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To all whom tt may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY SHOURT, resid-
ing at Myers, in the county of Lee and State
of Florida, have invented a new and useful
Locking IIat Pin, of which the following is a
specl catlon

My invention relates to pins for securing

ladies’ hats to their heads, and has for its ob- |

ject to furnish a hat-pin which when prop-
erly inserted and adjusted will securely lock

itself in place against any liability of being:

accidentally displaced, the locking mechan-
ism being such as to prevent the pin from be-
ing withdrawn without unlocking.

With this object in view my invention con-
sists in a pin constructed at its rear end in
tubular form and provided with mechanism
adapted to be operated through an opening
in the side of said tube for the purpose of
locking the pin in place.

My invention further consists in a hat-pin
of tubular form at its rear end provided with
an opening in one side arnd having a. coil-
spring with one of its ends extending into
the tube and adapted to project through said
opening.

My invention further consists in a hat-pin
of tubular form provided with a flat plate at
its outer end and a small opening through the
tubular body on one side, a coil-spring being
attached to the flat plate and having one of
its ends bent into hook form projecting into
the end of the tubular body of the pin and
adapted to be projected through the opening
on the side of the pin by the force of the
spring.

My mventlon further consists in the im-
nroved construction, arrangement, and com-
bination of parts hereinafter fully described
and afterward qpeclﬂeally pointed out in the
claims.

In order to enable others skilled in the art
to whichmyinvention most nearly appertains
to make and use the same, I will now pro-

ceed to describe its construction and opera- .

tion, having reference to the accompanying

- dl&Wlnﬂ'& fmmmrr part of this Speclﬁcamon
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Figure 1 is a view illustrating the pr dCtICal
opemtlon of my invention. I‘ln* 2 18 a per-

spective view of my improved loekmﬂ' hat-
pin.

Fig. 3 is a view of the same in s1de ele-

vation, partly in section, showing a pmtlon
of . the hat, through one side of which the
point is pro;]eeted

Like letters of reference mark the same
parts wherever they occurin the various fig-
ures of the drawings.

Referring to the drawings by letters, A 1s
the body of a pin, which may be constructed
in any desired manner and of any suitable
material, said pin having a sharp point B at
its inner end, formed at lts outer end C of tu-
bular shape.

D is a longitudinal slot extending a slight
distance into the body of the pin from the
end C, and E is a small opening through the
side of the tube within and in hne w1th the
slot D.

i is a flat plate which is secured to or forms
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part of the main body of the pin and forms

the head thereof. It may be suitably orna-
mented, and at a point near the center there-
of the inner end of a coil or spiral spring G
is secured to said plate. -The outer end of
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this spring is extended laterally from the -

spring, but longitudinally with relation to the
body of the pin, forming an arm H, which at
its outer end is bent to form a loekm pin or
tooth I. The normal position of the arm H s
within the tubular body of the pin, with the
locking-tooth I projecting through the open-
ing E, the main body of the arm H project-
ing through the slot D.

When it is desired to apply my pin to a hat,
the arm H is pressed inward against the ac-
tion of the spring G, which withdraws the
tooth I into the tubular body of the pin, when
the pin can be forced through one side of a
hat into the hair until the body 1s projected
therein to & pomt beyond the projecting pin
I, as shown in Fig. 3. DBy releasing the pres-
sure on the arm H the force of the spring will
project the pin I outward through the open-
ing K within the hat and will securely lock
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the pin against being removed or withdrawn

from its posmon without unlocking it by de-
pressing the lever H in the same manner as
it is usually depressed to force the pin in po-
sition.

Theadvantages attending the use of my in-
vention will be obvious from the foregoing
description. By its use a pin is made to last

- much longer tha,n it would without the lock-
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ing mechanism, owing to the fact that hat-
pins are very often lost by the wearer. The
great annoyance experienced on occasions
when the pin has worked out unknown to the

wearer and the hatis blown off and, perhaps,

ruined is entirely obviated by the use of my
pin. The material of which the body of the
pin and all other parts are to be made will be
amatterof choicedependent upon the opinion
and financial ability of the wearer or manu-
facturer. The plate I,besides forming a foun-
dation or support for the locking-spring, will
serve as a suitable base upon which to erect
any desired ornamental structure.

While I have illustrated and deseribed the
best means now known to me for carrying out
my invention, I wish it to be understood that
I do not restrict myself to the exact forms and
constructions shown, but hold that any such
slight changes or variations as might suggest
themselves to the ordinary mechanic will
properly fall within the limit and scope of my
invention. |

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, is—

1. A hat-pin consisting of a tubular body,
having an opening in one side thereof near

the rear end, a flat plate seeured to or form- |

ing a part of the body and serving as a head
for the pin, a spiral spring having one end
connected to the flat plate and the other end
extended laterally into the tubular body and

‘having anangular or bent end forming a lock-

ing-tooth adapted to be projected through the
opening in the body of the pin from the in-
side, substantially as desecribed.

2. Theherein-described hat-pin, consisting
of a tubular body provided at its rear end
with a longitudinal slot and slightly within
and beyond the end of said longitudinal slot
with an opening in the side, a flat plate or
head secured to or forming part of the main
body of the pin, and a spiral spring having
one end secured to the flat head or plate and
the other end extending laterally forming a
spring-arm and provided with an angularly-
bent tooth at its inner end, said spring-arm
being projected into the body of the pin
through the slot, and the tooth being adapted
to be projected through the opening in the
body of the pin from the inside, substantially
as described.

HENRY SHOURT.

Witnesses:
P. J. McNALLY,
<EO. M. IHHURDRY.
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