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To all whom it may concermw:

Be it known that I, EDWARD CHARLES
W ALDEN, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Middletown, in the county of Dauphin
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented a
new and useful Carpet-Stretcher, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention relates to carpet-stretchers,
and more particularly to that class of carpet-
stretchers adapted to be placed upon the floor
beneath the carpet mnear its free edge and
adapted to clamp the edge of the carpet and
stretch the same when pressed down toward
the floor by the knee or foot of the operator,
the object of the invention being to gener-
ally improve, simplify, cheapen, and increase
the utility of such devices, at the same time
reducing the liability of the instrument to
slip upon the floor or tear or injure the carpet.

With this object in view my invention con-
sists in the improved construction, arrange-
ment, and combination of parts hereinafter
fully described and afterward particularly
pointed out in the claims. | _

In order to enable others skilled in the art
to which my invention most nearly apper-
tains to make and use the same, 1 will now
proceed to describe its construction and op-
eration, having reference to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming part hereof, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a carpet-
stretcher constructed in accordance with my
invention, the clamping-jaw and stretching-
lever being illustrated in their closed posi-
tion. Fig. 2 is a similar view on a smaller
scale, the lever and clamping-jaw being illus-
trated as open or apart from each other in
position to receive the edge of the carpet.
Fig. 3 is a view in end elevation showing the
device in position clamping the edge of the
carpet and ready to be operated to stretch
the carpet, the position assumed by the vari-

ous parts during the operation of stretching |

being illustrated in dotted lines.

Like letters of reference indicate the same
parts in all the figures of the drawings.

Referring to the drawings by letters, A and
B indicate two inverted crescent-shaped bars
provided at each end with points, as A’ B/,
to engage the floor to hold the stretcher firmly
in position against slipping thereon.

C indicates a block or lever, preferably
made of hard wood, althoughit might be made
of other material, and pivoted upon a rod or
bolt D, which passes through it and the bars 55
A and B, the said bars being further sup-
ported and held in parallel position by means
of a rod or bolt K, provided with nuts or
flanges I inside of the bars A and B and the
usual nut outside of the bar B. (Notshown.) 6o
A coiled spring G is secured at its upper end
to the block or lever C near its upper end
and at its lower end to the rod E.

H indicates a clamp-block hinged at I to
the lower end of the block or lever C, a trans- 63
verse cross-bar J projecting from the face of
the clamp-block H into a correspondingly-
shaped recess K in the face of the block or
lever C.

In the operation of the invention carpet L. 70
is tacked at the opposite side (not shown)

' and the stretcher is placed upon the floor be-

1

neath the loose or unsecured end of the car-
pet near the wall, and with the parts in the
position shown in Fig. 2 the free edge of the 75
carpet is lapped over the top of the clamp-
block H, covering the transverse bar J. The
block or lever C and clamp-block H are then
brought together in the position shown Iin
Fig. 3, with the carpet clamped between the 8o
lever and clamp-block and pressed into the
recess K in the lever C by the transverse bar

J. Pressure is now applied upon the carpet

at the upper end of the clamp-block, causing
the lever C and clamp-block H to be moved 85
upon their pivotal rod D toward the wall,
thus exerting an immense force and stretch-
ing the carpet toits utmostlimit, if desired. A
tack or tacks willnow bedriven into the carpet

in the rear of the stretcher and the stretcher go
removed from under the carpet, leaving but

a very narrow end of the carpet to bestretched

by hand and secured at the edge.

The simplicity and effectiveness of a car-
pet-stretcher thus constructed will be readily 95
apparent, and it will be evident that the work
can be effectually and rapidly done without
any danger of tearing or injuring the surface
of the carpet.

While I have illustrated and described the oo
best means now known to me for carrying
out my invention, I do not wish to be under-
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stood as restricting myself to the exact de-
tails of construection shown, but hold that any
slight variation therefrom such as might sug-
gest itself to the ordinary mechanic would
clearly be comprehended in the limit and
scope of my invention.

Having thus fully desceribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, is—

1. In a carpet-stretcher, the combination
of the parallel, inverted, crescent-shaped bars
having pointed ends to engage the floor, the
lever or block pivoted thereto and the elamp-
block pivoted to the lower edge of the lever,

substantially as described.

2. In a carpet-stretcher, the combination
of the parallel, inverted, crescent-shaped bars

~having pointed ends to engage the floor, the
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lever or block pivoted thereto, the clamp-
block pivoted to the lower edge of the lever,
the lever and clamp-block being provided
with a coinciding recess and transverse bar
for clamping the carpet, substantially as de-
seribed.

3. In a carpet-strefcher, the combination |

of the parallel, inverted, crescent-shaped bars
having pointed ends to engage the floor, the

lever or block pivoted Llfereto, the clamp- |

| block pivoted to the lower edge of the lever,

the supportingand separating rod or bolt con-
necting the bars adjacent to the lever, and
the spring secured at one end to said rod or
bolt and at the other end to the upper por-
tion of the lever, substantially as described.

4. The herein-described carpet-stretcher,
comprising the parallel, inverted, crescent-
shaped bars having pointed ends to engage
the floor, the separating and supporting rod
connecting said bars near their forward end,
the stretching -lever pivotally secured Dbe-

tween said bars at a point above its lower

end and provided in its rearface with a trans-
verse recess, the clamp-block pivoted at its
lower end to the Iower end of the stretching-
lever and provided with a projecting trans-
verse bar adapted to engage in the recess of
the clamp-lever, and the spring connected at
1ts lower end to the supporting and separating
bolt, and at its upper end to the front face of
the stretching-lever near the top thereof, sub-
stantially as described.

EDWARD CIIARLES WALDEN.

Witnesses:
\Vl‘ﬂ.. i&- CROIJTJ:
A. M. CROLL.
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