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To all whom it may concermn:

Be 1t known that I, JOHEN J. MAHONEY, of
Malden, in the county of Middlesex and State
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Knapsacks, of
which the following is a description suffi-
ciently full, clear, and exact to enable those
skilled in the art to which it appertains or

‘with which it is most nearly connected tomake

and use the same.
My invention relates to knapsacks, and
more particularly to knapsacks of that class

!

i

bulk of the contents.

that are adapted to the peculiar needs of sol- |

diers and tourists.

The object of my invention is to so con-
struct a knapsack as to make it possible to
carry the same while on the march with the
least practical inconvenience and at the same
time to afford abundant facilities for storing
the various articles pertaining to the toiletin
the most convenient and accessible manner.

To this end my invention comprises an
elongated flexible case provided with suchar-
renﬂ'ements of pockets, flaps, &e., as to con-
tem articles of apparel and such other arti-
cles as are necessary to the outfit of a soldier
or a tourist in the least possible bulk and so
disposed as to atford a handy and ceonvenient
traveler’s companion when the same is un-
rolled and hung upon the wall of the room or
tent.

Referring now to the drawings, Figure 1 is
a plan view of my knapsack unfolded. Fig.
2 18 asimilar viewof the same; the flaps being
turned in and fastened. Fig. 3is a sectional
view at right angles to the plane of Fig. 1.
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the knapsack
rolled up in form to be carried.

As shown in the drawings, my knapsack |

consists of a main body poruon A, provided
with side flaps ¢ a and end flap or extension
b. The body portion is provided with suit-
able pockets ¢, which are closed by means of
a flap or lid d, which buttons down over it.

Additional pockets, as shown at e, may be

provided. 'The side flaps a are also provided
with sunitable pockets a'.

laps is secured a series of cross-straps 7,
provided with one or more fasteners g. These
cross-straps serve a twofold purpose. When
the knapsack is rolled up with its contents

To one of thege |

place. More than one fastener may be used
to accommodate the length of strap to the
These straps also serve
as hangers, upon which towels or articles of
clothing may behung when the device is sus-
pended from the wall in the position shown
in Fig. 2. |

Along the back or outside of the main sec-
tion I secure a series of straps ¢, which pass
around the knapsack when it is rolled up and
hold its contents firmly in place and keep it
from unrolling.

The end ﬂep or extension b serves to vary
the length or capacity of the knapsack ac-
001d1nﬂ' to bulk of the contents which it is
desired tocarry. Thus when few articles are
carried the flap 0 may be folded down flat,
thus shortening the length of the knapsack
to that extent.

Along the side edge of the main body por-
tion A, I secure in any suitable manner a
number of rings /. I also provide a strap m,
adapted to be detachable, for the purpose of
supporting the knapsack from the shoulders.

The whole knapsack is made of canvas,
duck, rubber, or other suitable material that
is light, durable, and flexible and is adapted
when packed and rolled to be carried inside
the rolled blanket which is usually carried
bysoldiers. Thisflexibilityallowsit to adapt
itself to the shape or conformation of the
shoulders or back, while the absence of rigid-
1ty and hardness prevents it from wearing
upon or galling the carrier. DBy simply un-
buckling the straps and suspending it from
the wall of the tent an extremely convenient
and well-arranged traveler’s companionisfur-
nished.

It will be observed that the side flaps are
narrow in comparison with the main body
portion, thus affording ample room to sus-
pend towels or the like upon the cross con-
necting-straps.

The advantages of my novel construction
are so apparent thet it is deemed unnecessary
to give further explanation.

Without attempting to set forth all the mi-
nor variations that may be made in the em-
bodiment of myinvention or all the modes of
its use, what I claim is—

1. A knapsack of flexible material, com-

ingide, they serve to keep the contents in | prising a main body portion pI'()Vlded at its
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lower end with a series of pockels open at
their upper ends, a pair of folding flaps, ex-
tending along the sides of the main portion,
but of less length than said main portion, said
aps being provided with pockets, a flexible
extension-flap formed at the upperend of said
body portion, and a carrying or supporting
strap, detachably connected with the main
body portion midway of the ends of said body.

2. A knapsack of flexible material, com-
prising a main body portion, provided with
suitable pockets, open at the top, folding side
flapsalso provided with series of pockets, said
side flaps being of much less width than tlhe
main body, aseries of cross-straps, secured to
one of said flaps, being provided with detach-
ablefastenersforconnecting them tothe oppo-

!

site flaps, the straps being of sufficient length
and arranged so as to form supportsor hangers
for articles of apparel, when the knapsack is
unrolled and hung up, and a series of straps
secured to and adapted to pass around said
knapsack when it is rolled up, the entire
knapsack being free from any bars or frames
which inferfere with its complete flexibility.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses, this 2d day of Au-
gust, A. D. 1898. |

JOIN J. MATIONEY.

Witnesses: _
GEO. N. GODDARD,
A. W. CROSSLEY.
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