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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WESLEY J. WILLIAMS,

OF DEFIANCE, IOWA.

INDICATING-SIGN FOR POST-OFFICE BOXES.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 620,522, dated Febiuary X8, 1899,
Appliedtion filed September 4, 1897, Serial No, 650,667, (No model)

To all whom it el COnCeriv:

Be it known that I, WESLEY J. WILLIAMS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at De-—
iance, in the county of Shelby and State of
Iowa, have invented certain new and useful
Implovements in Indicating-Signs for Post-
Office Boxes; and 1 do her eby deelare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion ef the 1nvent10n such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it appertalns to

make and use the same.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in indicating-signs for
post-office boxes; and the object is to provide
a sign to take the place of the usual notifica-
tion-card and which is adapted to be readily
and conveniently suspended from the cross-
bar on the door or outer wall of the box, so

that the notice thereon will be visible from

the exterior through the glass panel, thereby
doing away with the present objectionable
practice of placing the card in the box with
the mail-matter and producing a notification-
sign having a wider range of usefulness.

A further object is to prowde a 8ign hav-
ing a novel form and arrangement of hooks,
Whereby it is adapted to be readily and con-
veniently inserted by a suitable tool through
the inner open ends of long and narrow boxes
and suspended in position from the cross-bar
on the outer wall or door. |

To these ends the invention consists in a
sign embodying certain novel features of con-
struction and arrangement of parts, as will
be hereinafter more fully described, and par-

~ ticularly pointed out in the appended claim,
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reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this speciﬁcation,
and in which— -

Figure 1is a front view of a post-office lock-
box with my improved indicating-sign in po-
sition.  Fig. 2 is a sectional elevation of the
same. Fig. 3 1s a perspective view of the in-
ner side of the sign. Fig. 4 is a perspective
view of the inserting-tool.

Referring now more particularly to the
drawings, wherein like letters and figures
of reference designate corresponding parts
throughout the several views, the numeral 1
represents the interior of a post-office lock-
box of usual construction, 2 the door thereof,
and 3 a transverse metallic strip secured on

l

| one end of 1133 stem or shank p01t10n 11 to

‘the inner side of said deor and bearing the
number of the box on its outer face.

In carrying out my invention I employ an
approximately rectangular plate 4, preferably

metallic, the dImenelons of which are gov-
erned, of course, by the size of the box In
thh it 1s mtended to be used. This plate
is imperforate or mnon - apertured to form
tongues or-other projections, so that the outer

-faee thereof presents asmooth unbroken sur- -

face. Upon theinner or rear face of the plate
is a central vertical strip 5, having its upper
end bent outwardlyand downwardly to form
a hook 6 and its lower end offset or projected
outwardly to form a retaining arm or hook 7,
and this strip is secured intermediately be-
tween said hooks to the plate by soldering or
otherwise. These two hooks are arranged
centrally of the plate in vertical alinement
and parallel with the plate, and the said hook
6 i3 located adjacent to the upper edge of the
plate, while the hook 7 is located centrally
thereof. The hook or arm 7 is of peculiar
form to adapt 1t for the particular purpose
for which- it is intended, having a right-an-
oled upper shoulder « and a pendent Web or
ﬂanﬂ'e b standing out a sufficient distance
from the plate to enable the hook to be easily
fitted down over the metallic strip 3 on the
inner side of the box-door without exerting
pressure and so that said shoulder a will rest
on the strip and support the plate. Thiscon-
struction is of importance in a sign of this

character, as on account of the restricted size

of a post -office box it would be difficult to
manipulate a sign employing a normally-

closed spmnﬂ*-tongue which would have to be

forced open under pressure toengage the sup-
porting-strip. On the outer face of theplate
‘“Vacant,” ‘“Box rent due,” or any other no-
tice from the postmaster to the public or to
the box-holder may be imprinted or embossed
either directly upon the metal or upon a card
affixed thereto. As the face of the plate is
smooth and unbroken by apertures or projec-
tions, the notice may be easily painted thereon
and the plate readily embossed, enameled, or

otherwise ornamented to produee a neay and

attractive sign.
The tool for inser ting and euependmn‘ the
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sign consists of a sin n'le piece of wire bentat
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.. torma loop-shaped handle 12 and at its op- | are attainéd 'by'prowdmw a sign ‘having the
... posite end to form a laterally-disposed engag- | peculiar construction and arra,mrement of
. ing-hook 13 of novel form, one arm 14 thereof | hooks hereinbefore described, Whlch adapts
S T R ;bemﬂ' arranged at an obtuseangle to theshank | it to engage the cross-bar of: the box and per- 40
3 and the other arm 15 at a vight angle thereto, | mit of it being inserted thereinto and sus- =
S R the construction being such that the main por- | pended from: the? interior without subjecting =
L tion of the hook lies outside the line of the | the postmaster or his assistants to the labor
.. shank, while the bill portion of the arm 15 { and annoyance of sepamtel.} openmﬂ‘ eaeh
... . ... terminates and lies subsbantlaﬂy within the | box-door from the exterior. = i 45
. 1o line of said shank. In operation hook 6 of | Having thus fully descrlbed the mventmn' SEERRES
... .. . the sign is suspended from the arm 150fthe.ééwhatls clmmed as newis— i
o .. tool, whleh properly centers and steadies it, | ' An indicating-sign for pOSt 'o’ﬁce 'boxzes%_? R
B whﬂe at the same time allowing its lower end ;adapted to be supported on the c¢ross stripor
. totilt without liability of dlsl_oeatlﬂn The |'bar on the interior of the box so that the no- 50
... 15 signis then inserted by means of the 13001 be- | tice thereon will be visible through the glass =
. tween the door or front wall of the box until | panel, and comprising an 1mperf01 ate plate%j R
.. ... ... ...the hook 7 1ests upon the cross-bar 3, where- sbearmﬂ'asmtable notlee on 1ts auter fa.ee emdf R
; ;upon the sign w111 be properlv supported in NN

anmdlea,tlnﬂ'-swnpro—v- - WESLEY J W’ILLIAMS ERE
;;;;=;=_-;:;e{;;wdedwmeh unhketheedrd may be used in- | Wltnesses- -
.35 deﬁmtelyandcannotbeovelloeked These | LErROY E. SINCLAIR T

and other material and obvious advantages LyLe. M. WILLIAMS.
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