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- To all whom it MYy COnCern:

Be it known that we, JESSE HODGES and

CHARLES O. SOBINSKI, mtlzens of the United
States, residing at St. Loms State of Missouri,
have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in Shoe-Clasps, of which the fol-

~ lowing is a full, clear; and exact description,
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reference bemg had to the accampanymg

drawings, forming a part thereof.

Ourinvention has relation to 1mprov:ements |

in shoe-clasps; and it eonsists in the novel

arrangement and combination of parts more |

fully set forth in the speclﬁcatlon and pointed
ont in the claims.

thereto. Fig. 2 is a top plan view of theeclasp

assembled, with the locking-stud in its high-

est or d1senwaﬂ'ed pomtlon

Fig. 3 is a sec-
tion on 111'_19 33 of Fig.

2. Fig.4 is a similar

section showing the stud however initslow-

est or engaged posmon and Fig. 5 is a plan
of the under side of the female member of

‘the clasp before the lip forming a part there-

of is bent back against the body of theblank
to close the opening of the pocket punched

therefrom.

The object of our invention is to construect
a clasp which will take the place of the pre-

vailing shoe-lace, which must be renewed

from time to time during the life of theshoe.
A further object is to construct a clasp

~ which will be simple, reliable; positive in ac-
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- tion, ¢heap,

and durable. 1
In detail it may be described as follows:
- Referring to the drawings; 1 represents a

serrated or toothed tongue adapted to be se-.

cured to the shoe by the staple-prongs 2,
punched from the body of the metal at one

end thereof, the said tonrrue constituting the
male member of the clasp The female mem- |

ber comprises a plate 3, secured to the oppo-
site side of the shoe-upper by meansof prongs

a pocket 5, having an upper slotted wall or
roof O, inclined to the surface of the plate,
the 1ear of the pocket terminating in a re-
duced extension 5, separated from the pocket

proper by an offset 7. Formed at the junc-

50 ture of the lower edge of the wall 6 with the

~plate 3 proper is a transverse slit 8, which |

-In the-drawings, Figure . 1 is.a. pempegim.&_
view of a shoe, showmg our invention applied

alines with a cor responding sl1t 9, formed at

‘the juncture of the plate 3and pocket exten-
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sion-5’, the slits 8 and 9 being designed tore-

ceive the gserrated toncrue 1 0f the male mem-
ber.

the punching of the pocket 5, the said lip be-

ing folded back on the plate and thus clos-
ing the open bottom of the pocket and serv-
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The plate 3 is orlgm&lly formed with -

an extended and reduced lip 10 of substan-
tially the width of the opéning resulting from
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ing to guide the fongue therethrough from -

the slit § to the slit 9. Operating in:the lon-

gitudinal slof of the wall 6 is the shank of

a locking-stud 11, the base of the shank
being provided with. & wedge-shaped-block:-

the under surface of the wall 6, (see Fig. 5 )
the base or back of the wedge when shifted
to its lowest position along the wall 6 be-~
ing adapted to be engaged by one of the

the tension or pull of the tonﬂ'ue the more
firmly will the block 12 be Wedged between
the wall 6 and tongue 1 and the more effect-
ively will the parts be clasped. . (See Fig. 4.)
Upon shifting the stud to its hlfrhest pomtlon
on the wall 6 (see Fig. 3,) out ‘of disengage-
ment with the tongue, (Whlch shifting may
be done either by seizing the stud and shift-
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12, overlapping the sides of the slot along
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serrations of the tongue 1, and the greater -
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ing 1t up the inclined wall or by forcingthe . |

tonn‘ue inward, which would have the effect. |
of dlsenwawlng it from the block and at the

same time shoving the latter up the incline,)
the latter can readlly be withdrawn and the
respective sections of the device unclasped.

While we have herein denominated the de-

vice as a ‘‘shoe-clagp,” it is to be noted that

we do not limit 1ts application to shoes; but

the same may be used as a glove- clasp, cor--
set-clasp, and the like—that is to say, for
wearing-apparel generally.
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The device may be altered'in details with- .

-outdeparting from the spiritof ourinvention.
4. Tunched from the body of the plate 3 is |

While only two clasps are shown in connec-

tion with the shoe in Fig. 1, it is obvious that
any desired namber may be used, the two
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shown merely illustr atnw the apphcatmn of

our device.

Having descrlbed our mventlon, what we'

claim is—
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LA clasp compusmg 2} male and female



'S _ | 621,415

_ member, a serrated tongue formmg a part of | plate by the formation of the pocket substan:
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the male member, a pocket formed in the fe-
male member and having an upper inclined
slotted wall, a locking-stud having a shank
operating in the slot of the inclined wall, a
wedge-shaped block carried at the base of the
shank within the pocket and spahning .the
slot of the inclined wall, a reduced extension
forming a part of the pocket transverse slits
formed at the base of the inclined wall and
the outer edge of the extension for the free
reception of the serrated tongue, the parts

operating substantially asand forthe purpose

set forth.

2. A clasp having a male and female mem-
ber, the latter comprising a suitdble blank or
plate having a pocket punched therefrom, and

a lip extended beyond the limits of the pocket

- and adapted to be folded back against the

" 20 plate and thus close the opening left in the |

tially as set forth.

3. A clasp'comprising a male and female
member, a tongue forming a part of the male
member, a pocket formed in the female mem-
berand having an upperinclined slotted wall,
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a locking- stud having a shank operating in

the slot of the inclined wall, a block earried
at the base of the shank within the pocket and
spanning the slot of the inclined wall, slits
leading to and from the pocket for the recep-
tion of the tongue, the parts operating sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.
In testimony whereof we affix our signa-
tures in presence of two witnesses.
JESSE HODGES.
CHAS. 0. SOBINSKI.
Witnesses: | '
- EMIL STAREK,
JAMES J. O’DONOHOB.
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