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ACCOUNT BOOK.
(Application ﬁlgd Nov. 23, 1887.)

2 Sheets—Sheet 2.

(No Model.)
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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFEFICE.

GILBERT C. SHEPHERD, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

ACCOUNT-BOOK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 620,508, dated February 28,' 1899,
Application filed November 23, 1897, Serial No, 659,551, (No model.)

To all whom it may corncern.: -

Be it known that I, GILBERT C. SHEPHERD,
a citizen of the United States, residing at New
York, (Brooklyn,)in the county of Kin gs and
State of New York, have made eertain new
and useful Improvements in Books of Ac-
count, of which thefollowingisaspecification.

My invention has more particular relation
to books of account, especially ledgers,where-
in the sheets are adapted to be detached from
the book when said sheets are filled up, so
that said sheets can be filed away in a suit-
able file and new sheets added to the book,
80 as to completely use up all the sheets in
the book and obviate the necessity of provid-
ing a number of ledgers or other account-
books.

My invention consists in the construetlon
of an account-book which may be used as
ledger, in which the various accounts and
their condition at different periods may be

readily ascertained, said construction com-

prising a series of interposed index-sheets
provided with pockets at their endsto receive
the ledger-sheets interposed between the in-
dex-sheets, the pockets on the index-sheets
being lined and spaced, the spaces being pro-
wded with numerals to correspond Wllh like
spaces and numerals produced upon the
ledger-sheets, the pockets at the end of the
index-sheets providing ready means for re-
celving the ends of the ledger-sheets, so that
a readily-accessible index is provided, by
means of which the particular line on which
the account is to be found in the ledger-sheets
will be readily disclosed without necessitat-
ing the turning over of the leaves in elther
direction to find the ledger-index.

My invention further “consists in the con-
struction of said index and ledger sheets,
whereby they can lie flat in the book and
avoid the curving over of the edges of the
sheets incidental to the emplovment of the
usual method of binding continuous sheets
in books of this class.

My invention therefore consisis in the con-
struction and combination of parts hereinaf-
ter described, and pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings forming part of this speci-
fication, Figure 1 is a perspective view show-
ing a book or ledger partly or wholly com-

| my invention.

pocket.

Fig. 2is an enlarged perspec-
tive elevation of the upper inner corner of
one of the ledger-sheets, showing their con-
struction and the construction of theflexible
connection between the binding strip or edge
and the body of the sheet. FHig. 3 is a front
elevation of one or more of the ledger-sheets
inserted into the pocket provided on the ends
of the index-sheets. Fig. 4 is an enlarged
cross-section through one of the ends of the
index-sheets, showing the construction of the
Fig. 5 is an enlarged perspective
view showing the construction of the index-
sheets prior to the formation of the pockets
thereon; and Fig. 6 is a sectional elevation
through one of the index-leaves, showing a
modified construction of pocket.

A book constructed in accordance with my
invention will comprise a series of ‘‘Index-
leaves,” so called, A, of any suitable number
and size, and a series of ledger-leaves B, in-
terposed between the index-leaves and of a
suitable size, preferably a little shorter than
the index-sheets, there being two leaves to

each index-sheet A’ and ledger-sheet B', each

of the sheets being provided with a flexible
extension C, comprising a strip of muslin or
other desired fabric D, secured at the in-
ner ends K of the sheets and overlapping the
end of the sheet for a distance sufficient to
strengthen their union with the flexible strip
D, the ends of the strips D at a suitable dis-
tance removed from the ends K of the sheets
being preferably, though not essentially, pro-
Vlded with a remfowmw-strlp F, preferably
secured to the strip D on the same side as
the ledger or index leaf, to which the strip D
18 attached as clearly 111ustmted in Fig. 2.
Holes or perfm ations G may be formed in the
edges of the strips D and F to allow of the
Sheets being readily attached or detached.
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- Each of the index or ledger sheets A Bare

preferably constructed double by providing
a blank of preferably twice the length of the
sheet to be produced and doubling it upon it-
self, as at E, toform the inner end, each blank
forming two leaves, each leaf having an inde-
pendent pivot removed from the holes G, by
which the sheetsare to be secured in the book.

TInstead, however, of forming the twoleaves of

the index or ledger sheets of one blank of pa-

pletﬂd and constructed in accordance with | per the blanks can be cut to the size of a sin-
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ole leaf and their inner edges secured to-
gether at the point E, Fig. 2, although I pre-
fer to form them as shown, whereby a sepa-
rate hinge for each leaf 1s provided, enabling
the leaf to open out freely and lie flat in the
book. Whichever method 1sadopted forthe
construction of these sheets the result 1s ex-
ceedingly advantageous in the employment
of the book constructed according to my in-
vention, inasmuch as each sheet has an in-
dependent pivotal point removed away from
the point of securement of the sheets m the
book.

Hach of the ledtrer-sheets is ruled into lon-
ogitudinal spaces and provided with vertical
columns indicating the balance of the various
accounts on certain months, each longitudi-

other reference character to indicate the par-
ticular line on which the account and the bal-
ance thereof are to be found.

The index-leaves A, which I prefer to con-
struct in exact accordance with the ledger-
leaves, are provided with pockets H on the
outer side and at each end of the leaves of
sald sheets, as indicated clearly in Fig. 1.

These pockets may be formed in any desir-

able manner; but I prefer to form them as in-
dicated clearlyin Figs. 4 and 5, in which the
leaves are provided on their-upper and lower
edges with outwardly - extending tongues I
and a longitudinally-extending tongue J, the
dotted line K, Fig. 5, indicating the approxi-
mate end of the leaves. To form the pocket,

the tongue J is folded over so as to overlap

the outer face of the ledger-leaves A, as
shown in Fig. 4, and when in this position
the tongues I are bent over and secured upon
the outer face of the tongues J, as shown in
Fig. 4, and secured thereto by mucilage or in
anyother desired way. Iunsteadofemploying
the tongues I to hold the tongues J in posi-
tion separate strips I' can be substituted
therefor and of about the same dimensions,
which can be secured to the leaf A and tongue

- J and overlaps them, as shown in Fig. 6.

50
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As will be understood, both leaves of the
index-sheets are provided with pockets on
%l}e exterior at the ends, as clearly shown in

ig. 1. |

The exterior of the flap or tongue J is ruled
longitudinally to provide longitudinal spaces
a, at the inner end of which a vertical column

of figures or letters or other reference char- |

acters b are produced, which may be confined
to a column by a vertical line, such as ¢, the
top of the tongue being pr ovided with a space
d, on which the word ‘““ Name” is printed, or
the word can be printed on the tongue I, if
desired, as shown in Fig. 1.

As before stated, each of the leaves I3 of

the ledger-sheets is ruled and spaced to pro-

vide for readily presenting the condition of
the account at certain periods of the year,
the specific condition provided for in the
ledger - sheets illustrated herein being the

monthly balance of each account, for which

- to the right.

| separate index-sheets.

purpose each ledger-leaf is provided on either
or both sides with double columns e and f,
Fig. 3, each column being utilized for a single
month and each sheet being ruled to provide

longitudinal spaces g and a vertically-dis-

posed line of letters, numerals, or other refer-
ence characters 7, the lon O'Itlldlﬂc'bl spaces on
the ledger-leaves eorrespondmo* and alining
with those on the index-leaf and produced on
the exterior of the pocket, as before deseribed,

the alining spaces of both index-pocket and
ledwer-leaf corresponding, whether they be

. numelalcs letters, or othel reference charac-

ters, as clea,rly' shown in Fig. 3. :
The ledger-leaves may have more than one

line to eaeh number or othel reference char-

-acter,
nal space being provided with a numerical or |

if desired. _
The index- pockets on the index-leaves pro-

vide ready means for ascertaining the par-
ticular position of the account on any of the

Jledger-leaves and also allows of the index to
be utllwed whether working from {he left or
For example, if the work is be-

ing condueted on the leaves at the right hand

: those preceding the particular leaf at the left

hand will beinserted into the left-hand pocket,
as shown in Fig. 8, as will also the particular
leaf on which Work is being done. -

A glance at the index-poela:et, on which the
names of the various accounts are placed and
assigned to their particular reference charac-
ter, W111 indicate the proper position in which
either to place the balance of the account on
the particular month or to find the particular
account, if it has already been balanced and
posted into its position on the ledger-leaves.

Should it be desired to work on the leaves

at the left-hand side, the ones preceding that
particular leaf and that leaf itself may be in-
serted into the right-hand pocket which will
present its mdet at the right in the same
manner as the left-hand mdex Is presented.

I prefer that the pocketed index-sheets be.

made of double leaves, as previously de-
scribed, rather than producing the pockets
on index-leaves in which each leaf, although
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being juxtaposed or arranged one adjacent -

the other, would be separate from each other,
and I therefore donot limit myself to the pre-

I15

cise details of construction in this regard

hereinbefore recited. Neitherdo I limit my-
self to the use of two pockets, as one may be
employed.

1t is apparent that any desired number of
ledger-sheets may be interposed between the
indek—sheets and that each of the index-sheets
may be utilized to divide the ledger-sheets
into sections corresponding to some particu-
lar alphabetical designation.. For instance,
the first series of ledger-sheets may be util-

120
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ized for the names of the accounts beginning

with the letter **A,” the second with the let-
ter **B,” and so on, the index-leaves which
divide the ledger-leavesinto sections provid-
ing indices for the interposed ledger-sheets
consisting of the first and last leaf of two
In this manner the
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posting of accounts and reference thereto is
very much expedited and the book economic-
ally constructed.

The imposition of a flexible strip D between
the binding stub or strip F and theinner end
of either ef the sheets allows said sheets to lie
flat in the book, as indicated in either Fig. 1
or Fig. .

It is apparent that the construction here-
inbefore deseribed can be modified within va-
rying limits without departing from the spirit
of my invention.

Having described my invention, I claim—

1. In an account-book, the eombmatmn of

a series of eeeount-leeves; intervening leaves

interposed between groups of said aecount-
leaves, and pockets formed upon the said in-
tervening leaves at their outer ends, the said
pockets on said intervening leaves facing In
opposite directions and being adapted to re-
ceive the ends of the account-leaves of the ad-
jacent group, substantially as described.

2. In an account-book, the combination of

a leaf having a pocket formed on one side at

its end, said pocket having a spaced charac-
ter-index produced on its exterior, and a leat
adapted to have its outer edge inserted into
said pocket, said latter leaf being provided
with spaces and characters alining and corre-
sponding with those on the pocket, substan-
tially as described.

3. In an account-book, the combination of
aseriesof account-sheets; index-leavesinter-
posed between groups of said account-leaves
and provided with pockets facing in opposite
directions, the account-leaves bemn' ruled into
longitudinal spaces and each space provided
with a reference character, the exterior of
said pockets being likewise ruled and spaced,
with reference characters, the spaces on the
pockets and theaccount-leaves beingin aline-
ment with each other, and the reference char-
acters corresponding, substantially as de-
scribed.

4. Inanaccount-book,the combination with
a group of eecount-sheets of index-leaves dis-
posed upon opposite sides of said group of ac-
count-leaves and provided with pockets fac-

A

ing said group of account-leaves, the said ac-
count- leaves being ruled into longitudinal
spaces and each space provided with a refer-
ence character, the exterior of said pockets
being likewise ruled and spaced with refer-
ence ‘characters the spaces on the pockets and
the account-leaves being in alinement with
each other and the referenee characters cor-
1eep0ndmg, substantially as deseribed.

A book having two leaves provided with
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mwa,rdly -facing poekets at their outer ends

‘and added ﬁe}ﬂble strips at their inner ends,

and a series of leaves interposed between the
pocketed leaves and having flexible strips at
their inner ends alining Wlth the first-men-
tioned strips, substentlelly as described.

6. Inanaccount-book,the combination with
a groupof adjacent eceeunt-sheets eachsheet
eonmstmn‘ of a blank bent or folded eentrally
upon itself to form two leaves; a flexible strip
secured to the exterior of each of said sheets
at the folded portion; of additional leaves ar-
ranged upon either 31de of said group of ac-
eount-sheets and each having a poeLet atb its
outer edge facing the group of sald account-
sheets, substantmlly as deseribed.

7. The leaves A, A, united at their rear
ends, their outer ends being provided with
pockets, substantially as clesembed

8. Theleaves A, A, united at one end, their
free ends being p1 ovided with pockets H,
sald pockets bemﬂ‘ formed by providing tlle
tongues I, J, bent over to lie substantially
pemllel with the exterior leaves A, A, said
tongues being secured together subst&ntmlly
as desembed

9. Theleaf A having the tongue J bent over
thereupon forming a pocket H, and strips se-
cured upon said tongue J at opposite points
and retaining the said tongue in such folded
position, substantially as described.

Signed at the eity, county, and State of New
York this 22d day of November, 1397.

GILBER'T C SHEPHERD.

Witnesses:
WM. JACOBSEN,
P. BEATRICE KUHN.
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