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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 620,222, dated February 28, 1899,
Application filed December 9,1898, Serial No. 698,709, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, ARTHUR W. BROWNE
and GEORGE L. HARRISON, citizens of the
United States,residing at New York,(Prince’s
Bay,) in the county of Richmond and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Cotton-Holders and
Waste - Receptacles; and we do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same.

Our invention relates to cotton-holders and
waste-receptacles for the use of dentists; and
our object is to provide devices of this kind
that will better meet the requirements for
which they are intended.

Our invention consists of certain improve-
ments which will be hereinafter fully de-
scribed and then pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Ifigure 1 is
a top or plan view of a combined cotton-
holder and waste-receptacle constructed ac-
cording to our invention. Fig. 2 is a verti-
cal central sectional view of a cotton-holderon
theline 2 2 of Fig.1. Fig.3isa viewin front
elevation of said combined cotton-holder and
waste-receptacle. | |

By the term ¢‘ cotton-holder” is meant a de-
vice for containing absorbent cotton and pro-
vided with means for holding the cotton in

position, from which it may be conveniently

removed in desired small particles by the
dentist. A ‘‘waste-receptacle” is a box or
holder into which the dentist may conven-
lently drop small particles of waste cotton, &e.

Our improvements are common to both cot-

“ton-holders and waste-receptacles, the char-

acteristics which distinguish the one from the
other not being of our invention. We will
therefore first describe a cotton-holder with
particular reference to our improvements and
will then designate the features peculiar to
the cotton-holder as well as to the waste-re-
ceptacle. |

A represents a metal base-piece, preferably
circular in horizontal section, but which for

the most part may be of any other desired |
shape. The bottom of the base-piece is flat |

| in order to enable it to rest upon a horizon- so
tal surface—such, for instance, as a dental
bracket, table, or cabinet. The top « of the
‘base-piece is inclined downwardly from rear

to front relatively to the bottom, the angle

of ineclination being about twenty-three de- 55
grees. Forashortdistance below itsinclined
top the base is formed with a cylindrical
portion B, the walls of which are disposed

at a right angle to the top surface of the base.

A groove C is formed in the cylindrical por- 6o
tion B of the base and is shown as extending
entirely around the same. Just below the
ogroove C is an annular enlargement, shoul-
der, or bead D). | |

E represents the holder proper, which is 65
cylindrical in form and open at bottom. The
lower open end of the c¢ylindrical holder is
adapted to be fitted upon the upper inclined
cylindrical portion B of the base, with which
it has detachable connection. This detach- yo
able connection consists of spring-tongues E
on opposite sides of the holder and provided
with lugs f, adapted to engage the groove C
of the base. When in position upon the base,
the lower edge of the holder abuts against 75
the shoulder D of the base. Obviously but
one spring-tongue F may be used, if desired,
or more than two such tongues may be used,
and the groove C need not necessarily extend
entirely around the base, although we prefer 8o
that 1t should.

The cotton-holder K is provided with an
open outer end, crossed by a series of parallel.
bars H, formed bya continuous wire suitably
bent and secured in place, as shown. A cir- 85
cular disk or follower I and a spring J should
be employed, as usual, for pressing the cotton
K against the bars . -

- Lrepresents the waste-receptacle,which has
a closed top provided with a star-shaped open- go
ing M, through which the waste cotton, d&c.,
may be dropped into the receptacle. These
last-mentioned features may of course be va-
ried in any suitable way.

The preferred embodiment of ourinvention 95
consists of a combined device 1n which a cot-
ton-holder E and a waste-receptacle L are
supported side by side and their bases united
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by a connecting-piece G. We also design to
make the cotton-holder and waste-r eceptaele
asseparatearticles having no connection with
each other. .

The chief advantages of our improved con-

struction are, first, that by tipping or inclin-

ing the holder or leceptacle the outer end
thereof from which the cotton is to be picked
or into Wthh the waste is to be dropped, 1s
presented to the dentist at an angle, whereby
the picking of cotton therefrom or the plac-
ing of waste therein may be performed with
the oreatest ease and convenience, and, sec-
ond, that the holder or receptacle cannot be-
come accidentally separated from the base,
yvet it can be quickly and conveniently de-
tached therefrom for the purpose of renew-
ing the supply of cotton in case of the cotton-
holder and for removing the waste cotton,
&e., in case of the waste-receptacle and then
be as quickly and conveniently replaced in
position upon the base.

We claim as our invention—

1. A cotton-holder or waste-receptacle con-

| sisting of the base having a flat bottom and

an upper cylindrical pmtlon inclined at an
angle to said flat bottom, in combination with
a cyliudrical holder ha,ving detachable con-
nection with said inclined cylindrical portion
of the base, whereby said cylindrical holder
is tipped or inclined relatively to said base,
substantially as described.

2. A cotton-holder or waste-receptacle con-
sisting of a base having an upper cylindrical
portion provided with a groove, in combina-
tion with the cylindrical holder having de-
tachable connection with said cylindrical por-
tion of the base and provided with a spring
tongue or tongues for engaging the groove in
said base, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof we affix our signa-
tures in presence of two witnesses.

ARTHUR W. BROWNE.
GEORGE L. HARRISON.

Witnesses:
SEYMOUR CASE,
M. A. COLE.
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