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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known thatI, SAMUEL SMITH MARTIN,

a citizen of the United States, residing at New |

York, (Brooklyn,)in the county of Kings and
State of New York, haveinvented certain new
and useful Improvements in Caps or Covers
for Cans, of which the following is a specifi-
cation, such as will enable those skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same.

The object is to provide an improved de-
tachable cap or cover for cans and similar
vessels which is also adapted to serve as a
can-opener; and with this and other objects
in view the invention consists in the con-
struction, combination, and arrangement of
parts hereinafter described and claimed.

The invention is fully disclosed in the fol-
lowing specification, of which the accompa-
nying drawings form a part, in which the sep-
arate partsof myimprovement are designated
by the same numerals of reference in each of
the views, and in which—

Figure 1 is a plan view of my improved cap
or cover for cans; Fig. 2, a side view thereot;
Fig. 8, a transverse vertical section on the
line 3 3 of Fig. 1, and Fig. 4 a sectionatright
angles thereto on the line 4 4 of Fig. 1.

My improvement is particularly adapted
for use in connection with condensed-milk
cans, and my improved cap or cover is pro-
vided with a discharge-spout and also with
means for opening the ean, and in practice1
provide a cap or cover for cans which com-
prises an annular base 5, which 1s adapted to
inclogse the neck or end of the can, and said
base 5 is provided with an upwardly-directed
top portion 6, which is less in diameter than
the base 5 and connected therewith by an an-
nular flange or plate 7, below which is placed
a rubber packing-ring 8.

The top portion 6 is preferably convex in
form and the body thereof annular or cylin-
drical, as shown at 9, and said body portion
9 is provided at one side with a spout 10,
which is provided with a cover 11, having a
handle which is pivoted to the top 6 at 13,
and the cover 11 is kept closed by a spring
14, which is connected with the pivotal sup-
port 18 and which bears on the under side of
the handle and on the top 6, and by depress-

| ing the outer end of the handle the cover 11

of the spout 10 may be opened, as will be
readily understood, and said cover is auto-
matically closed when the pressure isremoved
from the outer end of the handle.

The base 5 is preferably corrugated, as
shown, for the purpose of giving strength
thereto and also to provide means whereby
the device may be securely grasped in the op-
eration thereof, as hereinafter described.

The annular or eylindrieal body portion 9
of the top 6 of my improved can-cover 18 pro-
vided with a depending cutting - blade 15,
which is secured to one side thereof, prefer-
ably opposite the spout 10, and which projects

| downwardly .almost to the bottom of the an-

nular base §, and this cutter-blade is prefer-
ably triangular in form, the point thereof be-
ing directed downwardly, and the operation
is substantially as follows:

As hereinbefore described, my improve-
ment is particularly designed for use in con-

nection with milk-cans and to cut out the

heads thereof, and in this operation the annu-
lar base 5 is passed downwardly over the end
of can, and by applying pressure to the cap
or cover and turning the same the cutter-plate
15 is forced downwardly through the head ot
the can and passes around the same, and said
head is cut out. The cap or cover may then
be removed and the cut-out head detached
therefrom, and said cap or cover may then be
placed upon the can and used for the purpose
of discharging the contents thereof through
the spout 10.

The annular base 5 is designed to closely
fit the end of the can, and said base may or
or may not be corrugated, as shown and de-
seribed.

This device is simple in construction and
operation and perfectly adapted to accom-
plish the result for which it is intended, and
it will be apparent that changes in and modi-
fications of the construction deseribed may be
made without departing from the spirit of my
invention or sacrificing to its advantages.

Having fully described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

A cap or cover for cans, comprising a cylin-

| drieal closed top portion and an annular base
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of greater diameter than the top portion, said | provided with a projecting handle, Substan-

top portion and base being connected by an an- | tially as shown and described.

nular flange or plate formed integrally there- Signed at Brooklyn, in the county of Kin oS

with, and “said cylindrical top portion being | and State of New York, this 20th day of Apu]
5 p10V1ded at one side thereof with a cutter- | A. D. 1897.

blade which is secured to the inner side there- | | |

of and projected downwardly within the an- SAML. SMITII MARTIN.

nular base, and said top portion being also Witnesses:

provided at one side thereof with a discharge- FrRANK L. MARTIN,
1o spout having a hinged spring-operated cover | J. W. KEAZE.
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