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To all whom it may concermn:

Beit known that I, GEORGE I. FEIT, of Phil-
lipsburg, in the county of Warren and State
of New Jersey, have invented a new and Im-
proved Berry-Crate, of which the following is
a full, clear, and exact description.

My invention relates to an improvementin
berry-crates, and has for its object to improve
the ventilation above the berries and to pro-
tect them against scalding when exposed to
the sun and during shipment to market.

My invention comprises the novel features
hereinafter described and claimed.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in both views.

Kigure 1is a sectional side elevation, on the
line 11 in Fig. 2 and partly broken away, of
a berry-crate embodying my invention; and
Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional elevation of the

upper part of the berry-crate on the line 2 2 |

in Fig. 1.

The crate proper, A, may be eonstructed in
any suitable manner. The cover B is, how-
ever, provided with a series of cross-bars D,
which are preferably arranged so asto lieim-
mediately over the edges of the small berry
boxes or baskets F, which are placed within
the crate, and thus serve to hold the baskets
securelyin place, as is clearly indicated in Fig,
1. The cross-bars extend to the outer edge
of the cover or so as to lie upon the upper
side edges of the crate, thus forming ventilat-
ing-openings G, by which air is admitted to
the upper layer of baskets. Ashereinshown,
the ends of the cross-bars D are notched at d,
S0 that the central portion of the cross-bar is

deeper than the ends, and the upper edges of |

the baskets F are held a slight distance be-
low the upper level of the crate.
ing of the cross-bars D serves also to secure
thecover againstany side movement upon the
crate.

Upon the inner side of the cover B is placed
a layer C of some material which is a good
non-conductor of heat, as asbestos. It very
often happens in shipping berries that the
crates will stand exposed to the sun for sev-
eral hours. In such cases with the ordinary
crate the cover of the crate will become so

This noteh-

heated that the upper layer of berries in the

upper baskets will become overheated or-

"scalded, thus deteriorating the berries. With
a layer of insulating material, as shown, this
result will not oceur. The heat will be pre-
vented from passing through the cover and
seriously affecting the berries. 'This layer of
insulating material is preferably placed be-
neath the cross-bars D, although this is not
an essential feature. The wire E, which par-
tially closes the ventilating-opening G, is se-
cured in place by means of staples e or in
any other suitable manner. This form of
cover B for a berry-crate will result in the
berries reaching the market in better condi-
tion than when the ordinary crate is used
and the berries have been exposed to the di-
rect action of the sun. It is also superior to
the ordinary crate by reason of the ventilat-
ing-openings, which will prevent the berries
from scalding during shipment to market.

The purpose of the wire K, extending along
the space G, is to prevent the escape of small
berries, which would escape were the wire
not provided.

| Having thus deseribed my invention, I

Patent— |

| 1. A berry-crate having a cover provided
| with a non-conducting inner lining, eross-
bars engaging the upper edges of the crate
and forming ventilating-openings above the
berries, and a wire secured to the ends of the
| cross-bars and extending across said ventilat-
Ing-openings.

2. A crate, having a cover, a series of
cross-bars secured to the under face of the
cover and having notches in their ends to re-
ceive the upper edges of the crate, whereby
to hold the cover in place, the cross-bars serv-
ing to hold the cover raised above the crate
to permit ventilation between the cover and
| crate, and wires attached to the ends of the
cross-bars and running along the sides of the

cover, to prevent the escape of the material
| within the crate.

GEORGE I. FEIT.

Witnesses:
GEORGE B. AMBLER,
A. S. DEICHMAN.
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