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Lo all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that I, CLIFFORD A. COOK, of
Milford, county of Worcester State of Massa-

,,ehusetts, have invented an Improvement in
Fasteners for Lacings, of which the following

description, in connection with the accompa-
nying drawings, is a specification, like letters
on the drawings representing llke parts.

My mventwn 18 a device for fastening or
locking the ends of shoe strings or lacings at
the t0p of a laced shoe, & 10ves, &e.

In general my invention comprises a hook
or gooseneek over which a two-legged sad-
dle-like clamp is caused to pinch in the bent
lacing.

The details of my invention will more fully

appear in the course of the following descrip-

tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing dmwmws 111ustmtwe of a preferred em-
bodiment thereof and the invention will be
more pertwulerly defined 1in the appended
claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 shows in side ele-
vation a shoe provided with my fastening.
Figs. 2 to 4 are enlarged details, in side ele-
vation, showing the fastening respectively
open, partly closed, and entirely closed. Fig.
5 18 a front end elevation looking toward the
right, Fig. 3. Fig. 6 is a
looking toward the right, Fig. 4. Fig. 7is a
top plan view of Fig. 4. Figs. 8 and 9 show
in side elevation and perspective, respec-
tively, a modified form of fastener.

The shoe a may be provided with eyelets o'
and hooks ¢* and lacings a® of any usual or
preferred kind and arranwement

As is well known, it is Gth emely difficult
to secure the lacmn‘s or shoestrings at their
upper meeting ends by tying, and various
locking devices have been suggested there-
for; but so far as I am aware these have all
been defective for one reason or another,
either cutting the string or permitting it to

slip. Accordingly I have devised the inven-

tion herein described, being shown in posi-
tion at ¢*, Fig. 1, and i in enlarged detail in the
remaining hn'ures

Referrmn* to Figs. 2107, 6 deswn&tes a base
of any smtable kmd for securing the fastener

similar elevation

| from this base is a hook or gooseneck b’, hav-

ing a notch or slit 6° at its rear edge, within
which the shoestring may be caught, as in-
dicated in dotted lines in the figures. Adja-

cent to or on this hook or ﬂeoeeneek 1s mount- :

ed, preferably by a pivot bg a locking-clamp
b4, "of saddle-like form, bifurcated at its for-
ward end, so as to provide the.two legs b°, as
clearly shown in Figs. 5 and 7.

Instead of pivoting the clamp as shown at
b3 it may be mounted in various other posi-
tions, one being shown in Figs. Sand 9, where
the clamp 6% is shown in the form of a loop
having its two legs pivoted at their lower ends
at b% in the base of the hook, the latter hav-
ing preferably a flattened head b, under the
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projecting edges of which the lacing may be

drawn and clamped, as shown in Kig. 8.
In operation the shoe-lacing is pulled to the
tension desired for comfort and appearance

‘and is then caught over the hook or goose-

neck, as shown in'the drawings, the locking-
clamp being then in the position shown in

‘Fig. 2 or Fig. 9, and then the locking-clamp

1s simply swung over into the position Figs. 4

| and 3, thereby 1mmovably gripping the lacing

in locked position. As the clamp b* gets into
the position Fig. 3 its legs 0° engage the la-
cing and crowd it tightly against the sides of
the gooseneck, with a sharp bend over the
inner end of the notch 6% so that when the
clamp is depressed into the position shown
in Iig. 4 the shoestring is pinched in such
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position that it cannot possibly become loos-

ened; also, the locking-clamp b* rests in such
close proximity to the shoe-top that it cannot
become accidentally unlocked. 'The same is
true of the modified form of fastener.

When the lacing is to be removed, the
wearer catches his finger under the locking-
clamp and instantly swings it away from its
engagement with thelacing, leaving the latter
periectly free to be removed from the hook.

I do not restrict my invention to the pre-
¢ise form and arrangement herein shown, in-
asmuch as many changes and modifications
may be resorted to without departing from

| the spirit and scope of my invention, nor isit

restricted to use with shoe-lacings, as it will

go
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Projecting upwardly | be obvious that it may be equally well applied 100
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to gloves or other articles wherein lacings are
used |

Having fully deser ibed m y 1nvent10n what
Iclaim asnew, and desire to secure by Lettels
Patent, is—

1. A fastener for secur mn* shoe - lacings,
comprising a stationary hook adapted to re-
ceive the lscing, and a locking-clamp engag-

ing the lacing on the opposite sides of Sald-

hook and gripping the lacing between it and

the said sides of the hook substantmlly as de-

seribed.

2. Alacing-fastener comprising a hook and
a 100111nfr—clamp pivotally mounted on said
hook, and having opposite portions adjacent
the 1espect1ve s1des of the hook and engag-
ing the lacmg at said opposite sides-of the
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hook as the clamp is turned on its pivet, sub-
stantially as described.

3. A lacing-fastener comprising a hook in

the form of a gooseneck, and a saddle-like de-
vice pivoted in said hook and straddling the
latter, said device having its legs arranged
slightly away from the respective sides of
| the hook for bending the lacing sharply about
the hook and clamping it against the sides
thereof, substantially as described.
In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
| two subscribing witnesses.
CLIFFORD A. COOK.
Witnesses
JOHN C. EDWARDS,
AUGUSTA E. DEAN.
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