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ing plates being in section.

'18 an index-plate.
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To all whom tt may concern:

and State of Wisconsin, have invented a new
and usetul Improvementin Check-Protectors,
of which the following is a description, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, which are a part of this specification.
The object of my invention is to provide
means for putting on checks, drafts, and
analogous instruments in the nature of orders
for the payment of money certain marks not;
in regular.consecutive order, by means of

‘which another. and distant person to whom

the instrument is directed or who takes and

transfersit may, by means of a key correlated.

to the marking, be able toread and verify the
true signification of the markson the instru-
ment. -

The invention consists. of the dewce, its
parts, and combinations of parts, as hereinaf-
ter described and claimed, or their equwa-
lents.

In the drawmn's Flﬂ'me lisa t0p plan view

of a meohamsm for puttmn‘ the marks on the
check or other instrument. IKig. 2 1s an edge
view of the same mechanism, the check-hold-
Fig. 3 is a top
plan view of an index-plate of the same gen-
eral character as the plate shown in Flg 1,
niodified in the arrangement of the punch-
controlling apertures and corresponding nu-
merals. - Fig. 4 1s a fragment of the key-
plate correlated to the index-plates shown in
Figs. 1 and 3. Fig. 5 1s an outline of a frag-
ment of a check having marks thereon pro-
duced in the mechanism illustrated in Fig. 1.
In the drawings, A is a base-plate, and B
These plates are advis-
ably made circular in form and are preterably
hinged together at one side in such manner
that the mdez plate will rest on and substan-
tially register with the base-plate. A pin C,

fixed in the index-plate at any convement |
locality, but preferably opposite to and onthe

other gide of the plate from the hinge, is ar-
ranged to register with and enter an aperture
thelefor in the ba,se-pla,te The special pur-
pose of this pin is fo cut or punch a guide-
hole in the check or instrument placed be-

tween the index-plate and the base-plate,

such a hole beingindicated in the check shown

1 in Fig. 5 at D. On the upper surface of the
Beitknownthatl, FREDERICK HACHMANN, |
of Whitefish Bay, in the countyof Milwaukee

index- plate B a circular space K is marked oft
by larger and smaller concentric lines F and
G, thh circular space K isdivided into sec-
tions by radial lines H H. The number and
segmental extent of these sections may be

varied without departing from the spirit of

myinvention; ; but I preferably divide the cir-
cular space E into seven sections, which are

desirably marked mnear their inner edges

““units,” ‘‘tens,” ‘“hundreds,” “thousands,

‘“ ten thousa,uds ”and ‘“dimes” and ‘‘cents.”

The sections marked ‘“dimes” and ‘‘cents”
are in the nmomenclature of this mechanism
intended to indicate cents, as shown by the
word ‘‘cents” adjacent thereto in larger let-
ters on the surface of the plate, while the
remaining sections of the circular space are

55

60

70

intended to relate to dollars, as alsoindicated

by the word ‘‘dollars” in larger letters on the
surface of the plate. The words ‘‘units,”

‘“tens,” &c., in the inner parts of the sections

of the circular space E are surrounded and
thereby separated from the remaining por-
tions of the sections by a circular linel. The
several segmental sections K of the circular
space E outside of the line I are severally di-
vided by radial lines L L into subsections M,
of which thereare notless than eleven subsec-
tions in each section K, and a larger number,
as twelve, thirteen, fourteen or more subsec-

from ¢“1” to ““9” consecutively, and a tenth

‘subsection contains the naught or zero char-

acter. These numerals and the naught are
arranged consecutively but not regularly in
cachadjacentsubsection. Thusontheindex-

plate shown in Fig. 1 in the section K marked

‘““units” the figures are arranged as follows:
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tions,are desirable. Nine of these subsections
M in each principal section K are numbered

Q0

“1, 2, space, 3, 4, 5, space, 6, 7, space, 8, 9, 0,”

| and in the adjacent tens-section they are

 arranged as follows:
D, 6, spaee,?’ 8,9, 0.”

‘““1, 2, 3, space, space, 4,

same variation and arrangement will be found
in the other sections K.
served that the index-plate shown in Fig. 3
has similar divisions into principal Seetlons
K and subsections M, but that the numerals

A similar but not the
It will also be ob-
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and naught in the sectloncs are arranged dif-

ferently W1th reference to 1nterposec1 spaces
than they are in the corresponding sections
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of the index-plate shown in Ifig. 1.

with the ﬁﬂ‘ules in the

~substantially lilke those shown in Figs. 1

D

Eﬂ;@h ()f

the subsections M that has a numeral or
naught thereon is also provided with a hole
or apel‘bu re N. Theseaperturesarearranged
concentric with the center of the eu'cular
space Ii, and there are registering apertures
O throungh the base-plate A.

Forcutting holes through a check or analo-
oous instrument a punch P, of such diameter

and length as adapts it for passing through

the apertures N,isfixed in the free extremity

of the arm R, hinged at its inner end to a
post S, swiveled at the center of the circular
space K on the index-plate B. "T'hearm R 1s
provided with a knob-handle T, and a spring
U, fixed to the arm and bearing against a
ﬁaJuﬂe of the post S, is adapted to support

the arm R 1101‘11]&11} yieldingly in position

parallel with the index-plate, the punch P
being above the plate. IFormarkinga check
or mfuoweus instrumentwith this mechamcsm

the index- plate I3 1s raised and the check 1is

placed on the base-plate in any convenient
direction, but so as to substantially cover it,
and the 111(191_]9131;1 i1s then pres'@ed down on
the check, punching a hole by means of the
pin I3 in the check corresponding to the hole
check of Ifig. 5. Thereupon the
punch I? 1s swung around and the punch is
forced through apertures N, corresponding
same subsections of
the prmclp.:ﬂ or segmental sections K, to cut
holes representing Lhe numbers indicated on
the index-plate in these several sections to
thereby represent and stand for the figures

or characters of the amount in dollars and

cents of the check. In this manner holes

may be cut-on the index-plate of Fig. 1in a |

check tostand forthefigures ¢ 57250.25,” asin-
dicated by corresponding numerals on Fig. 5.

The arrangement of the numerals on the
dial-plate within the several principal gec-
tions K may be varied considerably, as will
be understood by reference to the variations
in arrangement shown in the dials of Figs. 1
and 3. In this mannér depositors in a bank
may each have a punch-and-dial mechanism
and
3, buteach varying from the other in the ar-

rangement of the numerals and naughts

thereon, including also a corresponding va-
riation and arrangement of the apertures N
and corresponding apertures O, and the banlk
on which the several depositors draw their

checks will be able by means of a key-plate,

such as is illustrated in Fig. 4, to verify the
checks drawn by these several depositors,
having holes made therein by these different
devices, while all other persons handling such
checks and not having such key-plate or any
knowledge of the original punching mechan-
1sm would not know what wasindicated by the
holes therein. Ofcoursea bank could have a
duplicate plate of the index-plate used by
each of its depositors in connection with his
checks of the character of the index-plates

shown in Figs. 1 and 3, and a clearing-house |
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could use duplicate index-plates like the sev-
eral index-plates used by the several banks
whose drafts it had occasion to pass through
the house; but it is much more convenient to
have asingle key-plate of thestyle illustrated
by a fragment thereof in Fig. 4, on which
there are series of numerals arranged in con-
centric circles, each cirecle of numerals and

naughts replesentmg and standing for the
cor x‘espondmfrsemes of numerals and nau ohts
on one of the index-plates used by its seveml
customers. |

The key-plate V, a fragment of which is
shown in Fig. 4, is provided with a series of
segmental sections K', corresponding in a
ogeneral way with the sections K of the index-
plates of Figs. 1 and 3, and there are sub-
sections M', correspondmfr in number with

the subsectlons in the sections M of the index-

plates, each of which subsections is provided
with an aperture N', arranged in a circle of
the same diameter and corresponding with
the circle of the apertures N in the index-
plates.
terior to the circle of apertures N' the sub-

sections M are marked with numerals and

naughts corresponding in arrangement in
each circle with one of the index-plates of the
devices illustrated in Figs.1 and 3. Thuson
the key-plate of Iig. 4 the first cirele of fig-
ures exterior to the apertures N’ corresponds
with the circle of figures on the index-plate
of IFig. 1 and the second circle of figures on
the key—plate corresponds with the cn*c]e of
figures on the index-plate of Fig. 3. Only
two such circles of figures are qhown on the
key-plate in Fig. 4, and these illustrate the
manner of the construction and arran cement
of the key-plate, and it will be understood
that other circles of figures may be added to
the key-plate corresponding with other in-
dex-plates, so that a single key-plate may
have as many as ten or even movre circles of
figures corresponding with a similarnumber
of index-plates. 'This key-plate also has a
pin C', corresponding with the pin C of the
index-plates. When a check having holes
cut therein on one of the index-plate mech-
anisms illustrated in Figs. 1 and 3 in the man-
ner indicated by the fragment of a check in
Fig. 5 1s presented at a bank having a key-
plate, the check 1s at once placed beneath the
key-plate and made to register therewith by
inserting the pin C' through the hole D in the
check ordraft, and the otherholesin the check
are then made toregister with the correspond-

ing apertures N’ of the key, and thereupon

by looking through the apertures N’ and as-
certaining under which apertures the holes
in the check are found and then referring
theseaperturestothenumeralornaughtin the
same subsection M’ of the cirele of numbers
representing the index-plate used by the de-
positor or bank that drew the check or draft
the amount writfen in the check or draft is
surely verified by the holes cut therein by
thelir relatmn to the key.

In successive concentrie circles exX-
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The key-plate V is conveniently made of

metal, but mayv be made of glass, and in such.

case it would not be necessary to cut the ap-
ertures M’ through the plate, but to merely
Indicate their locatlon by little circles marked
on the glass. -

W/Vhat I.claim as my invention 18—

1. A check-protector comprising a base-
plate, anindex-plate hinged thereto and over-
lying and registering with the base- -plate, a
pin projeeting from the index-plate register-
ing with the aperture in the base-plate, the
index-plate and the base-plate having sev-
eral eorlespondinn' series of apertures ar-
ranged in a circle, the several series of aper-
tures being disposed at non-regular distances
apart in each series, and a punoh adapted to

- enter the apertures and cut holes in a check

20

30

35

or draft interposed between the plates.

2. In a check-protector an index-plate pro-
vided with several segmental series of aper-
tures arranged in a circle, the apertures of

the several series and of each series being

disposed at non-regular distances apart, and
a punch fixed on an arm hinged on a post

swiveled on the index-plate, the punch being

adapted to enter any of the apertures of the
circle in said index-plate.

3. In a check-procector, anindex-plate pro-
vided with line-bounded segmental sections.

arranged in a circle on the plate, each section
being divided by radial lines into eleven or
more subsections, at least ten of. which sub-
sections in each segmental section are each
provided with an aperture the apertures be-

ing arranged in an are concentric with the
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seetion-cirele and each subsection having
such aperture being also provided with a nu-
meral or naught the numerals and naught of
each section being arran ged in consecutive
numerie order.

4. In a check-protector, an index-plate pro-

vided with line-bounded segmental sections |
arranged in a circle on the-pl&te, each section |
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Peing divided by radial lines into eleven or
more subsections, at least ten of which sub-

sections in each segmental section are each
provided withan aperture the apertures being

arranged in an arc concentric with the sec-
tion-circle the series of apertures in the sev-
eral sections being in connection with a non-
apertured subsee’mon or subsections in said

several segmental sections disposed at non-

regular mtervals and numerals and naughts
in the several subseetlons having apeltures

5. In a check-protector, an mdex -plate pro-
vided with line-bounded segmental sections

arranged in a circle on the plate, the segmen-

tal sections being severally designated by de-

nominating words as ‘“‘units” ‘““tens” *‘hun-
dreds,” &c., and divided in their outer por-.

tions by radial lines into eleven or more sub-
sections, ten of which subsections in each

.segmental seetion are provided sevela&ly both
-Wl’bh an aperture and with a numeral or

naught, the apertures and numerals being ar-
ranwed in circles butin non-regular dlstanees
apart .

6. In a check-proteetm the combination
with check-punching mechamsms including
index-plates having segmental sections pro-

vided with series of aperturesand correspond-

ing numbers arranged in circles in non-regu-
lar order, and means for cutting holes in a
check or analomus instrument conespondmw
with the holes of the index-plates, of a key-
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plate having segmental sections and one or

more series of nnmbe_l's in non-regular order
corresponding with the index plate or plates
and a continuous series of apertures corre-
sponding with the circle of apertures in the
index-plates. |
In testimony whereof I affix my swnatur
in presence of two witnesses.
FREDERICK HACHMANN

Witnesses:
C. T. BENEDICT,

ANNA V. FAUST.
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