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To all whom it may conceri:
Beit known that I, Javus W. PENI\Y a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at New

York, (Pelham,) in the county of Westches-

ter and State of New York, have invented
new and useful Improvements in Hats or
Head-Gears, of which the following is aspeci-
fication.

-This invention relates to ha,ts, bonnets, ‘and
the like, of straw or other suitable material,
and by means of this invention the hat can
be made durable or secure against breaking

and to retain or regain its desired shape, as
set forth in the following specification and

claim and illustrated 111 the annexed draw-

ings, in which—

Fig. 2 is
Fig. 3 is
a detail view of a braid. Fiﬂ*.-- 4 is an edge
view of Kig. 3.

The manufaetme of hats from p1a,1ts or
braids 1 is well known, an end of the plait

qure 11is a plan view of a hat.

being laid or placed in the center and the
The braid, asshown,
5 is lapped. Such braid 1s prowded with wire

plaitlaid in spiral form.

or stiffening 2, secured to the braid at a dis-
tance from or between the edges, as seen in
Fig. 3. As the various stretches or coils of

‘braid are lapped over one another, a stretch
or coil of wire extends along each lap. This |
wire being of suitable soft or springy kind |

will make the hat flexible and also cause the
same to retain its shape. Should the wearer

- of such a hat, for example, lie or lean back

35

- be bent or deflected, but not broken, so that |

in a chair the hat or brim while being flat-
tened or pressed against the chair-back would

' when free or relieved f1 om plessme the hat
or brim will spring back orresume 1ts proper
shape.

The wire or stlffenmfr 2 being secured away
from the edges of the b1 aad will not prevent

durable structure. The braids 1 can be
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the ovellappmw edges flom being sewed ot
“secured in the usua,l way to form a firm or
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formed of straw or might be replaced by

strips of felt orother suitable material. Such

straw or material when left unsized or un-

starched will be ﬂemble or in suitable condi-
tion to follow the wire as the 1attel bends and

springs back to shape.
The wire 2 can be concealed or hidden by

| the braid, if desired, or left exposed to view

for the sake of appearance or for other rea-
sons, as thought desirable. When the wire

18 placed on the. under side of the braid or
made to come between or under thelaps, such

wire can be concealed.
- What I claim as new, and desue to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

As an 1mp10ved article of manufacture, a
hat eomposed of lapped braid having a recti-
linear wire secured thereto at a dl"t&lﬁl@e from

the edges of the braid and extended continu-

ously a,lonn' and between the parts of each
lap, bubsta,ntlally as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in the presence of two %ubseubmw
witnesses. |

JAMES W. PENNY.

Wltnesses
W. C. HAUFF |
E. F. _KASTE_NHUBER.
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