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To all whom it may concermn:

IO

Be it known that I RUSSELL B. FULLER, a

 citizen of the Unlted States, residing at Hol—

land, in the county of Ottawa a,nd State of
Mlehwan have invented a certain new and
useful Improvement in Fruit and Vegetable
Baskets, (Case No. 1,) of which the followmﬂ'
is a full, elem , coneise, and exact deseri ptwn
My invention relates to the manufacture of

‘baskets of the class used for packing small
These baskets must be of light weight,
of low cost, and properly ventﬂated and yet'

fruits.

of sufficient str ength to hold the fruit during
transportation and until placed in the hands
of the consumer. Veneers have been largely
used as a material in the construction of such
boxes, an inner hoop being employed at the
upper edge to give Stlenﬂ'th and serve as-a

- support for the thm materlal eonshtutmﬂ' the

20

25

body of the basket.

My invention herem relates par tmularly to
the construction of fruit boxes or baskets of
the general class in question; and it consists
in the special construction of the basket from
a single blank or sheet of material, as herein
desombed I prefer to use sheets of veneer,

~each box to be formed of a single piece of ma-
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- veneer or like material having at the lower
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terial. Itisobvious, however, tha,t other thin

flexible material 11avmﬂ' suﬂlclent strength
ness to keep its shape might be em-

and stiff
ployed—as, for example, paqteboard |

My invention consists more partlculalh in
the basket or box formed of a single piece of

angles slits constructed to cause an edge at
each slit to project to form, so to speak, leﬂ's
which give a good support and afford means
of Ventﬂatlon and facility for inspection of
the fruit from below, the ends of the box
being the folded flaps, thh are integral with
the main body of the box and secured ton‘ether

Ppreferably, by a single wire staple at each end

of the basket. The flaps, as will be more

‘particularly described, are so cut and scored
as to make each corner double thick. The

scoring of the outer sheet forming the corner
when left single has given great trouble, since
exposure to moisture and again to heat, which
dries out the mmstme, will cause the veneer
to break at the scoring. My construction is

such that the inner scoring is covered by the
outer layer or flap and is less lmble tochanges |
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resulting from weather exposure. This pro-

advantage of pI‘OVldlI]D' a double thickness of
material at the corners.

- My invention will be more 1ea,d11y under-
stood by reference to the accompanying dI'a,W*

ings, in which—

FI‘D‘U re 1is a plan view of the body of a box
stamped oul or, as we call it in the factory,
““blanked out, » and exhibits the slits—that

18, the cuts entlrely through the sheet—and

the scoring —that is, the euts only partially
through the sheet—the scoring being for the

‘purpose of determining and famhtatu_n the
bending of the mateua,l into the shape re-

quired. Fig. 2 is a perspective view illus-

trative of a complete basket or boxembodying

my invention.

Like parts are indicated by similar letters

of reference in the different figures.

In Fig. 1 the scoring is indicated by dotted
lines and the slits are indicated by full lines.
The blank, as illustrated in Fig. 1, is pro-

tection of the inner scoring from cracking is
an additional advantage to the mechanical
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vided at eaeh end with three ﬂaps the cen-

tral flaps @ ¢’ extending from the central por-
tion of the blank, while the flaps 6 0’ extend
from the side por tion ¢ thereof, and the flaps
d d' extend from the side or portlon e. It
will be observed that each of the side flaps is
provided with a scoring (indicated, for exam-
ple, by the dotted lmes forming the tri langu-
lar pieces f f,) while the inner ﬂa,ps a4 & are
provided with a scoring on each edge, as in-
dicated at g g. The slits about the central
portion or bottom may be in the form shown—
that is to say, the slits & i are longitudinal
and on opposite sides of the por tlon forming
the bottom and symmetrically disposed. The
slits ¢ £ are in like manner on opposite sides
of the central portion and arranged symmet-
rically. The blank being formed, as de-

scribed, with slits and scorings, is placed over

a former and folded as shown in Fig. 2, the
staples being inserted as shown, thus form-

ing a basket having the entire body thereof

of a single sheet of veneer. 'T'he legs or pro-
jections 11 m, it will be observed, are exten-
sions from the main body of the basket and
are brought to the desired position by the
s1mple act of folding the blank. The flaps
a ¢ form the inner surface of the ends of the
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basket. The scorings g are made upon the
outer surface and are covered by the flaps 0
b d.
with

These double corners, constructed as shown,
reduce the length of the side pieces and, I
find, add about one-fifth to the carrying
strength of the box.. DBoxes or baskets hold-
ing from five to ten pounds of fruits, like to-
matoes or peaches, when made according to
my invention are of sufficient strength, such

strengih being enhanced by the V- sha,ped
form of the double corners.

This has not to
my knowledge before been accomplished by
the use of veneers without strengthening the
upper edges by hoops or by metal |

IIa,Vlnﬂ' thus described my invention, I
claim as new, aund desire to secure by Letters
Patent, the follomnfr

1. As an article of new manufacture, a box
or basket formed from a smn*]e integr &1 sheet
of veneering, provided w1th flaps, the flaps

being scored to cause the same to form dou-
ble corners when folded, the scoring g of the
central flaps being cover red by the Slde flaps, -
slits being cut .ﬂ;bout the central portion as
“indicated at N o to form legs or supports m m,
substantiallyasand for the parpose specified.

The basket thus formed is provided
double corners "of two thicknesses.

622,921

2. As a new article of manufacture, a box

or basket formed from a single integral sheet
of pliable material, said sheet being slit and

scored to form side and end pieces, the cen-
tral part of said sheet forming the bottom,

the edges of said side and end portions over-
lapping one another at the corners to make
the box of double thickness at the corners,
and angularslits beingeutatintervals around
the central portion, as indicated, to form legs
or supports extending from the end or side
pieces, and leaving openings at the edges of
the bottom for ventilation and inspection.
3. As a new article of manufacture, a box

or basket formed from a single integral sheet

of wood, said sheet being slit and scored to
form su]e and end pieces, and three-sided
slits 2 cut at intervals around the central por-

tion, whereby legs or supports are formed as

continuations of the end portions and open-
ings left in the bottom for ventilation, sub-
stantially as set-forth.
In witness whereof I hereunto subser 1be my
name this Sth day of December, A. D. 1598.
RUSSELL DB. TULLER.
Witnesses:
GEORGE I’. BARTON,
MARGARET M. HEAVENER.
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