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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLIAM H. ANSELL, a
citizen of the United. States, residing at Man-
chester, in: the county of Hﬂlsborouwh and
State of New Hampshire, have 1nvented Ger-
tain new and useful Improvements in Collec-
tion Time-Cards for Letter-Boxes; and I do
hereby declarethe following to be afull, clear,
and exact description of the 1nvent10n such
as will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

All street letter drop-boxes are now pro-
vided in a conspicuous place upon their out-
side with a metal plate, upon which is en-

graved the hours for morning and evening

collection of the letters or other mail- matter
and 1t 1s tothese which thisinvention relates.
It is of course very convenient to have these
drop-boxes supplied with a schedule of the
times of day at which their contents are col-
lected by a collector; but if a person is de-
sirous of dropping mall whieh it is 1mportant
should be at the post-office at a given time in
order that it may depart by a given train, and
such person arrivesata drop-box at, say, 12.,’40
p. m., and atter waiting a few moments does
not see a collector he may think it necessary
to walk to the post-office or take other means
of getting his mail there, when possibly that
pmtwular collection has not yet been gath-
ered by the collector, or, on the other hand, a
collector after flequentlv opening that par-
ticular box at that hour and finding it empty

may when hurried skip that eollectlon and

thus work injury to the public. It is thus
very desirable that it shall be known defi-
nitely whether or no the various collections
from thesestreetletter-boxeshave been made;
and the object of the present invention is to
provide suitable means for announcmﬂ‘ the

~ fact.

_50

The 1nvention will be fully set forth in the
following specification and claims and clearly
111ustrated in thedrawings acecompanying and
forming a part of the same, of which—

qure 1 isa broken elevation showing one
of myimproved collection-schedules attached
to a portion of-a letter-box, Fig. 2 being a
broken plan view of the same. Flﬂ‘ 3 Shows

a cross-section of a portion of a 1etter—box to
which my improvements are attached, Fig. 4
being a view similar to Fig. 3, taken ‘at an-

other point and showing in cross-section the
square portion of a Spmdle carrying a rotary
cylinder on which a-subsequent collection is
announced when required.

Similarreference-letters denote COTT espond-
ing parts in all the views.

A represents a portion of a street letter
drop-box, which is provided in the pr esent In-
stance Wlth a horizontally - elongated open-
ing a.

B is a frame secured by screws or rivets b

t0 the box A and adapted to confine the ed oges

of a collection time-plate C in the desired

place, said plate Cbeing provided with a hori-

zontally-elongated opening c, over which ap-

pear the words ‘“ Next collectmn ” a8 seen in
- Kig. 1.

Any number of screws or rivets b
may be used in the frame B for holding the
plate C in proper position, one only of these
being shown in the drawings.

On the inside of the box A and at either end
of the opening a are secured suitable brack-
ets D D', theformer being larger than the lat-
ter and provided with a series of notches or

perforations d, as seen in Figs. 2 and 3, and

each bracket has a central perforation, re-
spectively, d' d° the perforation d of the

- bracket D being preferably larger than the

perforation d* of the bracket D' for the ac-
commodation of thelargercylindrical portion

e of the spindle H, terminating at that end

with a knob F. The Opposwe end of said
spindle termmates with a smaller eylindrical
portion €', provided atits end with a threaded
nut G, and between its eylindrical portions
said spmdle 18 square, as at €%, on which is
mounted a cylinder H, which may be formed
of wood having a central longitudinal perfo-
ration £ for the reception of said spindle.

The opening / being more economw&lly made
with a round tool, pla,tes i',having a square
opening to fit the square palt &2 of said spin-

dle, are secured by serews /%, one at each end

of the cylinder H, said pla,tes I/ being suffi-
ciently loose to permit of a-slight longitudi-
nal movement of the eylinder upon the spin-
dle, for a purpose tobe hereinafterexplained.

The cylinder H has a metal facing I, on
which is engraved each of the times or hours
for collection recorded on the time-schedule
C, as shown in Fig. 1, and as the cylinder
rests sh oghtly Wlthm the opening a of the box
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A the former will remain stationary while
the spindle E may be moved longitudinally,
which must oceur before the cylinder H can
be rotated for exposing to view any given
hour for ‘“ The collection.” Whatever mech-
anism may be employed for this purpose it1s
essential that it should be manipulated only
within the box A, so that noone except postal
clerks shall be able to change it.
device to accomplish this result consists in
providing the knob F with an arm f, having
near its free end a laterally-projecting stud
or detent f', adapted to engage the perfora-
tions d of the bracket D, and the portion €’
of the spindle ¥ with a helical spring J, act-
ing between the bracket D'and the nut G of
said spindle, the operation of which Is very
simple. |

When a collector has removed the contents
of a given box—say at 12.40p. m.—he simply
draws the knob F outward a little, so as to
disengage the detent ' from the graduated
openings d of the bracket D, and turns said
knob forward far enough to cause said de-
tent to slip into the next notch oropening d,
(this being effected by the action of the spring
J,) which causes the next hour for collection
to be exposed to view—viz., 1.40—thus mak-
ing it plain to every one that the 12.40 p. m.
collection has been made and at what time
the next is to be made.

Having described my improvements, what
I claim 1s—

1. Inatime-collection card for letter-boxes,
the combination with a plate provided with
an opening, of an indicator-cylinder opposite

A simple

said opening, a rotatory knob operatively con-

nected with the eylinder and capable of lon-
oitudinal movement, and locking mechanism
operatively connected with the knob and de-
signed to be actuated by the longitudinal
movement thereof, substantially as specified.

2. Inacollection time-card for letter-boxes,
the combination with an apertured plate, of
a rotary and longitudinally-movable spin-
dle, an indicator-cylinder mounted upon the
spindle in a manner to permit its rotation
therewith and to permit independent longi-
tudinal movement of the spindle, means for
rotating said spindle, means for yieldingly
urging the spindle longitudinally, and lock-
ing mechanism operatively connected with
the spindle and designed to be locked and re-
leased by the longitudinal movement of the
latter, substantially as specified.

3. In a collection time-card forletfer-boxes,
the combination with an apertured plate, of
an indicator-cylinder, bearings for said spin-
dle one of which is provided with a series of
apertures, a locking-stud supported by the
spindle and designed to enter the apertures
in the bearing, and a spring arranged to urge
the spindle longitudinally and to compel the
engagement of the locking-stud with one of
the apertures in the bearing, substantially as
specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. o

Witnesses:

J. I35, THURSTON,
EMILT II. TARDIVEL.
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