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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, AM0os MCKANNA, a citi-
zen of the United States residing at Emporla,
in the county of Lyon and State of Kansas,
have invented a new and useful Train-Order
Holder and Signal, of which the following is
a speelﬁeatlon

Thisinvention relates to train-order holders
and signals, its object being to provide a
simple and efficient holder to whlch the train
orders will be attached and may be taken by
the engineer or the conductor while the train
is moving at great speed, and also to provide
a signal and support to which the holder will

be detachably connected and held in such |

manner that the engineer or conductor can
take the holder on hlS arm In passing, the
signal serving to notify him that an order
awaits him.

With these objects in view the invention
consists of the several details of construction
and combinations of parts, as will be herein-
afterfully described,and particularly pointed
out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

view of a locomotive-engine, showing the en-

gineer taking the train-order holder f1 om the
swnalmw-suppmt Fig. 2 is a perspective
view of the train-order holder detached. Fig.
9 18 a perspective view of the mgnahnﬂ'-sup-
port for the holder.

Similarreference-numerals mdlcate similar
parts in the several figures.

1 indicates a ring, which will preferably be
about fifteen mehes in diameter, although it
may be more or less, if desired, the object be-
ing to have a ring throuﬂ'h Whlch the arm of
the en gineer or conductor may be readily in-
serted. The ring will be formed from steel
or other smtable wire of about one-eighth of
an inch in diameter.

2 represents the train-order clasp, formed
from a strip of sheet metal folded upon itself,
with one plysomewhat longer than the other.
The free end of the longer ply 1s formed into
a roll-spring 3, and the free end of the shorter

ply is curved as indicated at 4, and adapted -

to be d@tach&bly held in its closed position
by the roll-spring, as shown in Fig. 2.

5 indicates the train-order, which will be
securely held between tho two plies of the

clasp. Theroll-spring 3serves alsoas asleeve
through which the ring extends, and thering
and cla%p form what T term the ¢ train-order

holder. ”

What I term the ““signaling-support’ com-
prises a rod or staft 6, to one end of which a
hollow casting 7, which will pretferably be in
the form of a cross, is secured. The casting
forms a reservoir for oll, gasolene, or other
combustible fuel, and will be provided with
a filling-aper fure in the usual manner. One
of the lateral arms 8 of the casting will be
provided with a burner 9, of any approved
construction, and this burner will be pro-
vided with a serew -cap 10 to prevent leakage
when the burner is not being used. On the
arm 3 a reflector 11 is supported just in rear
of the burner and will serve to reflect the
light from the burner. Spring-clips 12 are
secured to the staif and reservoir in any ap-
proved manner and serve to detachably hold
the ring 1.

The telegraph-operator or other employee
upon receiving an order for a train will se-
cure it in the clasp on the ring, and if it be
for the engineer or conductor of a slowly-

‘moving train the ring may be held in position

by the operator or other employee, so that the
engineer or conductor in passing can readily
msert his arm throughthe ring, and thus take
1t from the operatm The engineer or con-
ductor, as the case may be, will then detach

| the train-order from the clasp and throw the

‘ing the support.
:‘;fneer or conductor will be able to see the sup-

ring out, so that the operator or other em-
ployee can again obtain possession of the
ring and clasp, and this will be an indication
that the engineer has received the order.
Should, however, the order be for a rapidly-
moving train, the signaling-support will be
used and the ring held by the spring-clips 12,
and the operator will grasp the staff and hold
it in such position that the engineer or con-
ductor can take the ring on his arm in pass-
ing, the clips 12 being so formed that the ring
can be very easily detached without any dan-
ger to either the engineer or the person hold-
In the daytime the engi-

portand train-order holder without difficulty;
but in the night-time the burner 9 will be
ignited and will thus serve as a signal to the
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engineer or conductor that the order awaits
him and will also give sufficient light to en-
able the engineer or conductor to see the po-
sition of the ring, so that he can readily take
1t with his arm.

From the foregoing description 1t will be
seen that I have provided an exceedingly sim-
ple and efficient device for delivering train-
orders to engineers or conductors on moving
trains without necessitating the stoppage of
the train and that no complicated mechan-
ism is necessaryto be attached to the engine
or other part of the train and to a fixed sup-
port.

It will be understood that changes in the
form, proportion, and the minor details of
construction may be resorted to without de-
parting from the spirit or sacrificing any of
the advantages of this invention.

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim is—

1. A device of the class described compris-
ing a ring of sufficient diameter for the easy
passage of an arm therethrou ohand provided
with means for receiving and holdinga train-
order, and a staff designed to be carried by a
person and detachably supportiug the ring,
whereby the same may be readily secured by
an engineer or a conductor while the train is

in m{)twn substantially as described.

2. A holder for train- orders, adapted to be
taken by the engineer or conductor of a mov-
ing train, eomprising a ring of sufficient di-
ameter for the easy passage of an arm there-
through, and a clasp formed from a strip of
metal folded upon itself, the free end of one
ply being formed into a roll-spring with which
the free end of the other ply isadapted to be
engaged to clamp the train-order between the
plies, said roll-spring also forming a sleeve
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through which the ring passes, substantially
as descubed

3. The combination with a staff provided
with spring-clips, of a train-order holder com-
prising a ring adapted to be detachably sup-
ported by the clips, and a clasp earr ied by the
ring and in which the order is secured, sub-
stantla,lly as described.

4. The combination with a staff carrying a
burner at one end and having spring-clips, of
a train-order holder comprising a ring adapt-
ed to be detachably supported by the clips,
and aclaspcarried by theringand in which the
order is secured, Substantm,lly as described.

5. The combination with a staff carrying a
burner at one end, and a reflector in the rear
of the burner, of spring-clips also carried by
the staff, and a train-order holder comprising
a ring adapted to be detachably supported by
the clips, and a clasp carried by the ring and
in which the order is secured, substantially
as described.

6. The combination with a staff, and a hol-
low casting secured to one end of the stail,
said casting forming a reservoir for a com-
bustible fluid,of a burner secured in sald cast-
ing, a reflector carried by the castingin rear
of the burner, spring-clips also carried by the
staff, and a train-order holder comprising :
ring adapted to be detachably supported by
the clips, and a clasp carried by the ring and
in which the order is scecured, substantially
as described.

In testimony that I claim the foreﬂomg as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in

the presence of two witnesses.
AMOS McKANNA.

Witnesses:
J. B. MooN,
JEMS TUDY.
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