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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 622,322, dated April 4, 1899,
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10 all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that we, HERMAN C. BOETTI-
GER and OSWALD SCHLUETER, citizens of the
United States, residing at Woodland, in the
county of Yolo and State of California, have
invented a new and useful Laving-Out or Em-

balming Board, of which the followmﬂ' 13 a |

Speelﬁcatlon
Our invention relates to a laying-out and
embalming board or table adapted for the use

of undertakers, and having for its object to

provide a device of thigclass wherein the body
supported thereby may be maintained abso-
lutely straight while disposed at an inclina-
tion in order to facilitate the flowing of blood

to the lower extremities during the 1ntroduc- |

tion of the embalming fluid.

We are aware of embalmmg-boards capa-
ble of inclination or permanently disposed at
an inclination, but wherein the construction
is such as to cause the bending of the body
at the center, and we are also aware of per-

manently - inclined continuous boards; but

" the object -of our invention is to provide a
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board of which the body-supporting member
may be arranged at any desired adjustment,
either horizontal orineclined at the desired an-
cgle, wherein the body is maintained in &
Stla.lﬂ‘ht position throughout to avoid inter-
ference with the circulation above indicated.
A further object of our invention is to pro-
vide a folding table having an adjustable
member of a length sufficient to support a
body throughout .:md also to provide 1n con-
nection thelemth an adjustable foot - rest
which may be arranged at any desired dis-

tance from the head-rest to suit the length of

the body supported by the table and prevent
the slippingor displacement thereof when the
movable member is arranged at an inclina-
tion.

Further objects and advantages of this in-
vention will appear in the following descrip-

tion,and the novel features thereof will be par-

ticularly pointed out in the appended claims.
In the drawings, Figure 1 18 a perspective

view of a laying-out and embalming board

construeted in accordance with our invention,

the same being shown in its operative posi-
Ifig. 2 is

a similar view showing the |

| Board folded. Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sec-

tion. Figs. 4 and 5 are detail vertical and
horizontal sections, respectively, of the head-

rest.
the foot- rest

Fig. 6 is a detail view in perspective of

55

Qimilar niimerals of 1efel ence indicate cor- -

responding par ts in all the {i
ings.

The laying-out and emb&lmmw board em-
bodying ourinventionis prefelably construct-
ed as a table, of which the top consists of a
frame or stationary member 1 and an adjust-
able member or center 2, said stationary mem-
ber or frame having Supportm o-legs 3, which
are arranged in pairs at opposite ends of the

guresof thedraw-

6o

board and are mounted. to fold inwardly or

toward each other into rabbets or seats 4,
formed in the under surfaces of the sides of
sald stationary member or frame to lie flush
with the lower surface of said sides. The

' legs are connected in pairs by cross-bars 4°,

and connecting the sides of the frame are
cross-bars 5, upon which are hingedly mount-
ed leg-braces 6 to engage said cross-bars of
the legs and hold the latter in their normal or
operative positions. Sald braces are pro-
vided contiguous to their extremities with
shoulders 7 for engagement with the cross-
bars, and the centers of the cross-bars are re-
cessed, as shown at 5, to fit the -braces at in-
termediate points when the legs are in their
folded positions.

The adjustable member or
table, which fits snugly in the open center of

the stationary member or main frame, is piv-
otally mounted contiguous to one end by

means of pins 9, which also form one mem-
ber of coOperating means for securing the

adjustable foot-rest 10 in the desired position
with relation to a head-rest 10%, arranged at
| the upper or free end of said adjustable cen-

ter., The foot-rest consists of a cross-bar
provided with terminal arms 11, having lon-
ogitudinal slots 12 and offset; notches 13 and
by engaging different notches with said ful-
crum-pins of the adjustable center the foot-
rest may be held in the desired position.
When not in use, the foot-rest is adapted to
oceupy a p051t1011 in the plane of the adjust-

center of the
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foot-rest lying between the lower end of the |

board

center and the adjacent end of the
frame. |

The board centeris held at the desired an-

gular adjustment with relation to the plane
of the permanent memberor frame 1 by means

of swinging notched latches or supports 14,

engaging studs 15 on the inner surfaces of
the sides of the frame, said latches being
pivotally mounted upon the sides of the board

center and being adapted when the table is-

folded to occupy positions in the plane of
said board center. When the board center
18 In a horizontal position in the plane of the
frame, it is adapted to rest upon the above-
deseribed cross-bars of the frame. Also in

~order to facilitate transportation of the table

20

25

30

its top, inclusive of the stationary member
or frame and the adjustable member or board

center ig hinged at its transverse center, said

members being of sectional construction,

with their abutting ends connected by coax-
~1al hinges 16 and 17.

Obviously these hinges
are in an alined or coaxial position only when
the board center is in its depressed position
In the plane of the stationary member or
frame, and when so positioned the entire ta-
ble-top may be folded downwardly to bring

“the under surfaces of its sections into con-

tact, as indicated in Fig. 2. The centers or
pins of the hinges 16 and 17 are arranged be-
low the planes of the lower surfaces of the
frame and board center, whereby the con-

- tiguous extremities of said sections abut to
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bear the strain due to the weight of a super-
posed body and preventthe buekling or bend-
ing thereof, and also this construetion and
arrangement of hinges enables us to raise the
sectional board center at one end and sup-
port it at the desired inclination by means of
latches or supports at the opposite ends with-
out employing means for holding the sce-
tions of the board center in alinement, al-
though in practice we preferably employ a
turn-button 18, pivotally mounted upon one
of the board-center sections to swing under
the other section when said sections are in
alinement to prevent upward bending.

The construction of head-rest which we pre-
fer to employ in connection with our embalm-
ing-table includes ashanlk 19, which is mount-
ed for vertical adjustment in a suitable guide

in the upper end of the board center and is

provided with ratchet-teeth and a spring-ac-
tuated dog 20, mounted upon the board cen-
ter for engagement with the ratchet-teeth,
one end of said dog having a finger-rest 21,
which is exposed at the end of the board cen-
ter to enable the dog to be manually disen-
gaged to allow the adjustment of the head
rest. |

From the above description it will be seen
that the adjustable member or board center
is adapted to oceupy a position in the plane
of the stationary member or frame, and when
in such position the hinges between its sec-

tions are arranged coaxially with the hin aes |

between the sections of the frame, that the
legs are adapted to fold into rabbets or re-

cessed in the under surface of the frame to
lie 1n the plane of the latter, and that when
the sections of the table-top are folded down-

wardly to occupy parallel planes their nor-
mal under surfaces may be arranged in con-
tact in order to facilitate the transportation
of the apparatus.
seen that thestationary memberoropen frame
and the adjustable member or center are of
sectional construction,each consisting of head
and foot sections which are coextensive orare
of equal areas, and that when the adjustable
member or centeris in its normal position in
the plane of the stationary member or frame
the pivots by which the head and foot sections
of the adjustable member or center are con-
nected are alined with the pivots, whereby
the head and foot sections of the stationary
member or frame are united, thus adapting
the table to be folded to cause the head-sec-
tions of the stationary and adjustable mem-
bers to lie in parallel planes with the foot-sec-

tions of said stationary and adjustable mem-

bers with their extremities flush to facilitate
transportation of the apparatus.

Various changes in the form, proportion,
and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the spirit
or sacrificing any of the advantages of this
invention. |

Having described our invention, what we

claim is—

1. Alaying-out or embalming table having
a top comprising a stationary member, con-
sisting of an open frame, and an adjustable
member or center, coextensive with, and
adapted to fit in, the open center of the sta-
tionary member, to occupy a position in a
common plane therewith, and pivotally con-
nected at one end to the stationary member,
and means forraising one end of the adjust-
able member and securing it at the desired
adjustment, to cause a uniform inelination of
sald adjustable member from one end to the
other, each of said members comprising co-
extensive head and foot sections, connected

by pivots which are in transverse alinement

with those of the other member, when the
members are arranged in a common plane,
substantially as specified. |

2. A laying-out or embalming table having
atop, supporting-legs pivotally mounted upon
the top to fold into the plane thereof, and
means for securing said lees in their extended
or operallve positions, said table-top com-
prising a centrally open stationary member
or frame and an adjustable member or cen-
ter, approximating the stationary member
or frame in length, arranged in the opening
thereof to occupy a position in the plane of

. the same, and pivotally connected thereto at

one end, sald stationary and adjustable mem-

L

bers each being of seetional construction and
having its sections connected at their abut-
ting ends by coaxial hinges adapted to aline

IFarthermore, 1t will be
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with those of the other memberto fold down- | a stationary board member or frame, an ad-

ward and arrange the normal under surfaces
of the top in contact, and means for securing
the adjustable member or center at the de-
sired angular adjustment with reldtion to the
plane of the stationary memberorframe, sub-
stantially as specified.

3. In a laying-out or embalming table, the
combination with a stationary boald membm
or frame, an adjustable board member or cen-
ter pivotally mounted at one end within the
stationary board member or frame and carry-
ing a head-rest at its free end, and means for
securing the adjustable board member OT ¢cen-

 ter at the desired adjustment, of a foot-rest

}

having a cross-bar and terminal side arms,
said side arms being arranged at opposite
sides of the adjustable board member or cen-
ter, and having longitudinal slots and com-
municating offset notches, and pins carried
by the adjustable board member or center for
engagement by said notches to secure the
foot-rest at the desired adjustment longitudi-
nally of the table, substantially as specified.

4. Alaying-out orembalming board having

—

justable board member or center arranged

within the stationary board member or frame,
pivot-pins carried by the stationary board
member and engaging the adjustable board
member coutmuous to one end, means for se-
curing the adjustable board member at the
desired inclination, a head-rest carried by the

adjustable board member at its free end, and

an adjustable foot-rest having side arms ar-
ranged between the side edges of the adjust-
able board member and the contiguous sides
of the stationary board member, and provided
with notches for engagement with said pivot-
pins of the adjustable board member, sub-
stantially as specified.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as
our own we have hereto affixed our signatures
in the presence of two witnesses.

HERMAN C. BOETTIGER.
OSWALD SCHLUETER.

Witnesses: |
CLARENCE W. BUSH,
W. A. PORTER.
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