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To all whom it may concerm:
Beit knownthat I, JAMES H. WELCH,

ington, Distriet of Columbia, have invented
5 cer tain new and useful Impr ovementsin Soap-
Holders, (patented in Great DBritain, No.
24,700, Deeembel 24, 1895;) and I do hereby
declare the following-to be a fTull, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
ro will enable others skilled in the art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same.
My invention relates fo animprovement in
holders for soap, and particularly such hold-

ers as are designed to be arranged in conven--

15 lent proximity to the wash basin or bowl of
lavatories, bath-rooms, and similar compart-
ments in hotels, railway-stations, and other
public and pumte places. -

In most of the constructions hitherto known

2o to me a spindle device of some kind. is em-
ployed, which spindle passes into or through

- the soap. I have found that after some use

- the water enters around said spindle, and
| thus eventually and indeed very quickly sof-

25 tens the soap about said spindle, thus ren—
dering the soap easily broken.

It is the objeet of my invention to prevent

‘the access of water around the spindle, thus |

avolding all the disadvantages arising from

30 such enmanee
. With this object in view my in vention con-
sigis in providing the spindle which enters
the soap with a disk, cap, or plate having an
annular derending flange permanently fixed
35 or secured to said spindle at a point interme-

diate between its ends, which is arranged to
cut into the soap around the spindle, and

thereby prevent the water from getting to
that part of the spindle which is inserted in
4¢ the soap. Moreover, in addition to this the
said annular flange in being forced into the
soap compresses that part of the soap sur-

rounded by it, thus still further aiding in

preventing the water from entering the soap.
45 In this way the soap cannot be worn away

around the spindle to any appreciable extent,

since it remains hard up to the last.

aforesaid spindleis provided at the end which
- does not enter the soap with any suitable
so means for suspending the same.,

a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Wash-

view of the same.

The'

My invention, moreover, consists in remov-
ably attaching to the lower end of the spin-
dle, preferably by screw-threading, a com-
pressing-plate also provided with an annular
flange adapted toenter thesoap. Thisflanged 55
lower compressing-plate may be used uhen
the spindle is caused to entirely penetrate the
soap and to project somewhat beyond it. It
is caused to engage the lower threaded end
of said spindle or stem and i1s turned until 60
its flanged ends are embedded in the soap
and the latter is thereby compressed between
the two flanged plates, thus thoroughly pre-
venting the access of water at either point
at which the spindle projects from the soap. 63
The depending flanges on the upper and
lower plates may preferably be flaring on
their interior surfaces. DBy this meansan an-
nular section of soap comprised between the
spindle and said flange is thoroughly com- 7o
pressed againstsaid spmdle Insome cases—
that 1s,when the spindle does not pass through
the soap, but only partially into its body——-
the lower plate may be dispensed with. In
this case the flanged plate, which is perma- 75
nently secured t0 the spindle, performs not
only the function of keeping the water from -
contact with the spindle, but also has a means
of effectually grasping the soap and holding
1t against removal when the same is sub- 8o

.Jected merely to or dinar y uses.

My invention consists-in such further fea- |
tures as will be hereinafter described, and
pointed out in the claims.

My invention will now be described in  con- 8 5
nection with the accom panymw drawings and
then particularly pointed out in the claims

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of a device embodymn' my invention ap-
plied to a cake of soap. Fig. 2 1s a sectional go
Fig. 318 a perspeetive view
of one of the plates or disks.

Referring to the drawings, A is-a spindle
arranged to be inserted through the cake of
soap and provided with a screw-thread ¢ at 95
one end and a plate or disk a' near the other
end, said plate or disk having an annular
flange a®. Above this disk a’ thespindle may
be provided with an eye a®for the attachment

| of a chain or other flexible securing device, 100
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