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10 all wnom ot - TN CONCETTL:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM H. WINSLOW,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, have invented a certain new and useful
Impmvement in Treads for Stairs, of which
the following is a specification.

My 1HV611t10]1 relates to treads for stdirs or
other purposes where it is desired to prevent
the slipping of the feet, and has forits object
to provide a new and improved tread for this
purpose.

My invention is illustrated in the accompa-
hying drawings, wherein—

Figure 1is a plan view showing the parts of
the twad before being placed in the bath.
Fig. 2 1s a section on lme 2 2, Fig. 1, after the
trea,d has been immersed in the ba,th. Fig. 3
18 a view showing the tread in position on a
stairway. Iig. 4 showsthetreadappliedtoa
manhole-cover. Fig. 5 isasectiononlined s,
Fig. 4. Fig. 6 shows the tread in the bath.

Like letters refer to like parts throughout
the several figures.

Theobject of my pr esent invention is to pro-
vide an article of manufacture which may be
attached to the steps of stairways or to other
places with which the feet come in contact
and which when so attached will prevent the
slipping of the feet.

In carrying out my invention I provide a

series of strips of material A, this material be-

ing of such a nature as to adhere, as it were,
to the feet and prevent slipping. Any desired
material for this purpose may be used—such,
for example, as lead. These strips may be of
any desired length, and are preferably pro-
vided with melmed edges Between the strips
A, I provide a series of strlps B of more rigid
mater 1al—such, for example, as copper—a
portion of the smfaee of the strips I3 being
exposed between the strips A. Itisof course

evident thatany desired material may be used
for this purpose. The strips A and B are then

attached to some suitable support C of ma-

terial which is not a conductor of electricity—
such, for example, as wood-—or which hasbeen
treated so as to destroy its condueting prop-
erties. These strips may be attached in their
proper relative position to the support C in

- any suitable manner—as, for example, by

means of nails or the hke O’ The series of

piece or tread.

hole-cover.
would be made in the same manner as for

- strips on this support are then placed in an

electrolytic bath, as shown in Fig. 6, the strips
acting as the cathode and being opposed to
some suitable anode, so that the coating of
metal will be deposited thereon, as shown at
D, Fig. 2. Thisdeposited metal engages both
the strips A and B and binds them into a solid
It is of course evident that
any suitable electrolytic bath may be used,
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and I of course do not limit myself in this °

particular.
of sufficient thickness, the tread is taken from
the bath and removed from the support C.

Thetread is then ready for use and is attached
to the stairway or other place with the de-
posited metal. D down, so that the non-slip-
ping material A is exposed on the surface, as
illustrated in Kig. 3. The non-slipping ma-
terial thus pr event% the sllppmn* of the feet,

and the deposited metal D firmly binds the
several strips together. The strips I3, which
areof moredur able material than the stlips A,

hold the parts together and prevent the stmps
A from getting out of shape and also from be-
coming easﬂy worn. 1t will thus be seen that

When the deposited metal D is
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I hzwe here a simple and durable tread which

may be applied tc any surface with which the
feet come in contact where it is desirable to
prevent the feet from slipping. In Figs. 4and
5 1 have shown the tread as applied to a man-=
In such construetions the tread

stairs, the deposited metal D forming an outer
casing in which the strips A and B are held.
It is of course evident that any desired num-

‘ber of pieces may be assembled together in
this manner, and I have attempted only to

show a slmple construction, so as to ma,ke my
invention clear.

- Thave described one construction embody- |

ing my invention; but it is evident that the
form, construction, and arrangement of the

‘several parts may be varied without departing

from the spiritof myinvention,and Itherefore
do not wish to be hmlted to tlle constr uction
shown.

I claim—

1. As an article of manufa,ctme, a tread

adapted to be attached to stairs or other places
with which the feet come in contact and com-
prising a series of strips of non-slipping ma-

terial, a series of strips of harder material in-
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termediate or between the strips of non-slip-
ping material, the several strips placed in
proximity to each other so as to form a prac-
tically continuous surface, and a layer of de-

posited metal which engages the several strips .

and binds them firinly together.

9. As an article of manufacture, a tread
for preventing slipping of the feet, compris-
ing a series of strips of non-slipping material
provided with inclined or beveled edges, a
series of strips of harder material also pro-
vided with beveled edges and placed inter-
mediate or between the strips of non-slipping
material,the several stripsassociated together
so as to form a substantially continuous sur-
face, and a coating of electrically-deposited
metal on one of the confinuous surfaces
formed by said strips, satd electrically-de-
posited metal engaging the strips and bind-
ing them firmly together.

3. As an article of manufacture, a tread
to prevent slipping of the feet, comprising a
series of strips of non-slipping material, a
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series of independent strips of harder mate-
rial intermediate or between the stripsof non-
slipping material,the several strips associated
together so as to form a substantially continu-
ous surface, and a binding device adapted to
firmmly bind the several strips together.

4, As an article of manufacture, a tread
to prevent slipping of the feet, comprising a
series of strips of non-slipping material pro-
vided with ineclined or beveled edges, a se-
ries of intermediate strips of harder material
provided with inclined or beveled edges and
loosely inserted between the strips of non-
slipping material, the several strips associated
together so as to form a substantially con-
tinuous surface, and a binding device asso-

39

35

ciated with said strips and adapted to firmly 4o

bind them together.

WILLIAM II. WINSLOW.,

Witnhesses:
DONALD M. CARTER,
" HoMER L. KRATFT.
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