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Application fled June 80,1898, Serial No, 684,861, (No model)

1o all whom it may concern: |

- Be it known that I, ARTHUR WARD, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at East Jor-
dan, in the county of Charlevoix and State of
Michigan, have invented a new and useful
Hame-Fastener, of which the following is a

specification.

Thisinvention relates to means for connect-
ing the loose ends of hames, collars, and the
like, and is designed to provide a fastening
means of this character which will be flexible,
so as to conform readily to the outline of the
parts connected thereby, and which at the
same time will obviate the objectionable fea-
tures against rigid fastenings and devices of
this echaracter constructed of leather or like
material. |

The fastener in its entirety consists of ter-
minal hooks and short lengths of chain, one
of the chains having an operating-lever piv-
otally connected therewith and provided with
a catch for engaging with and securing the
free end of the lever after the elemental parts
comprising the fastener have been coupled.

For a full understanding of the merits and
advantages of the invention reference is to be
had to the accompanying drawings and the
following description.

The improvement is susceptible of various
changes in the form, proportion, and the
minor details of construction without de-
parting from the principle or sacrificing any

- of the advantages thereof, and to a full dis-
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closure of the invention an adaptation there-
of Is shown in the accompanying drawings,
in which—

Kigure 1 is a perspective view showing the
relation of the parts when coupled. Fig. 2is
an elevation, the full lines showing the oper-
ating-lever engaging with the terminal link
of one member of the fastening and the dotted
lines showing the position of said lever when
secured. Fig. 3 is a detail view showing the
manner of releasing the operating-lever by
dotted lines. Fig. 4 is a detail view in per-

‘spective of the terminal hook having the du-

plex hooked catch-plate.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to in the following description and indicated
in all the views of the drawings by the same
reference characters.

members 1 and 2, consisting of a series of
links and terminal hooks 3, the latter being
adapted to engage with the links or loops at
the extremitiesof the hames 4 tobe connected.
The links consist of blocks and bars alter-
nately disposed, the blocks being of a length
30 a8 to admit of the terminals of the bars
coming as close together as possible without
interference.

The operating-lever 5, curving slightly
throughout itslength, is provided at one end
with a bent portion 6, forming an arm which
has pivotal connection with a terminal link
of the flexible member 2. The opposite end
of the operating-lever is split longitudinally,
forming spring-arms 7, which have their end
portions expanded, forming finger-grips 8.

These spring-arms 7 are adapted to be pressed

together, so as to enable them to clear the
hooked catches 9 of the plate 10, formed with
or applied to the terminal hook 3 of the flexi-
ble member carrying the operating-lever 5.
The long arm of the operating-lever curves
ouftwardly between its ends and conforms to
the curvature of the collar, as will be readily
understood.

The plate 10 may be formed with or applied
to the terminal hook 3 of the member 2, and
1ts outer end is notched, forming projecting
parts which are undercut, and provide the
hooked parts or cateches 9,which engage with
the spring-arm 7 of the operating-lever and
hold the latter in such a position as to pre-
vent the uncoupling of themembers after the
parts to which they are attached have been
secured. |

The terminal hooks 3 are adapted to en-
gage with the eyes or links at the ends of the
hames or parts to be connected, and these
parts are drawn together by passing the op-
erating - lever through the terminal link of
the member 1, as indicated in Fig. 2, after
which the end of the operating-lever ismoved
upward or toward the catch-plate 10, whereby
the hamesare drawn together. The cleft por-
tion of the operating-lever is pressed between
the hooked catches 9 and are engaged there-
by and held in place. The terminals of the
spring-arms project beyond the catch-plate
10, thereby enabling the parts 8 to be gripped
between the thumb and finger of a hand, so

The fastening comprises similarly-formed | as to be pressed together to enable them to
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clear the hooked catches 9 when it is required

to release or uncouple the members 1 and 2

and the parts connected thereby.

Having thus described the invention,what
is claimed as new, and desired to be secured
by Letters Patent, 1s— | |

1. In a hame-fastener, the combination of
corresponding members, an operating-lever
having an end portion bent about at right
angles and pivotally connected with one of

the members, and adapted to engage at the

elbow with the other member when drawing

- the parts together, and having its opposite
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end portion separated longitudinally forming
spring-arms and terminating in finger-grips,

and a pair of oppositely-disposed catches ap-

plied to the opposite end of the member hav-

ing the operating-lever pivoted thereto and
adapted to engage with the spring-arms of
the operating-lever, substantially as and for
the purpose specified. |

2. The herein-described fastener, compris- |

ing corresponding flexible members each coni-
posed of links and a hook at the outer ends
of said members, a plate applied to one of
the hooks and notched and undercut forming
a pair of oppositely-disposed hooked catches,
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and an operating-lever having an end por-

tion bent about at right angles and pivotally
connected with the terminal link of the mem-

ber provided with the catch-plate and having

its opposite end portion longitudinally slotted
forming spring-arms to engage with the pair of
hooked catches, and having the extremities

of the spring-arms expanded forming finger-

orips, substantially as shown for the purpose
set forth. - |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own 1 have hereto atfixed my signaturein
the presence of two witnesses.

ARTHUR WARD.

Witnesses:
C. H. MADDAUGH,
I'rRED E. DOOSINGER.
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