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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, _WALLACE' SUMNER
GRANGE, a citizen of the United States, resid-

ing at Malta, in the county of De Kalb and
State of Illinois, have invented certaln new
and useful Improvements in File boxes or
Cases; and I do declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the In-
vention, such as will enable others skilled 1n

‘the art to which it appertains to make and

use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to the figures ol

reference marked thereon, which form apart.

of this specification. S -

My invention relates to a file case or box for
holding papers or manuseript, and has for its
object to provide a construction of such a box
which will be practically dust-proof and also
in which the cover or top will be made to
serve to support the box in an inelined posi-

‘tion for convenience in filing away or remov-

ing papers from the box.
Totheaccomplishmentof the foregoing and
such other objects as may hereinafter appear,

the invention consistsin the construction and

combination of partshereinafter particularly

described and then sought to be specifically
defined by the claims, reference being had to

the accompanying drawings, forming a part
hereof, and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective of the box or case |

Fig. 2 is a perspective
of the same with the top or cover opened; and
Fig. 3 is a perspective of the same, showing

the top or cover in position to hold the box or

case in an inclined position. | -

In the drawings the numeral 1 designates
the body of the box or case, which 1s provided
with a back 2, preferably made of wood or
other stiff material, and which may be covered
with leather or other material, the body of the
box or case preferably being made of some
suitable stiff board. The front side and one
end of the body portion 1 is cut away at its
upper portion, as illustrated clearly in Figs.

2 and 3, so as to form an inclined or tapering

opening to the interior of the box or case, and

‘the edge of the box or case along such open-
ing is preferably made of less thickness than

the other portion of the body, so as to enable

the edges of the top or cover when closed to-

. st1

formed a recess or channel 4, adapted to re-
ceive one end 5 of the top or cover 6 when the
cover or top is closed. Thischannel orrecess
being formed next to the back 2 of the box or

‘ease, which is the portion exposed when the

box or case is in place upon its shelf, and thus
most exposed, serves to form a practically
dust-proof joint or connection between the
back and the body of the boxorcase. Italso
serves more effectively to retain the top or
cover in its closed position and enables the
T back 2 to afford protection to that end of
the top or cover, and thus prolong the life ot
the box or case. | |

The top or cover

6 is hinged by a flexible

joint of any suitably material or kind to the

top edge of one side of the box or case, 80 as
to permit the top or cover to be thrown back
at a right angle, or practically so, to the side
of the case when opened,as illustrated in Figs.
oand 3of thedrawings. This causesone side
of the box or case to rest against the adjacent
side .of the top or cover when thrown open, as
illustrated in Fig. 3, so as to constittite a sup-
port for the box or case, and thus sustain the
same at an inclination, as indicated in that
ficure, thereby greatly facilitating the ma-
nipulation of the papers or manuseript within

‘the box, so that the same can be adjusted in

their proper place between the sheets or di-

Tothe 1_‘631' of the back 20f the bodyorcase,
‘and between it and the end 3 of the box next
thereto at the upper edge of the box, there is
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vision members 7, arranged within the case

to receive the papers or manusecript.

In order to hold-the top or cover 6 in its
rearmost position when open, and thus pre-
vent it from slipping from under the box or
case, which it would have a tendency to do

Qo

unless means were provided to prevent the

same, I provide a suitable elastic connection

between the body of the box or case and the
top or cover. In the drawings 1 have illus-
trated such connection as composed of an

elastic band 8, which at one end is attached
by suitable means to the body of the box or
case and at the other end to the side of the
top or cover, as illustrated clearly in Fig. 8
of the drawings. By this means the elastic
connection 8 will exert a tension upon the top
or cover when thrown back into the position

fit flush with the outside of the body or case. | shown in Fig. 3, so asto draw or pull the same
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 toward the box, and thus prevent the top or
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case when in the position indicated.
elastic connection also serves to hold the top

cover from slipping from: under the box or

This

or cover securely in its closed position, such

“position being shown by dotted lines in Fig.

5-and the elastic connection in its changed
position being indicated by dotted lines in the
same figure of the drawings.

Under the construction described I form a
durable box or case for filing away papers or
manuscript and also practically exclude all
dust from the contents of the box or case and
afford the protection before described to the
end of the top or cover next to the back 2 of
the box or case. T also am enabled to'pro-
vide for the top or cover constituting a sup-
port. for the box or case at an inclined posi-
tion and guard against the case falling from
that position when papers are being inserted

- or removed therefrom. -
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- the box-body atthe endand atthefront,soas |

[ haveillustrated and described what T con-
sider to be the preferred details of construc-
tlon and . arrangement of the several parts;

but it is obvious that changes can be made |
therein without departing from the essential

features of the invention. | |
It will be observed that the groove or re-
cess 4 is formed by having a portion of the

stif back 2 eut away, thus forming the recess

between said back and the end of the bhox-
body next thereto. This enables the end of
the cover next to the recess to fit in the re-

cess and be protected by the stiff back at that

end of the box and to fit over the edge of the

box-body at that point, soasto effectually ex-

clude dust and dirt from the box, and with-
out impairing the strength of the back, which

continues from the recess to the bottom of !

the box. It will also be observed that the
other edges of the cover overlap the edges of

9 .- | B - 623,007

to exclude dirt and dust. It will also be ob-
served that the cover when thrown open has

1ts broad back to bear against the side of the
box, by which the box is inclined at the best

angle, the cover being held in such position

by the connecting means illustrated, with-
out which the cover would slip and not prop-
erly support the box. The connecting means
also serves to hold the cover in its closed po-

sition when shut.

- Having described my invention and set

forth its merits, what I claim is——
- 1. A filing box or case composed of the hol-
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low body portion provided at one end witha

-stiff back and having a portion of the back
_cut away between it and the end of the body
portion nextthereto to form a recess or groove
‘foreceive and protectthe end of the cover fit-
ting therein, and a hinged cover adapted

t when closed to have one end thereof fit in

‘the recess formed as described and the other
-edges of the cover to overlap the edoes of the
“body portion, substantially as and for the
purposes deseribed. = |

2. A filing box or case provided with a
hinged top or cover adapted when opened to
lie beneath one side of the box to constitute
& supportfor sustaining the boxin aninclined
position, and a fastening device connecting
the cover and box so as to securely hold the
cover beneath the box when opened and thus
prevent the cover-support from being aceci-
dentally displaced from beneath the box-
‘body, and also hold the cover in its closed
position, substantially as and forthe purposes
described. B |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. :

WALLACE SUMNER GRANGE.
Witnesses: - - |
WILLIAM L. STEPHENS,
BUN B. SMILEY.
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