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UNITED STATES

PateEnT OFFICE.

JACOB DEY CONOVER, OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW JERSEY.

GARMENT-FASTENER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 623,987, dated May 2, 1899.
| Application filed April 18,1898, Serial No. 677,940, (No model.)

To all whom it may coincern:

BeitknownthatI, JACOBDEY CONOVER, of
Middletown, in the county of Monmouth and
State of New Jersey, have invented certaln
new and useful Improvements in Garment-
Fasteners; and I do hereby declare thefollow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

This invention has for its object the 1m-
provement of fasteners for use in connection
with garment-supporters. Among the requi-
sites of such an article are the following: It
must be inexpensive to manufacture, strong,
durable, not liable to become unfastened, and
capable of use in such a way as not to tear
the fabric of the garment supported or sub-
ject it to severe and unusual wear. |

The embodiment of this invention 18 a gar-
ment-supporter of a generic class whose use
is well known—that is, it may be said to com-
prise three parts, a section of web or tape to
connect the part of the garment-supporter to
the supporting part, which may be, so far as
this invention is concerned, of any sultable
material adapted to its purpose in any suit-
able way, a fastener in the form of a loop
with a bight in the lower part thereof, and a

button or stud attached toa supporting part.

The fastener and supporting part are both
attached to the connecting-web in any suit-
able way. In use the fastener and button
are applied to opposite sides of the fabric to
be supported, and the button is forced into

the loop of the fastener, pushing before it the.

fabrie, which is thus gathered and locked 1n
the bight of the loop of the fastener by the
engagement of the button and edges of the
loop of thefastener having the fabric between
them. Itisapparentthatastrainon the con-
necting-section will tend to force the button
and bight of the loop into closer engagement
and pull up, as it were, on the fabric. The

fabricbeing held between the button and edge

of the fastener,the natural tendency is to part
the threads of the fabric at the point of con-
tact, and thus tear it or at least subject 1t to
unequal wear. On the other hand, when the
connecting-section is slack the forece which
tends to keep the button and the fabric there-

| about in engagement with the bight of the

loop is removed, and the natural tendency 18
to loosen the button in the loop, and conse-
quently the hold on the fabric, and the result
is a disengagement of the fastener and sup-
porting part or a slipping of the fabric be-
tween the button and bight of the loop and
its consequent loosening.

To the end of overcoming the difficulties
heretofore encountered in the production of
such an article and of meeting the requisites
above pointed out, my invention consists in
the details of the several parts of a garment-
fastener and their combination in a fastener,
as is hereinafter more particularly described,
and pointed out in the claims. |

In general the embodiment of my invention
consists in the construction of a fastener of
such form and of such materials as that the
fabric will be held in such firm engagement
between the button and the bight of the loop
that under any ordinary conditions there will
be no danger of unfastening, and the char-
acter of the grip resulting from the aforesaid
form of loop and nature of material will be
such as to avoid any tearing or wearing effect
upon the fabric.

Reference is to be had totheannexed draw-
ings and the letters marked thereon, forming
a part of this specification, the same letters

L]

designating the same parts or features wher-

ever they occur.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 11s a per--

spective view of the metal core. I'ig. 21s a
sectional view of the loop on line 2 2 of Iig. 3.
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the complete
supporter,

Intheembodimentof myinvention as illus-
trated in the drawings, A designatesthe metal
core of a loop,which may be of ordinary wire
bent into substantially the form illustrated
in Fig. 1, the ends butting together at a and

- a slot or bight being formed, as shown at B,

with a comparatively narrow opening or neck
leading thereto. A covering or envelop of

pliable and resilient material, preferably of
rubber, is molded about the metal core, as
illustrated in Figs. 2 and 3 and designated by
the letter C.

E is the connecting-section of web ortape,
| to which the fastener isattached by any suit-
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able means. I have shown it attached by a
collar of elip D, and this can be used, or the
web may be attached directly to the fastener.

IF 1s a section of web attached to the con-
necting-section of web E,which forms a sup-
port to the button or stud G,which is prefer-
ably or hard rubber, but which may be made
of any other sunitable material.

In practice the support IF and fastener are

applied to different sides of the fabric of the

garmens to be supported, and from the rear
the button G isforced into the enlarged open-
ing of the loop, carrying with it a portion of
the fabric. The button surrounded by the
fabric 1s then pushed into the bight or slot
B. Theneck ¢'is constricted, and the button

G, with the fabric of the garment engaged

thereby, 1s foreced through the neck ¢’ against
the resistance of the covering orenvelop about
the portions of wire forming the neck ¢’, and
the resilicney of the covering will cause it to
regain its normal position after the button G
Is In position in the slot I3, and thus prevent
the button from retraction and the fastener
from accidental disengagement by the button
slipping out of the bight I3.

The metal core, with its covering, forms a
strong and durable fastener, and yet its com-
bination with the resilient covering eauses
the fastener to assume a flat shape and lie
close to the limb of the wearer. At thesame
time 1t will be sufficiently yielding so that it
will not be harsh or wearingin its effect upon
the fabric of the garment, nor will it be un-
comfortable in contact with the limb of the
wearer, and the resiliency of the covering is
such as to hold the button G firmly and yet
yieldingly in position.

T'o enhance the holding power of thig im-
proved fastener, the wire A may be made of
material suitable for springs, or the parts of

the wire forming the neck C may be tempered !

and made so as to be resilient. The neck
would then be constricted so as to present an
openingless than thatof the shank of the stud
G. Thiswould need to be pressedintothe bight
of the loop, foreing apart the wire forming
the neck C.  After the stud has been passed
into the bight B the resiliency of the wire
will cause it to spring back into position, thus
holding the stud in the bight of the loop with
considerable firmness.

[ have illustrated in the drawings and at-
tempted to describe one form of embodiment
of my invention; but the construction thus
shown and deseribed may of course be varied

in detail without departing from the spirit
and essence of my invention.

I do not attempt to prescribe the exact pro-
portions or configuration which a structure
embodying my invention must conform to.
It may be found desirable to add a small col-
lar about the wire at the base to make the
junction of endsat afirm and secure,although
this 18 not essential.

The essence of my invention resides in the
construction of a fastener consisting of a
metal core with a molded rubber covering
thereabout, which isadapted for engagement
with any kind of a stud G of correspondingly
sultable form and size in such a way as to hold
the fabric of the garment securely without

tearing it or subjecting it to undue wear and

whose construction is such as to greatly lessen
the chance or opportunity for unfastening.

I have illustrated the covering as pressed
out so as to form a fin ¢, and this may be
found desirable in practice as affording a flat-
ter surface and adding to the pliability and
resiliency of the covering at the edges, espe-
cially in the neckc’; butIdesire it to be un-
derstood that thisis a feature of construetion
and not of the essence of my invention, which
resides in the peculiarly-constructed fastener,
as hereinbefore described.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18—

1. A garment-fastener consisting of a metal

core with a rubber covering having horizon-
tally-pressed-out resilient{insaboutits edges,
substantially as deseribed.
2. Agarment-fastenercomprising inits con-
struction a metal core forming a loop with a
slot or bight at its lower end and a compara-
tively narrow connecting-neck, a rubber en-
velop molded thereabouthaving horizontally-
pressed - out resilient fins, the same being
adapted to engage the garment by coaction
with a button, said button to bhe held in the
before-mentioned slot by the resilient action
of the contiguous edges of the covering about
said slot and the neck Ieading thereto, sub-
stantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subserib-
Ing witnesses.

J. DEY CONOVER.
Wiltnesses:
GRO. I, BDAACK,
JAMES . LEONARD.
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