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To all whom Tt may concer:

Beitknownthat I, FREDERICK ID. MATHEAS,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Ban-
gor, in the county ot Penobscot and State of
ane have invented certain new and useful
Impr ovements in Supporting-Hooks for Fire-
Hose; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact deseription of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
In the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

This invention relates to 1mpmvements in
supporting-hooks for fire-hose; and it consists,
essentially, in the featuresof construction z_md
combination of parts which will be hereinaf-
ter more fully described and claimed.

The primary object of my invention is to
provide a hook which may be quickly and con-
veniently applied to the hose whenever it is
found necessary or desirable to play a stream
on a burning building from a ladder and
whereby the hose may be easily carried up the
ladder and supported upon one of the rounds
thereof at the desired elevation toenable the
pipemanto much more readily direct the play-
ing of the stream to the best advantage.

A further object is to provide a hook which
18 adapted to compensate for vibrations due

to the pulsations of the flowing current of wa-

ter and for back-and-forth jumping of the
hose when the flow of water is let on and cut

dhnﬂ' the hose much safel and easler and ob-
Vi&tillﬂ' all liability of the pipeman being
thrown off the ladder.

The invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a vertical sectional view of por-

tion of a ladder, showing the nozzle-section of |

a hose supp01ted upon one of the rounds
thereof by my Improved hook. Fig. 2 is a,
perspective view of the complete hook de-
tached. Ifig. 81isan enlarged detail per Spec-
tive view of the hook member proper.
Referring now more particularly to the
drawings, wherein similar letters of reference
designate corresponding parts throughout the
several views, A represents the nozzle-section
of the hose, and B the nozzle, which is united

thereto by the coupling C, the sleeve of the |
nozzle being provided with the usunal circum- |
ferential flanged collars or beads d.

off, thereby rendering the operation of han--

| -~ Thesupporting-hook consists of a body por-

tion or shank E, slotted at f for passage of the
connecting-straps, hereinafter described, and
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provided with laterally-projecting flanges ¢,

forming a broad base designed to bear against
one side of the nozzle-sleeve, as shown in Fig.
1, between the said collars or beads d, which
latter are adapted to prevent the hook from
sliding longitudinally. Thisshank is formed

at one end with a supporting-hook G, which
| projects outwardly and downwardly there-

from to near the opposite end thereof and is

provided with an outwardly - flaring bill ¢'.

On the opposite end of the shank is a rigid

integral stop-hook H, having a bill & extend-
| ing substantially parallel with the shank and

arranged between the same and the flaring
bill of the supporting-hook. This stop-hook
Is considerably smaller than the supporting-
hook and projects in the reverse direction

thereto, and these two hooks, in conjunction

with the shank,form a loop or receiving-open-
ing, to which entrance is afforded through the

contracted space formed by the respective

bills of the hooks, as shown.
The-hook is connected to the hose-nozzle by

means of strapsldJ, each of which is provided

at one end with a buckle ¢ and loop 7 and at

‘the opposite end with a series of orifices 9,

through either one of which the tongue of the
buckle 18 adapted to be inserted to permit of
the straps being tightened as desired and ap-
plied to nozzles of diiferent sizes. Connected
with these straps on the diametrically .oppo-

‘site side of the nozzle from the hool is a han-

dle or hand-grasp K, by means of which the
end of the hose may be eonvementlyhfted and
transported.

In operation the noz&le end of the hose is
lifted and carried up the ladder by means of

the hand-grasp K or hook G, as preferred, to
the desired elevation and the hook G slipped

over a ladder-round [, as shown in Fig. 1, to
support the hose. The - -pipeman then, as
usual, throws the weight of his body against

‘the hose, which prevents the latter from fall-

ing backwardly or outwardly. The shank of
the hook member will thereby be held in con-
tact with the round, so that the hose may
freely move up and down when the current is
flowing and at the instant the flow of water

| 18 let on or cut off, the round being guided in
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a straight line between the two hooks G 11, as
shown by dotted lines in Fig. 1.

1he advantage of my inveutiou will be ap-

parent to those slﬂlled in the art.  Ordinarily
three or four men are required to properly
handle the hose and direct the stream of wa-
ter, owing to the fact that the weight of the
hose and water must be supported and the
hose held firmly to prevent 1t from swaying
or swinging under the impulsesof therapidly-
flowing stream and under the severe shocks
produced when the flow of water 1s suddenly
let on or cut off. The greatest care must be
exereised even under these conditions, as the
shocks are ofttimes severe enough to throw a
fireman from off the ladder. By my inven-
tion the weight of the hose and water is not
only suppo:lted but the movements of the
hose restrained, sothat a single man may con-
trolthe hose with comparative ease and safety.

My improved support may be quickly and

conveniently applied for use and as readily
removed after use to permit of the hose being
wound upon a reel or stored 1n a hose-wagon.

It 1s to be understood that changes in the
form, proportion, and minor details of con-
struction may be made within the scope of the
invention without departing from the spirit
or sacrificing any of the advantages thereof.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I olmm as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In a device of the class described, the

combination with a hose-nozzle having upper
and lower flanges, of a suppor Lmﬂ‘-hook CONl-
prising a shank provided with side flanges
forming a broad base portion bearing against
one side of the nozzle and abuttmﬂ‘ against
sald flanges, said shank being prowded at one
end with a rigid, integral~supporting—hook
projecting toward the rear of the nozzle and
at 1ts opposite end with a rigid, integral stop-
hook projecting toward the front of the noz-
zle and arranged between the shank and bill
of the supporting-hook, and straps passed
through slots in the shank and connecting the
shank and nozzle, substantially as deseribed.

2. In a supporting-hook for fire-hose, the
combination of a shank provided at one end

with a comparatively large supporting-hook

and at its opposite end with a relatively
smaller stop-hook having its bill extending
parallel with the shank and located between
the same and the bill of the supporting-hook,
straps passed through slots in the shank, and
a handle connecting the straps, substantially
as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

FREDERICK D.

\Vltnesscs
NELLIE T. HA\TI‘Y
M. CUNAN.

MATIIRAS.
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