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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, FRIEDRICH GUSTAV

PABST, a subject of the German Emperor, and

a resident of Hamburg, in the German Em-
pire, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Shoe or Boot Stretchers, of
which the following is a specification.

The improved stretcher for foot-coverings
forming the object of the present invention,
and which is especially intended for use with
shoes, belongs to that type of boot-stretching
device in which a portion of a boot-last is ar-
ranged to fill out the toe part of the boot or
shoe, while the rear portion, in the form of a
lever mechanism, acts against the heel-cap
and produces the pressure.

In order that my invention may be clearly
understood and readily carried into effect, I
will proceed to describe the same more fully
with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which—-

Figure 1 is a top view or plan of the im-

proved shoe-stretcher. Fig. 2 is a sectional
side elevation of the said stretcher in its
working or active position when inserted into

a shoe or the like, and Fig. 3 is a similar |

view showing how the streteher may be folded
together When not in use.

Similar lettersrefer tosimilar parts through-
out the several views.

This lever mechanism is of pecuhar con-

struction and comprises a screw-rod b, held |

in a nut ¢, carried on the last ¢ and ada,pted
to turn around. Itf urther comprises a heel-
piece d, carrying a sliding rod e, adapted to
slide in a longltudmally slotted sleeve d’,
firmly secured to the said heel-piece.
rod e is at e® pivotally connected to the afore-
mentioned screw-rod 6. The rear portion of
the heel-piece d is shaped so as to fit the heel-
cap of the shoe.

The improved stretcher is used in the fol-
lowing manner: Having first adjusted the

| screw-rod b to the lenﬂ'th of the boot or shoe,

the boot-last @ is placed into the toe part of
such boot or shoe, and the heel portion d 1s
then moved from the dotted position, Fig.

into that against the heel-cap, having pre-
viously pulled out the sliding rod e in the
sleeve d’, so as to cause the lmk-;] oint ¢* to be
located neares‘u the upper end of the longitu-
dinal slot in the inclined or oblique face of

| the sleeve d'.

" The |

The rod ¢, by means of its han-
dle €', is then pushed inward or down, so that
the link-joint ¢* moves or slides down along
the inclined sliding surface of the sleeve d/,
thereby foreing the fore portion a forward
and so stretching the top leather of the boot
or shoe in use in order to give it the appear-
ance of being new and to maintain such ap-

| pearance.

The front last a is hollow and allows the

articulated adjusting-rods to be folded and

to be packed into the hollow space, as shown
in Fig. 3, for storing, transport, and the like.

This improved apparatus must not be mis-
taken for a similar contrivance employed to
widen the boot-leather.
stretching is usually performed by the boot-
maker and has for its only purpose to widen
boots or shoes which are found too narrow in
wear. 'Thestretcher according to thisinven-
tlon is intended to keep the boot or shoe in
its original shape, but without widening it,
and it should be used day by day each time
after wearing the boot or shoe.

- This improved stretcher is especially useful
when traveling, while then the boots or shoes
are most exposed and strained, and in such
case thestretchershould be applied, say,every
evening and taken out in the morning. This
can be done, of course, either by the wearer
or by his servant.

- The improved stretcher is thoroughly suit-
able for its purpose, and by its ease of fold-
ing up it is a very convenient adjunct to the
traveling-bag.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new therein, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. Afootwear-stretcher comprisingahollow
or shell-like fore part, a heel-piece, a screw-

threaded stretcher-rod, a nut journaled to the

fore partin which said rod works, and an actu-
ating-rod articulated to the rear end of the
stretcher-rod and having sliding motion on
the heel-piece, for the purpose set forth.

2. A foldable footwear-stretcher, compris-
ing a hollow or shell-like fore part, a heel-
piece, a screw-threaded stretcher-rod,; a nut
journaled in the fore part in which 111:113 said
rod works, an actuating-rod provided with a
handle, smd rod connected with the heel-

piece to slide vertically thereon and with the

Such widening or
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stretcher-rod to swing with the heel-piece and
with said stretcher-rod about the axis of rota-
tion of the aforesaid nut, for the purposes set
forth. |

3. A device for stretching or keeping in
shape boots or shoes, and comprising a fore |
part to which a lever mechanism is hinged,
characterized by a slide-rod ¢ forming connec-
tion between the heel-piece d and screw-rod b
and which slide-rod is capable of being slid
in an inclined guide-sleeve d’ secured to the
sald heel-piece and forms a hinge connection |

with the serew-rod; the arrahgement being

such that the fore part is pressed against the
upper-leather, by placing it together with the
heel-piece in position in the boot or shoe and
then forcing the slide-rod downward to the

bottom of the sleeve d’, substantially as speci-
fied.

FRIEDRICH GUSTAV PPADST.

Witnesses: | -
REINHARD OSTERMEYER,
WILHELM SAHN.

I3




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

