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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknownthatl, EARLE ELBRIDGE WHIT-
NEY, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Wonewoe,_in the county of Juneau and
State of Wisconsin, have invented a new and
useful Thill or Pole Coupling, of which the
following is a specification.

This mventmn relates tothilland pole coup-
lings, and has for its object to provide a sim-
ple device of this character which will con-
nect the thill or pole to an axle in a substan-
tial and effective manner and which may
readily be disconnected for the substitution
of a pole for a pair of thills, or vice versa.

To these ends the present .invention con-
sists in the combination and arrangement of
the several parts, as will be hereinafter more
fully described, shown in the accompanying

drawings, and partlcularly pointed out i in the -
| the bloek.

appended claims.
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a longltudmal

sectional view odf the device. Figs. 2 and 3,
respectively, are detail perspective views of
the two members of the coupling detached.
Corresponding parts are designated by like
reference characters in all the ﬁﬂ*mes of the
drawings.
Refeulno' to the accompanying drawings,

and espeela,lly to Kig. 2 thereof, the eouplmo- |

member, which 1s connected t_o the axle of a
vehicle, comprises a flat base 1, having a
front stop-shoulder 2, which is undercut, as
at 3, upon its rear face. A portion of the

- upper face of the base 1, in rear of the stop-
35 shoulder?2,istoothed orserrated transversely,

as at 4, and provided with a longitudinal slot
5, extending a suitable distance across the
serrated portion of the base. Midway between

the sides of the base and at the vertex of the

angle formed between the undercut face of
the shoulder 2 and the upper face of the base
is provided a lateral stop in the form of a lug
A movable clamping-block
7, having a front undercut face Sand a lower
toothed or serrated face 9, which is adapted
to codperate with the serrated face of. the
This block is longitudinally adjusted
upon the base by means of a bolt 10, carried

by the block and slidably received in the slot
5o 5.

The head 11 of the bolt engages the un-

| der side of the base, and a thumb-screw 11°

is fitted to the upper end of the bolt and
adapted to be set against the upper side of
the block, whereby the latter may be held at
any desu'ed adjustment. The rear end 12 of
the base is adapted to be fitted flush against

connected by the usual clip- bolt 14, as shown
in Fig. 1.

in Fig. 3 and comprises a flat body 15, which
is provided with a depending rear head 10,

| which is cut away vertically in its rear end,

as at 17, to receive the end of the thill or pole.

A fixed block 18 depends from nedr the front

The other member, Which 18 adapt-
ed to be fitted to the thill or tongue,is shown

55

the under face of an axle 13, to whwh itis

60

end of the body 15, and its front and rear -

faces 19 and 20, 1espeetn ely, are beveled or

inclined upwardly and convergently, and a

notch 21 is formed in the lower rear edge of

To assemble the device, the member 1 is
fitted to the axle, as heretofore described, and
the thill or tongue 22 1s placed in the notch

17 of the member 15 and bolted to the sides

of the head 16. The movable block 7 is then
moved back as far as possible, and the fixed
block 18 is- passed laterally in between the
stop-shoulder 2 and. the block 7 of the mem-
ber 1, after which the movable block is set
up tightly against the fixed block and locked
there by means of the thumb-serew. The
fixed block of the member 15 is thus firmly
clamped between the stop-shoulder and the
adjustable block of the member 1, and the
projection 6 is fitted into the notch 21 in the
fixed block, whereby accidental lateral sepa-
ration of the members is prevented. It will
thus be apparent that the coupling may be

readily connected or disconnected, as it is

simply necessary to adjust the mov&ble

block 7.
Chanﬂ'es in the form, propor thI] size, and
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the minor details of constructlon Wlthln the

scope of the appended claims may be resorted

to without departing from the spirit or sacri-
ficing any of the advantages of thisinvention.

Having thus dese1 1bed the invention, what
18 clalmed is—

1. A thill or pole couphn eompusmg a

I member havmg a lixed stop- shouldel and an
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adjustable clamp, and a second member hav-
ing a fixed block or shoulder, the latter being

ﬁtted between the swp-shouldel and the ad— |

justable clamp of the first member, substan-
tially as shown and deseribed. -

9. A thill or pole coupling, comprising a
membm ‘having a stop- shouldel and an ad-
justable clamp adapted to codperate there-
with, the stop-shoulder being provided with
3! 1110* or projection, and a second member hav-

~ing a fixed shoulder or block which is pro-

and for the purpose set forth.

vided with a notch or recess, substantially as

8. A thill or pole coupling, comprising a
member having a stop-shoulder at one end
and provided with a slot near the other end
thereof, and a movable block carrying a bolt

which is provided with a set-screw, the bolt.

~ being slidably mounted in the slot, and a Sec-

20

ond member having a fixed block or shoulder

‘which is adapted to be clamped between the
stop-shoulder and the movable block of the

scribed. o
4. A thill or pole coupling, comprising a

| first member, substantially as shown and de- .

25 -

member having a fixed stop-shoulder and an

adjustable clamp, the shoulder and clamp re-
spectwely being undercut upon their oppos-
ing faces,and a seeond member having a fixed

‘block or shoulder, which has its 0pp0$1te lon-

gitudinal faces beveled orinclined upwardly
a,nd convergently, the latter block being

clamped between the undercut faces of Lhe
shoulder and adjustable clamp of the first
member, substantially as shown and de-

scribed.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein:

the presence of two witnesses.
EARLE ELBRIDGL \VIIITN]“Y

WltHGSQZBS
- H. C. DOUGLASS,

H. W. BRUNNER.
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