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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, OSCAR S. FITZSIMONS, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Wa-
terbury, county of New Haven, State of Con-
necticut, have invented a new and useful
Towel-Holder, of which the following is a
specification.

My invention has for its object to provide
a simple and inexpensive holder for ordinary
towels which will permit a towel to be con-
veniently and instantly attached or detached,
will hold either a light or heavy towel, which
may be readily put in place in any piece of
woodwork by any person and without the use
of any tools whatever, and which, further-
more, shall be so constructed as to enable it
to be manufactured by automatic machinery,
thereby reducing the cost of construetion to
the lowest extent possible, while at the same
time a neat and attractive article is produced
which may be sold at an almost nominal price
and will still pay a good margin of profit to
the manufacturer.

With these ends in view I have devised the
novel towel-holder which I will now describe,
referring by reference characters to the ac-
companying drawings, forming part of this
specification, in which—

Figure 1 is an elevation illustrating my
novel towel-holder in use; Fig. 2, a similar
view, the towel being removed, and Fig. 3, an
edge view corresponding with Fig. 2.

The essential elements of my novel towel-
holder are fourin number-—to wit, a body or
holder proper, which I have designated by A,
a screw-eye (designated by B) with which the
body is engaged, a chain or cord (designated
by C) which is also engaged with the screw-
eye, and a ball (designated by D) which is
secured at the other end of the chain.

It will of course be apparent that the spe-
cial details of construction are not of the es-
sence of my invention.

The body 18 made from a single blank of
wire which is bent at its center to form a loop
1, the sides of the loop being preferably par-
allel or approximately so. Above the loop
the two halves of the blank of wire are curved
outward and then recurved inward, forming
Above the

| central opening the sides of the blank of wire

are preferably brought together or approxi-
mately together and then curved outward and
recurved inward again and brought into con-
tact, at which point the ends may be secured

together, thereby forming an eye 3, the screw-

eye being of course placed in eye 3 before the
ends of the blank of wire are secured together.
The chain may be connected to the screw-eye
in any ordinary or preferred manner, as by a
ring 4, which engages a link of the chain and
also the screw-eye. I have illustrated an or-
dinary sheet-metal chain as used to connect
the ball to the screw-eye. Of course any
other style of chain or a cord may be used, if
preferred. 'T'he ball maybe made in anysuit-
able manner. I preferably, however, use a
ball blanked out and formed from sheet metal,
balls formed in this manner from sheet metal
being light but amply strong to meet the re-
quirements of use and so inexpensive as to
add but’ slightly to the cost of construction.
The ball may be attached to the chain in any
sultable manner, as by a ring 5, which is
passed through a link of the chain and is rig-
idly secured to the ball. E in Kig. 1 indi-

cates a towel.

The operation will be readily understood
from the drawings. The operator places a

single thickness of the towel near its edge over

the ball, then passes the ball with the thick-
ness of towel overit through the central open-
ing, and then passes thelowerend of the chain
and with 1t, of course, a portion of the loop
of towel which incloses the ball downward
into loop 1, as clearly shown in Fig. 1, the
chain and the loop of towel passing readily
into the loop with slight pressure, thereby se-
curing the towel firmly in the holder, it being
obvious that the only way in which the towel
can be removed is by raising the ball and
with it the loop of towel, so that the ball and
towel may be passed out through the central
opening. The chain i8 preferably only made

long enough to permit the ball to work freely.
Having thus described my invention, I
claim— |
1. A towel-holder comprising a body hav-
ing an enlarged central opening, below said
opening a loop and above said opening an
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eye, a screw-eye which is engaged by the eye | opening and being curved outward and then

on the body and a chain which also engages
the screw-eye and carries a ball, said ball
being adapted to engage the towel so that
5 when the ball with a loop of towel thereon is
passed through the opening and the chain
and loop of towel drawn into the loop in the
body the towel will be held firmly in place
and can only be removed by raising the ball

10 and passing it out through the central open-

ing.

E’. A towel-holder comprising a body made
from a blank of wire folded at ifs center to
form a loop the halves of the blank above

15 the loop being curved outward and then re-
curved inward to form an enlarged central |

recurved inward again to form an eye, a
screw-eye engaged by the eye on the body, a
chain also engaging the screw-eye and a ball
carried by the chain which is adapted to en-
cage a loop of towel, and secure the towel
in place when the ball is passed through the

“central opening and the chain and loop of

towel are drawn into the loop below the cen-
tral opening. |
In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.
OSCAR K. FITZSIMONNAS.

Witnesses:
FREDK. M. PEASLEY,

CHAS. (3. RooOT.
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