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Lo all whom it may concerr: -

Be1it known that I, SWAN AUGUST WESTER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-

nois, have invented certain new and useful .

Improvements in Folding Beds, of which the
following is a specification. |
My invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in folding beds of that
type in which the head and foot sections fold

up and are supported on a stationary central

base to give the bed the appearance of a chif-
fonnier, wardrobe, or similar piece of furni-
ture when not in position for use as a bed.

The primary object of the invention is to
provide a folding bed of this character which
shall be attractive in appearance and occupy
but little room when folded in an uprightpo-
sition and which ecan be easily and quickly
lowered in position for use.

Another object is to construct and combine
the parts of the bed in such manner that the
movable sections will operate easily and
evenly without getting loose and disarranged,

being connected so that they will move simul-

taneously in opening and closing; and a fur-
ther object is to provide simple and effective
devices for securing the sections in their open
or closed positions. | |
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side elevation of my improved folding bed
as 1t appears in closed or folded position.
Kig. 2 is a front view of the folded bed. Fig.
o 18 a longitudinal sectional view of the bed
in open position. Fig. 41is a detail sectional
view on the line 4 4 of Fig. 3. |
Referring to the drawings, in which like let-

ters of reference denote corresponding parts

in all the figures, A designates the stationary
central supporting-section which forms the
base for the bed, and it is of box-like form,
comprising the sides ¢ and ends ¢/, made of
light but strong metal open-work preferably.
The upper edge of the sides and ends of the
base are turned over, as at D, to receive a
strengthening-rod ¢, which extends entirely
around the edge of the base and maintains it
in 1ts proper shape. Thehead-section B and
foot-section C are pivotally mounted on the
base, these sections being provided at each

| eye of which receives the rod d, which forms
These sec- .

the pivot-bolt for the sections.
tions are arranged on the base, so that their
ends will engage each other, and when folded
In an upright position they fit snugly within
the base, as shown in Fig. 1.

Kach section B C is composed of the skele-
ton sides ¢, and the bedding, &ec., may be
hidden from view and protected by means of
curtains or plates ¢’ of some light material.

The head-section B is provided with a head-

board X, having downturned edges ¢, which
fit over the foot-section and provide a top
for the bed when folded, excluding dust and
presenting an attractive appearance, besides
providing a table or stand to receive dresser
articles or the like. - |

The foot-section is provided with a foot-
board ¢', which fits beneath the forwardly-
projecting headboard when the sections are
folded. A strengthening-rib F is located at

the middle of the sections, and as the frame

of the bottom of the sections is of skeleton
form I employ curtains f or plates to protect
the bedding, &e., these curtains being of the
ordinary spring variety or hanging curtains,
as shown in Fig. 2. |

The inner ends of the sides of the sections
are cut away on a curve and provided with

interlocking segmental racks G, the arrange-

ment being such that the lower portions of
these racks will remain In constant contacs

- when the sections are lowered to open the

bed, Fig. 3, and when the sections are folded
the edges of the sides engage, Fig. 1, being
held in this position by the weight of the sec-
tions and by the headboard. In order to
gulde the sections in their movement, I pro-
vide the triangular guide-plate H at each side
of the bed, which plates have slots % to re-
ceive the pins &' on the sections. The guide-

plates are held closely against the sides by

the uprights I on the sections, so that they
will not interfere with the bedding, &e., dur-

ing the movementof the sections. The guide-

plates, in conjunction with the segments,

maintain the sections in their proper relative.
position ‘and also form a side protection for

the bedding, &e.,when thesectionsare folded,

Iig. 1, as they are carried down by the sec-

side with one member 0 of a strap-hinge the | tions and fill the space left between the lower
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ends thereof caused by the curvature of the |

segments, and when the bed is open and the
sections are in a horizontal position they are
held up by the sections and form a continua-
tion of the sides thereof, Ifig. .

A fasteningdeviceJ is provided on the foot-
section,which is adapted to engage the head-
board to lock the parts together when the bed
is folded. Another fastening device Is, of
some suitable form, is arranged, preferably,
on the head-section, which engages the base
when the bed is open and prevents the sec-
tions from folding up accidentally. It is ob-
vious that many different kinds of fastening
devices may be employed to accomplish this
purpose, and I do not limit myself to any par-
ticular kind.

The foot-section is provided with swinging
feet I, and a folding foot-picce M is hinged
to the headboard or head-section to support
that end of the bed when open and form an
ornamental back at the top of the bed when
folded, being provided with a mirror, 1f de-
sired, so that the folded bed will present the
appearance of a chiffonnier. The matiress
may be variously constructed, and the bed-

ding is held in place when the bed is folded-

by the holding devices N at the foot and head,
which fold down upon the bedding and pre-
vent it from sliding out of place when the bed
is folded.

A folding bed constructed as herein de-
seribed can be easily and quickly folded or
opened, is compact in construction and ar-
rangement, and can be conveniently located
in a room and ornamented to present an ex-
ceedingly attractive appearance. I preferto
malce the bed of metal open-work and protect
the bedding by curtains; but many changes
may be made in the form and construction
of parts without departing from the spirit or
sacrificing the advantages of my invention,
and these I reservethe right to make. It will
be observed that the adjacent ends of the sec-
tions fold down into the base when the bed 1s
closed, bringing the head and foot sections
into a vertical position close together and of
a convenient height. The bLottom of cach
seetion is composed of the skeleton frame P,
having the brace or strengthening rib If, and
a curtain pole or roller is conveniently sup-
ported thereon to carry a curtain or curtains,
which will protect the bedding. Instead of
the curtains I may use mirrors or ornamental
metal or wood open-work. The guide-plates
II form the connectlion between the ends of
the sides of the scetions and a continuation
thercof when the bed is folded oropen, being
carried down into the base when the bed is
folded or closed, as shown in Ifig. 1, and held

“up in position alongside the sides of the sec-

tions when the bed is open to form a continu-
ation of the sides between the curved ends
thereof. The holding devices N are pivotally
mounted on the footboard and at the sides
of the head-section, and they may be swung
into position to hold the bedding in place or
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clevated when the bed is in use, at which
time they give to the bed an attractive and
ornamental appearance.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 15—

1. In a folding bed, the combination with a
stationary central supporting-section, of head
and foot sections independently and pivotally
mounted thereon and provided with inter-
locking segmental racks, and guide-plates
loosely and movably secured to the sides ot
the sections, said guide-plates being substan-
tially triangular in shape to protect the bed-
ding at the interlocking ends of the sections
when the bed is open or closed, substantially
as described.

9. In a folding bed, the combination with a
stationary central supporting-section, of head
and foot sections pivotally mounted thereon
and provided with interlocking segmental
racks, triangular-shaped slotted guide-plates
carried by the sections to form a continuation
of the sides of the sections when the bed 1is
open or closed, and pins carried by the sides

of the sections and operating in the slots of

said guide-plates to maintain the samein their
proper relative position, substantially as de-
seribed. -

3. In a folding bed, the combination with a
stationary central supporting-section, of head
and foot sections pivotally mounted thercon
and provided with interlocking segmental
racks at the adjacent ends of their sides, and
triangular-shaped guide-plates connected
loosely with thesidesof the sections and form-
ing a continuation thereof when the bed is
open or closed, substantially as described.

1. In a folding bed, the combination with &
stationary central supporting-section forming
a base, of head and foot sections pivotally
mounted on the base and arranged to have
their lower ends fold down into the base when
the bedis closed, interlocking segmental racks
on the adjacent ends of the sides of the sec-
tions, triangular-shaped slotted guide-plates
loosely connected to said sections to maintain
the same in proper relative position and forni
a continuation of the sides thereof, and ping
on the sections arranged to operate in the
slots of said guide-plates to connect the parts
together, substantially as described.

5. In a folding bed, the combination with a
stationary central supporting-section forming
a base, a rod around the upper edge of the
base to strengthen the same and form a pivot-
bolt, and head and foot sections pivotally con-
nected to said rod, substantially as deseribed.

6. In a folding bed, the combination with a
stationary central supporting-section forming
a base, a rod around the upper edge of the
base to strengthen the same and form a pivot-
bolt, head and footsections pivotally connect-
ed to said rod, interlocking segmental racks
on the adjacent ends of the sections, and tri-
angular guide-plates loosely connected to the

| sections and protecting the bedding at the
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ends of the sides of the sections, substantially | uprights on the sections to hold the guide-

as described. plates in place against the sides of the sec- 10
7. In afolding bed, the combination with a tions, substantially as described.
statlonary central supporting-section formin o
5 a base, of head and foot sections pivotally SWAN AUGUST WESTER.
mounted on the base and provided with seg- | Witnesses:
mental racks on their adjacent ends, guide- WM. O. BELT,
plates connected loosely to the sections, and J.-C. BUCK.
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