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To all whom it may concerr: -

Be it known that I, JOHN PERCY HART, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Cad-
wallader, in the county of Fayette and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Unchecking De-
vices; and I do declare the following to be a
full, elear, and exact deseription of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, and to the letters of ref-

erence marked thereon, which form a part of

- this specification.

This invention relates to certain new and

~useful improvements in unchecking and
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checking devices for harnesses, and especially
to a simple means whereby the unchecking
and checking may be effected easily by sim-

ply throwing a strap which is secured at one

end to one of the reins over an upturned por-
tion of the locking or checking device which
15 attached to the saddle of the harness,
whereby the strap will allow the horse to lower
1ts head for any purpose. o

More specifically, the invention resides in

thesecuring tothe saddle of the harnessa flat-

tened shell which is longitudinally apertured
and has a contracted portion whereby the un-
checking device, with a stop secured thereto,
may pass freely through the wider portion of
the aperture when it is desired to allow the
horse to lower its head, but so arranged that
when the strap secured to the checkrein is
thrown into the contracted part of the shell

- the stop will strike against the. edge of the

- shell and be held securely from passing into

the aperture, a suitable attachment being

- provided to guide the strap in whichever por-
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tion of the shell it is desired the strap held.

A further part of the presentinvention con-
sists of the provision of an integral upturned
portion of the apertured shell, which guides
the strap connected at one end tothe driving-
rein, while its other end is connected to the

~ check-strap.

To these ends and to such others as the in-
vention may pertain, the same consists, fur-
ther, in the novel construction, combination,
and adaptation of parts, as will be hereinaf-
ter more fully deseribed and then specifically
defined in the appended claims,

I.

My invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, which, with the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, form a part
of this application, and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the un-
checking and checking device shown as
checked up. Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the
same, showing in dotted lines the position of

the strap when thrown to one side of the shell,

as in the act of unchecking the device. Fig.
3 18 & vertical sectional view through the de-
vice. Kig. 4 is a section online 44 of Fig. 2.

Reference now being had to the details of
the drawings by letter, A designates the sad-
dle of the harness, which is to be secured in

the usual manner to the back-pad of a har-

ness. Secured to the saddle is the shell B,
which is fastened to the saddle by means of
the stud and nut, as shown.
pers toward 1ts forward end and is apertured
longitudinally, as seen at C, and has a con-

tracted portion D, formed by casting or oth-

erwise, forming a part of the upper wall of
said shell thicker, as at C? than that portion

of the wall indicated at C%, as clearly seen in

Fig. 4 of the drawings. The contracted por-
tion of the aperture issubstantially of a width
to allow the strap E,without a stop thereon, to
pass freely through the same,while the broad-
ened portion of the aperture will allow the

strap to pass freely through andalso the stop

K, which is secured to the strap. That por-
tion of the shell on which the strap rests is
extended, as at II, beyond the opening into
the shell and has an upturned projection or
guide K. It will be noted that the edge of the
shell against which the stop strikes when the
strap carrying the stop is in the position
shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings is at right

‘angles to the adjacent edge of the shell and
parallel to the flattened end of the stop, so

that as the stop comesin contact with the end
of the shell it will strike squarely against the
same, and the strap can pass no farther. The
sald strap E, which carries the stop F, is se-
cured to the button M, which is mounted on

‘a plate M', which plate may be sewed or oth-

erwise fastened to the driving-rein O at any
convenient location, while the other end of

the strap E is buckled to the checkrein in

the usual manner. | |
In operation when it is desired to uncheck

This shell ta-
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the horse which has a harness equipped with |

my improved device the driver throws with
the rein the strap E over the upright por-
tion K, which allows the said strap, with its
stop F, to pass freely through the widened
portion of the aperture in the shell C, and
the horse is allowed to lower its head. In
checking up the horse the strap E i1s drawn
through the widened portion of the shell, as
is also the stop secured to the strap, and
when the stop passes through the aperture
the rein may be manipulated so as to throw
the strap E over on the opposite side of the
portion K, and as the strap is drawn forward
the stop will strike against the edge of the

~ shell at the end of the contracted portion
thereofand the strap held from forward move-

" ment.

The extended portion of the shell, as

seen at H, forms a rest for the strap, so that

2Q

the latter is always held in a horizontal po-

- sition or the stop at right angles to the mar-

+ gin of the shell at the opening into the aper-
- tare. -

30

For convenience in unharnessing the strap
may be disconnected from the button M and
drawn through the shell, the strap being re-
moved with the headstall.

Having thus described myinvention, what

I claim to be new, and desire to secure by Let- |

ters Patent, 1s—

1. In a checking and unchecking device

for harnesses, a shell secured to the saddle,
which shell has a contracted portion, a check-
strap, a stop secured to sald strap, an up-
turned portion of the shell forming a guide

to hold the strap in a checked or unchecked

relation, as set forth.

2. In a checking and unchecking device,
the shell with contracted portion at one side
of its longitudinal median line, the stop and
strap carrying same, an extension of the shell,
outside of the opening therein, on which said
strap rests, and an integral upturned guide
at the end of the extension, as set forth.

3. In a checking and unchecking device,
the flattened shell with edges tapering to-
ward its forward end, a portion of the upper
wall of the shell being thickened, thus form-
ing a contracted space on one side of the lon-

gitudinal line of the shell, the strap, the stop

thereon, and upturned guide designed to
hold said strap in either the contracted or
wide space in the shell, -as shown and de-
scribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature:

in presence of two witnesses.
JOHN PERCY HART.
- Witnesses: |
~A. L. HouagH,
L. C. HILLS.
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