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SPECIFICATION formmg part of Letters Patent No. 621,634, dated Maxch 21 1899

Apphcatmn filed I‘ebruary 1 1898 Serial No, 668, 782,

(No muc’lel )

To all whom Tt mmy COTLCEPTL:

Be it known that we, JAMESJ. CU NNINGHAM
and EUGENE -*'II W[ULLEN citizens of the
United State,s, residing at Lynn In the county

of Issex and State of Massa,chusetts, have in-

vented eert&m new and useful Improvements
in Ballots; and we do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to: be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention ,sueh aswillenableothers
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

In Letters Patent of the Umted States No.
595,669, issued to us December 21, 1897, -we
have illustrated and-deseribed an 1mp10ved
apparatus for registering votes requiring for
1ts operation What we hzwe termed in said
patent a ‘“perforated” stencil-ballot, which
controls the operation of the mar kers on the

movable tally-sheets forming part of said ap-

paratus and which 1s made by the voter at
the voting-booth from the official ballot by
punching a hole in said ballot opposite the
name of each candidate for whom he desires
to cast a vote. It will be noted from the
description of said apparatus given in said
patent that to secure its successful operation
the perforations intended to indicate a vote
for each candidate must be in substantially
the same location upon the several ballots
cast for such candidate, so that the marking
device can strike through such perforations
onto the movable tally-sheet and make its
registering marks in a line or column thereon

in position to bereadily and accurately count-

ed. 'T'o secure the above-suggested resul,

as described in said patent, the official ballot

is adjusted in a case or carrier and given to
the voter, who takes it to the voting-booth and
with the assistance of a special apparatus
provided in said booth, as fully deseribed in
sald patent, makes the perforations required
to indicate his vote for the candidates he se-
lects, and the ballot so perforated, with its

carrier, is then placed in the machine, which

is opemted to register the vote.

The object of the present invention is to
simplify the above-desceribed operation and
to do away with the special apparatus re-
quired to form the stencil-ballot from the bal-
lot which 1s provided at the polling-place.

To the above end the presentinvention cons-
sists of an improved ballot comprising a main
sheet or body portion and a perforated gage-
Strip, through the perforations in which the
main sheet or body portion of the ballot is
exposed.

The present invention 18 illustr ated in the
accompanying dla,wmﬂ's, in which—

Figure 11is a plan view of a ballot embody-
ing the same. Fig. 2 is an enlarged partial
longitudinal section through the main sheet
or body portion of the ballot and gage-strip,
showing the same before the ballot is perfo-
rated to form the stencil-ballot. IKig., 8 1sa
partial cross-section, enlarged, showing the
ballot after it has been pelfmated and Flﬂ'
4 1s an end view of the ballot.
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Similar letters of reference mdleate llke . |

parts in the several views.

Referring tothe drawings, A repr esents the
main sheet or body portion of the ballot, upon
which the names of the several candidates are
printed in columns in the nsual manner—as,
for example, in the. blocks or spaces @. To
the main sheet or body portion A is secured
a gage-strip B, whieh extends longitudinally
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of the ballot alonn the column of names there-

on. In the n*u1de-bt11p B are formed a series
of perforations 0, arranged one opposite the
name of each candidate, through which per-
forations the main sheet or body portion A is
exposed. 'The gage-strip may conveniently
consist of a strip of cardboard, thick paper,
or other suitable material, which may be con-
veniently pasted or glued to the main sheet
or body portion of the ballot. The perfora-
tion for each candidate’s name 1s in the same
position onthe gage-strip forming partof each
ballot, and when the gage-strip is secured to
the main sheet or body portion such perfora-
tions are brought to corresponding locations
thereon.
18 printed upon the main sheet or body por-
tion A, a plurality of the gage-strips B is pro-
vided, one for each column of names.

In using our improved ballot the same is
given to the voter at the polling-place in the
usual manner, and he takes it to a booth and
I with a lead-pencil, blunt-pointed stick, orany
convenient tool or implement that can be

If more than one column of names
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passed through the perforations in the gage-
strip punctures the main sheet or body por-
tion A through such perforations in the gage-

strip B as are located opposite the names of

10

the candidates for whom he desires to vote.
The ballot thus punctured forms a perforated
stencil-ballot ready to be inserted in the vote-

registering apparatus, the punctures forming

perforations which by meansof the gage-strips

B have been made in the proper relative po- |

sition to secure the successful and accurate
operation of said apparatus.
Having thus described our invention and

manner of using the same, we claim as novel

621,634

and wish to protect by Letters Patent of the
United States—

An improved ballot comprising a main
sheet or body portion, and a perforated gage-
strip, through the perforations in which the

main sheet or body portion is exposed sub-.

stantially as deseribed.
In testimony whereof we affix our signa-

tures in presence of two witnesses.
JAMES J. CUNNINGITAM.

EUGENE H. MULLEN.
Witnesses: o -

T. FJTIART ANDERSON,
A, O, ORNE.
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