the body of the cushioning-pad
is always interposed between the bottom of

the tip and end of the erutch, cane, or other
article and in the direct line of thrust.

The improved cushioning-tip may be em-

T ]
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fectually afford the desired cushlonmn' of the
Sd1me.

H&Vllﬁlﬂ‘. thus deserﬂoed my 1nvent10n what

I claim asnew therein, and desire tosecure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. A cushlonm o-tip for erutches and canes

formed with a socket to receive the lower end

of the crutch or cane and having an elastic
pad in the base of the socket arranged to cen-
trally support the end of the crutch orcanein
the socket and prevent the sharp edge or cor-
ner of thelower end of the cruteh or cane com-

‘ing in contact with the base of the tip-socket,

substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

2. The combination with a socketed cush-
ioning-tip for crutches and canes, of a cush-
lomng-pd,d in the tip-socket fmmed with a
curved or convex face and supporting the
lower end of the crutech or cane centrally in
the socket, substantially as and for the pur-

_pose set f01th

A cushioning-tip for er atches and canes
f01 med with a receiving socket or cavity and

a convex cushioning-pa,d in the base of the

socket formed integral with the cushioning-
tip, substantially as set forth. |
| JOHN S. HAWLEY, Jr.
Witnesses: |
J. GREEN,
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30 ployed on chair-legs and other articles to ef- | M. V. BIDGOOD.
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