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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WALTER S. MENDEN-
HALL, residing at Norwood, in the county of
Hamilton and State of Ohio, have invented
certain newand useful Improvementsin Tem-
porary Binders, of which the following is a

- specification.

The object of my invention is to provide a
simple and convenient temporary binder; and
theinvention consists in the construetion and
combination of devices, as hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed.

Thefeatures of my invention are more fully
set forth in the description of the accompany-
ing drawings, making a part of this specifi-
cation, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
provement, showing the sheets clamped be-
tween the covers. Fig. 2 is a perspective of

devices shown in Fig. 1, viewed from the un-

der side and with the flexible cover thrown
back. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of one of
the hinge-supporting plates. Fig. 4is a per-
spective view of the other hinge-supporting
plate. Fig. 5 is a central longitudinal sec-
tion of Fig. 1. Fig. 61is a similar view show-
ing the clamps in the open position and the
flexible cover thrown back. Fig. 7 is a per-

spective view of the spring-catch for holding

the clamp-covers open.

A represents an ordinary stiff book-cover.

B represents the hinge-supporting plate se-
cured to the cover A. This cover is prefer-
able notched or recessed out, so as to span
the ears a. | |

b represents rivets for securing the cover
A t6 plate B. -

C represents the upper hinge-supporting
plate. It is attached to the top cover C' and
provided with ears ¢, which engage over the
hinge-rod d. The ears ¢ on the upper plate
engage over the hinge-rod d either outside or

Inside of ears o of the lower plate, and the-

rod d forms the pivot on which the plates B
and C turn. |

In order to clamp the two covers together,

I provide a compression-spring D, preferably

coiled around rod d and provided with a cen-
tral loop e with terminal limbs £, lying on the
plate C. Plate B presses upon the

]

| clamps the binding portion of the covers to:

gether, as shown in Fig. 5.

It is desirable to hold the covers apartin a
ixed position, so as to readily insert or re-
move the sheets. Thisisaccomplished in the
following manner: '

I represents a catch hinged to the undet
side of the top plate by means of ears 7, in
which the cenfer pin g journals. A compres-
sion-spring is applied to the catch E, prefer-
ably in the following manner:

G represents a bifurcation at the rear edge
of said catch, forming an opening to receive
spring I as it is coiled around the center
pin g. One of the terminal limbs A of the
spring rests against the face of catch E and
the other terminallimb/ rests against the face
of plate C. This spring serves to force the
cateh normally outward. The lower plate Bis
pierced with an orifice K, through which eatch
E passes, and its normal position is out of en-
gagement with the rear edge & of the bottom
plate B. When it is desired to remove the
compression of spring D, the top cover ' is
turned back upon the upper clamping-strip
and the hinged plates B C are rocked apart,
compressing the spring D until the catch E

| has engaged over the edge & of the bottom

plate B, as shown in Fig. 6.
forced outward by its spring H, causing the
automatic engagement of catch E., Thus the
binding or clamping portion of the upper
cover C' is held open and away from contact
with the bottom cover, allowing the sheets m
to be readily inserted or removed. When it
18 desired to clamp the parts to secure the

sheets in position between the covers, catch.
| I is tripped and the spring D draws the cov-

ers together again and clamps the sheets se-
curely between them.

This cateh is
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Having described my invention, what I '

claim is— -

1. In a temporary binder, the combination
of top and bottom clamping-plates respec-
tively attached to the binder-covers, said

plates being pivotally connected to each other

intermediate of their front and rear edges by
means of a hinge-rod,aspring wrapped around
sald rod and adapted to strain the rear edges
of the plates apart, a catch and a locking-ori-

loop ¢ and forms the compression which | fice therefor formed respectivelyinsaid plates
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in rear of the hinge-rod, whereby the catch
engages over the rear edge of the opposite
plate through said orifice, when the rear edges
of said plates are rocked toward each other
on their central hinge-rod, substantially as
described. o

2. In a temporary binder, the combination
of top and a bottom clamping-plates attached
respectively to the binder-covers, ears formed

10 on the middle meeting faces of said clamping-

plates, a hinge-rod passed through said ears,

a spring coiled around said rod and engaging |

with said plates in rear of the hinge-rod, a

catch pivoted upon one plate back of the
hinge-rod and a locking-orifice formed adja-

cent to said cateh in the coacting plate, sub-

stantially as described.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand.

WALTER S. MENDENHALL.

Witnesses:
OLIVER B. K AISER,

W. R. WOOD,
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