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To all whom it Maly CONCEr:

Beitknown thatI, WALTER B. SHEER, a citi-
zen of the United Sta,tes residing at, Qumcy,
in the county of Adams and state of Illinois,

5 have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Holdback-Locks, of whmh the
following is a specification.

My 1nvent10u relates to an improvement in

- holdback-locks, the object being to provide

10 a simple and inexpensive .device for the at-
tachment and detachment of holdbacks to
the shafts of a vehicle and at the same time
provide eifective means for preventing the

rattling of parts and to afford a convenient

15 arrangement for the free adjustment of the
strap without requiring any extra attach-
ments.

With the above in view my invention con-
sists in certain novel features and combina-

20 tions of parts more fully described herein-

- after and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 11is
a view In perspective of my improved hold-
back, and Fig. 2 is a longitudinal view.

A represents a base-block adapted to be se-
cured on the shafts of a vehicle, and 1 18 a
hook, the 'two being made, preferably, mn a
smn'le casting of malleable iron, white metal,
or what not. This cas ing has a round hole
30 21in its upper surface ;uet beneath the hook

1. DBall 3 is held yieldingly in this hole from
beneath by means of a spring, preferably a
stiff plate-spring 4, which bears upwardly
upon it, the spring being secured at some con-

35 venient point within the block where it 1s en-
tirely concealed and above all protected from
‘exposure to the weather.
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in place in the hole, the ball sufficiently fill-

- 40 ing the hole at all times to prevent sleet, ice,
or dirt from entering and clogging the spring..

- B represents the ring which attaches the

holdback-strap 6 tothelock. Thisringis elon-

- gated tothrow the strap back outof the way of
45 the lock, and it also has three cross-bars 7, S,

- and 9, between and around which the strap is

looped, affording means for the free adjust-

ment of the strap withoutrequiring any extra
attachments.

The tension of this
- spring is such that it normally keeps the ball

‘When the ring is forced into |

| the hook past'the ball, the latter yields until

the ring passes it and is then held yieldingly
in contact with the ring, so that a perfect

‘antirattler is formed, the ball always being”
free to revolve, so that the resistance it of-

fers is exactly the same no matter from which
direction the ring comes in contact with it.
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The ball and spring also prevent accidental

disengagement.
slight or no modification be used as a check-
rein-hook or asan ordinarysnap-hook,its func-
tions being the same in any event—namely,

to afford an easy means of attachment and de-

tachment, although always to prevent acci-
dental disengagement, and, further and 1m-
portant, to prevent all 1ett11nn* of parts.

It 1s evident that slight chenﬂ'es might be

made - in the form aud auanﬂ‘ement of the

several parts described Without departing
from the spirit and scope of my invention,
and hence I do not wish to limit myself to the
exact construction herein set forth; but,
Having thus set forth my invention, what

The device might also with -

0o
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I claim as new, and desire to secure by Lettel S .

Patent, is— .
1. As an article of manufaetme, a hold-

back-lock consisting of a hook and a yield-
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ingly-sustained ball acting to normally close

the hook and Splinb'-plessed in a direction
transversely of the hook.
2. As an article of manufacture, a hold-

loop encireling the hook and against which
the ball is held 1in continual yielding contact.

3. As an article of manufacture, a snap-
hook comprising a hook portion, and a spring-
pressed ball, the pressure upon which is in a

8o
back-lock comprising a hook, a spring-actu-
ated ball codperating therewith, and aring or

direction across the opemnn* or mouth of the

hook.

4. The eembmetwn with a hook, of a ball
and a spring which bears upon the latter at
a single point and in a direction at right or

appr onmetely right angles to the opening or

mouth of the hook
- WALTER B. SHEER.
Wltnesses |
EDWARD SHANNON
C. W. CHRISTIE.
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