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To all whom it may concern:

Ie it known that I, FRANKLIN W. BROOKS,
a citizen of the United States, residing in the
city, county, and State of New York, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Seals for Cars, Baggage, &c., of
which the following is a specification. |
- My invention is an improvement upon the
seal which is the subject of my Letters Pat-
ent No. 580,763, of April 13, 1897.
- Theimprovements are designed to simplify
and cheapen the construction of theseal itself

‘and to provide means which will permit sta-
tlon-marks or other identifying-marks to be

readily impressed upon the body of the seal
at the time it is applied and put into use.

The improvements will first be deseribed
In connection with the drawings accompany-
ing and forming part of this specification,
and will then be more particularly pointed
out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

view of the seal complete. Fig. 2 is a face
view of the same, showing in dotted lines the

“position and arrangement of the parts con-

tained within the casing when the shackle is
in locked position.
the device with the cover or back plate B
broken away to expose the interior parts.
Fig. 4 is a section on line 4 4, Fig. 2. Fig. 5
18 a perspective view of the shackle detached.

The sheet-metal casing A iscombined with
a cover or pack plate B. In itisecrimped the
central longitudinal rib D, and it is also pro-

- 35 vided with passages «, one on each side of
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the rib D, for the entrance of the shackle T,
provided at its ends with locking-hooks b,
adapted to engage and interloek with the

ends of the locking spring or device E, which
In all these

lie one on each side of the rib D.
respects the sealin a broad sense is the same
as that described and claimed in my afore-
said Letters Patent. I have, however, im-
proved the construction and arrangement of
1ts parts in the following particulars: The
casing A is erimped or struck up with a cir-

cumseribing flat flange m, upon and around

which is bent and crimped the overlapping
edge 1 of the cover or back plate B. In this

50 way the two parts are readily and securely

Fig. 3 1s a back view of

| united,while the finished casing, composed of

the two parts thus united, is provided with
a circumscribing stiffening - lange, which
strengthens the device, serves measurably to

protect the same, and at the same time pro- 5z

vides a surface which will serve as a guide to
the ends of the shackle in the operation of
entering the same into the passages ¢ of the
casing. | |

- The rib D, which divides the casing A 6o

lengthwise into two passages s, stops a little
short of the top of the casing,where the open-
ings a are formed, leaving within the casing
a constricted passage p at the top, which is

located at a point between the shackle-open- 65

1ngs @ and opens into and joins the two lon-
gitudinal passagess. By this construetion I
am enabled to use as a locking device a sim-
ple spring-metal strip or wire E, which is
merely bentinto the form of a bow, as shown.

The bend of the bow is contained in the con-

stricted passage p, passing overthe upperend
of the rib.D, between it and the top of the
casing, while its legs extend down, one on

each side of the rib D, into the side passages 75

s In such position that when the shackle F is
in place in the casing they will engage the
hooks b on the shackle. |

The set of the spring-acting legs of the bent

strip E is such that the legs spread apart and 8o

normally stand in the path of the endsof the
shackle. When the shackle is pushed into
the casing, its ends meet the legs of the spring-
strip K and. push them inwardly or toward

the rib D, this continuing until the hooks b, 8s

which are formed on the interior opposite
edges of the legs of the shackle, come oppo-
site to the ends of the spring-strip, which ends
then spring outwardly into engagement with

the hooks, thus locking the shackle in place. go

The shackle itself I prefer to form of flat
sheet metal, as shown., It is scored at the
points ¢, where it is to be broken when it is de-
sired to remove the seal, and, as before said,

the hooks b are cut or formed on the interior g5
opposite edges of its legs, ator near the lower
end thereof.

"The rib D extends part way only of the
length of the case, so as to leave at the bot-

| tom-of the case or that partof the case at the 100
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opposite end from where the shackle enters
an independent portion g, upon which can be
impressed any such marks as it may be de-
sired to apply at the time the seal is put into
use. At this point there is interposed be-
tween the front and back walls of the case a

filling or wad A of some material-——such, for
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- rial to furnish a marking-surface.
this portion of the seal is shown by way of

30

example, as paper or pasteboard—whieh will
offer a yielding resistance to the tool or hand-
stamping device used to impress the mark
upon the case. The filling is necessary, be-
cause without it the walls of the case would
break down under the pressure of the indent-
ing or markingtool; but at the sametime the
ﬁlllI]D‘ materml mustbe measur ably yielding,

SO as %o permit the markstobe indented into
the sheet metal of which the case is com-
posed. In this way the station-master, with
a simple hand-indenting device or stamn can
impress the desired Statmn mark or othel
identifying-mark into the sheet metal of the
case itself at the time of applying the seal,
thus avoiding the use of any auxiliary tags
for the purpose or the application tothe seal

of lead or other soft-metal extraneous mate-

In Fig. 2

illustration as indented with the station-
mark 21.

Having described my improvement and the
best way now known to me of carrying the

same into effect, what I claim herein as new,

and desire to secure by Letters PPatent, 1s as

follows:

1. The sheet- metal casing A and cover or

back plate I3 crimped together, the casing
having a circumscribing ﬂanﬂ*e M, Shackle-
openings «, and rib D, StOpplﬂﬂ' short of the
top of the casing to form the side pPassages S
on the pro]onﬂ'&tlou of the shackle-openings a,
and top communicating passage p inter med1—-
ate of said shackle-openings, and the bowed
spring locking-strip E, passing over the top
of the rib D, with its legs extending'down on
each side thereof one into each passage s, 1n
position to engage the hooked ends of the
shackle, substantlallv as and for the purposes
hereinbefore set forth.

2. The sheet-metal lock-case provided w lth
shackle-openings and passages and a spring
locking device for the ends of the shackle as
deseubed and provided also with an inter-
space ¢, and a filling or wad /i, therefor com-
posed of a material ‘which will offer yvielding
resistance to. pressure, substantially as and
for the purposes hereinbefore set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 23d day of January, 1899.

. FRANKLIN W. BROOKS.

Witnesses: o
EwErELL A. DICK,
E. HuME TALBERT.
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