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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

CHARLES W. ADAMSON, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

LACING HOOK OR STUD.

SPEGIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 621, 734: da,ted March 21 1899.

Application filed January 26, 1898, Sen&l No. 667,978. (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES W. ADAMSON,
a citizen of the United States, residing at New
York, in the county of New Yo,rk and State of
New York,haveinvented certain newand use-
ful Improvements in Lacing Hooks or Studs,
of which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had therein to the aceompanymﬂ'
drawings.

The ﬂ‘eneral obJect of my invention is to
pr owde an improved lacing hook or stud
which shall be applicabletoall kinds of men’s
and women’s shoes and to otherarticles which
are secured by laces.

One special object of the mventlon is to
produce a lacing hook or stud of such a con-
struction that it shall be equally efficient and
serviceable in all respects with the bestlacing
hooks or studs heretofore in use, or even more
efficient than the latter, while at the same
time free from liability to cateh in garments,
draperies, and the like.

Lacing hooks or studs as heretofore made
have been so formed as that the free ends of
the bills or heads thereof have been more or
less sharp and thin or penetrating, and the

- hooks or studs have otherwise been so con-
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structed that garments, draperies, and the
like readily have become caught or worn.
For this reason lacing hooks or studs have
not met with much favor for use on women’s

shoes, their liability to catch in skirts, trim-

mings, &c., proving troublesome.

Fmther objects of the invention are to pro-
vide in a lacing-hook for preventing the too
ready escape of the lace fr om the hook or stud,
such as frequently occurs accidentally, while
at the same time providing for the ready in-
troduction of the lace under the bill or head
of the hook or stud and its removal therefrom
when desired; also, to provide effectually for
anchoring securely in place the covering of
celluloid orlike plastic material which is ap-
plied to the upper or exposed portion of the
sald bill or head of the hook or stud.

Figure 1 of the accompanying drawings
shows in front elevation, and Fig. 2 shows
mainly insideelevation, but with a small part
broken away to illustrate the internal con-
struction, a lacing-hook embodying my pres-
ent invention. Fig. 3 1s a viewin transverse
section of a lacing-hook also embodying my

| invention, but with a dif’c‘erence in the form

of the means of anchoring in place the ecover-
ing of plastic material. Fw 4isaview show-

ing in plan the hook of FKig. 2w ithout 1ts cov-

ering of plastic maﬁreua,l Fig. 5 1s a view
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like Flg 2, showing another embodiment of |

the 1nventlon

Having reference to the drawings, 1 desig-
nates the base of the hook, the said base be-
ing formed, as usual, with a flat under side to
rest a,oa,mst the surface of the material to
which the hook is applied and secured. Any
suitable provision may be made for securing
the hook tothesaid material. In the pr esent
instance the hook is represented as formed or

| provided with' a hollow rivet, as 3, such as

it is customary to employ in connectlon with
lacing hooksor studs. Anyapproved means

of securing the hookin place on the material
aforesaid may be employed. The upright

neck or stem 4 of the hook may be of any ap-
proved form. 'The overhanging bill or head
of the hook is designated 5. KFor the pur-
pose of attaining the first object of the in-
vention-—-namely, for preventing skirts and
other garments, drapery, and the like from
becoming caunght under the bill or head of
the hook, as well as of preventing the too
ready or accidental escape or removal of the
lace from under the bill or head 5—I form
the said base and bill or head with rounded

| bosses 6 6, approaching somewhat closely to-

ward each other, as in FKigs. 1, 2, and 3, or
touching, as in Fig. 5.
stantially equal in size, giving symmetrical
proportions to the parts above and below.
They are located at the entrance to the space

| between the base 1 and the bill or head 5
and at the side of the lacing hook or stud

which is opposite that on which the neck or
stem 4 is located. Thethroator passage-way
7 between the said bosses 6 6 in Figs. 1, 2,
and 3 while made of sufficient proportions to
permit of the ready passage of a lace when
properly directed and applied thereto, yet is
so contracted vertically as to serve efﬁmently
against the accidental entrance of the edge

| of a skirt or other garment, a portion of _the

trimming thereof, portions of drapery or the
like, as well as to retain the lace from unde-
sired or too ready escape, thus keeping the

These bosses are sub-
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lace within the larger space 8, which latter is
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of sufficient proportions to enable the lace to

play or render lengthwise therethrough with
freedom. The bosses 6 6 may be caused to
approach each other so closely as to reduce
the vertical width of throat 7, so as to neces-
sitate the exertion of aslightamount of force
in passing the lace through the said throat.
In some cases the bosses may be caused to
touch each other, as in Fig. 5. In the form
Iast mentioned the catching of garments, trim-
ming, draperies, &c., is most effectually pre-
vented and the lace is retained more eifec-
tually. The boss 6 of the bill or head en-

ables me to form the free extremity of the lat- |

ter bluntand rounded, so as to codperate with

~ the contracted throat or passage-way in pro-
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viding against the engagement of the hoolk
with the portions of a walment or the like.
The blunt rounded end of the bill or head has

no tendency to engage with such portions or

enter into the sam'e. I do not deem it advis-
able or desirable to form a single projection
or boss on either the baselor the bill or head
51n the endeavor to make 1t serve the pur-
pose which is subserved by the two bosses 6
6, which are shown in the drawings. A sin-
gle boss formed upon the free end of the bill
or head 5 of a lacing-hook would have to be
made of such proportions and also have to be
made to approach go closely to the surface of
the material to which the hook is applied in
nuse as to render it difficult to pass the lace
through the throator passage-way left under-
neath such boss. Inpassingthelacethrough
the throat or passage-way in the case of a
lacing hook or stud having a single boss
which is formed upon the free extremity of
the bill or head 5 it would be necessary to
press the lace down very closely against the
surface of the material in which the lacing-
hook is set, and it would not be easy to pass
the lace through the said throat or passage-
way at the first trial. If the enlargement
were wholly on the base, the end of the bill or
hook would be too sharp and thin.
that the best results are attained and the
manufacture of the lacing hook orstud is fa-
cilitated by forming the two symmetrical
bosses 6 6 as in the drawings, and thereby
producing a contracted throat or passage-way

~at an elevation above the general level of the
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remainder of the upper surface of the base:
and below the generallevel of the remainder
of the under Smfaee of the bill or head.

.said bill or head.

I find

For the purpose of securing the covering 3 |

621,734

of plastic material in place on the top of the

! bill or head 5 I form in the upper side of the

said bill or head a depression or cavity 9.

This preferably is produced by striking down

the material of the bill or head from above to
form the downwardly-projecting boss 6 of the
I form the bill or head 5
also with a lip or lips, as 10, Fig. 2, located at
the upper edge of the sald ca,wty 9 and ex-
tendinginwar dly horizontally toward the cen-
ter of the said cavity. This lip may extend

‘around any required portion of the said cav-

ity. It may be for med, as in Fig. 2, by swag-
ing down or upsetting the upper edge of the

biil or head around the said cm*lty, so as to

force a portion of the metal at such edge to
take the shape of the mm‘udly e.:&tendmw lip
or flange which is shown in the said ﬁn*me
If desued the said lip may be p10dueed by
forming the bill or head with a prolongation
or extension 12, as indicated in dotted lines
in Fig. 4, the said prolongation or extension
forming a horizontal continuation of the bill
or head when the parts are first struck out

and afterward being turned over or reversed,

so as to give it the position in which it is rep-
1esented in Fig. 8, the said lip having any

suitable length, shape or proportions. YWhen

the plastic material is molded on the upper

side of the bill or head, a portion thereof

passes in under the lip 10 or 12 and entirely

fills the cavity or depression 9, it being there-
by securely anchored in place

I claim as my invention—
The improved lacing-hook comprising the
base 1, having the upraised rounded boss or

plOJBthOI] 6, the bill or head 5 having the ma- .

terial depr essed to form in the upper surface
thereof the depression 9 and toform on the un-
dersurfacethereof the corresponding rounded
boss 6, the said bill or head havingthe free end
or extremlty thereof enlarged and rounded to
prevent engagement ther eof with garments,

6o
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and the llke aJnd also having the 11p extend-

ing hor 1f0ntally toward the centel of the said

_depression, with the covering of plastic ma-
‘terial filling the said depression and anchored

bv the sald lip, substantially as described.
"In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in pr esence of two witnesses.

OIIABLES W. ADAM.SON

Witnesses:

CHAS. F. RANDALL,

EpitH J. ANDERSON.
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