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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

GILBERT L. JOHNSTONE, OF NEW YORK, N. Y., AND CHARLES LEDERER,
~ OF MONTCLAIR, NEW JERSEY.

KNOCKDOWN OR COLLAPSIBLE BOX.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 61 9,75%, dated February 21, 1899,
Application filed July 29,1897, Serial No, 646,287, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, GILBERT L. JOHN-
STONE, residing at New York, (Brooklyn,) in
the county of Kings and State of New York,
and CHARLES LEDERER, residing at Mont-
clair, in the county of Essex and State of New
Jersey, citizens of the United States, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Knockdown or Collapsible Boxes; and we
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which 1t appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to knockdown or col-
lapsible boxes, and particularly to that class
thereof designed to contain light articles of
merchandise and to afford a neat and conven-
lent vehicle for retaining or carrying the
same; and the objects of the invention are to
provide a neat and attractive device of this
character which will be cheap to manufac-
ture, easily and quickly made up or put to-
gethér, and wherein the parts will not become
disengaged in use; and with these and other
objects in view the invention consists in the
construction and arrangement of parts here-
Inafter more fully described in the specifica-
tion and illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a box em- |

bodying our improvements, the same being
in an open position. Fig. 2 is an end eleva-
tion of the same closed. Fig. 3 is a vertical
transverse section of the closed box, and Fig.

4 18 a plan view of the blank from which our

improved box is formed.

Similar characters of reference designate
like parts throughout the several views.

In the accompanying drawings we have
illustrated our improvements applied to a box
having a ridged or wedge-shaped top or cover
intended to represent a house, the top of the
box forming the roof of the house; but it will
be understood that we do not confine our-
selves to this form or configuration, as it is
only employed as an exemplification of ourin-
vention, and the same may be varied in prac-
tice, if desired.

Referring to the drawings, the reference
character 1 designates a box or other article

|

erably formed from a blank or a single sheet
of suitable material, such as cardboard,which
18 cut, seored, and folded in a predetermined
manner, so that a rectangular bottom or flap 2
will be formed having an extension along its
free edge, and the ends of the extension pro-
ject beyond the ends of the bottom 2, forming
segmental tucks or ears 4, which afford means
for retaining the bottom or flap 2 in position
shown in full linesin Fig. 3 and in dotted lines
in KFig. 2, and the bottom is connected along
one edge to and forms part of the front 5, to
the upper and opposite edge of which is con-
nected or forming a part is the front portion 6
of the roof-top or top of the box, and this por-

tion 6 has extensions or flanges 8, 9, and 10

projecting from the free edges thereof pro-
vided with longitudinal slots 8*, 93, and 102,
respectively.

Connected to each end of the front 5 and
forming a part thereof are the ends 11 and
12, having pointed upper portions 13 and 14,
respectively, each provided with tucksor ears
15 and 16, and connected to the lower portion
of the ends 11 and 12 are substantially rec-
tangular extensions 17 and 18, (shown in sec-
tion in Fig. 3,) and connected to one edge of
the end 12 is the back 19, having an end ex-
tension 20, adapted to fold within the end 11
and be glued or otherwise secured upon the

inner side and along the free edge thereof, as

clearly shown in dotted lines in Fig. 1, and
from the upper edge of the back 19 extends
the back portion 21 of the roof-top, having
extensions 22, 23, and 24, in the first and last
of which are formed longitudinal slots 22
and 24*, respectively, and the extension 23 is
provided with segmental tucks or ears 234, as
clearly shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings.

The blank constructed as above described
1s folded as shown in Fig. 1, whereupon the
portion 6 isfolded upon the pointed portions
of the ends 11 and 12, and the tucks or ears
15 and 16 enter the slots 10* and 82, respec-
tively. Then the extension 9 is folded down-
wardly and the portion 21 is folded upon the
pointed portions of the ends 11 and 12 and
secured in the manner before desceribed. The
tucks 15* and 16* enter the slots 22* and 242,
respectively, and, lastly, the extension 23 is

of any preferred form or configuration, pref- | folded downwardly against the extension 9
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and the segmental tucks or ears 23" engage
the slots 9* of the portion 6 and the cover is
closed. Forconvenienceboxes maybeshipped
folded in rectangular form.

From the foregoing description the con-
struction and operation of this device willbe
readily understood when taken in connection
with the accompanying drawings.

We do not desiretoconfine ourselves to the
exact construction and arrangement of parts
herein shown and described, and we there-
fore reserve the right to makeall such altera-
tions thereof as come within the scope ot our
invention.

ITaving fully deseribed our invention, what
we claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent, 1sS—

1. A knockdown or collapsible receptacle
consisting of a rectangular front portion hav-
ing connected to, the lower edge thereof, a
rectangular bottom portion carrying the ex-
tension the ends of which form tucks or ears,
a front top portion formed on the opposite
edge of said front portion and provided along
the free edges thereof with extensions on
which are formed slots, a rectangular back
portion provided with a rear top portion hav-
ing formed along the side edges thereof lat-

eral extensions, in which are formed slots, and
along the top thereof, an extension provided

" 619,757

with tucks or ears, end poriions connected
with side portions and having tapering upper
portions carrying tucks or ears, and lower
bottom extensions all adapted when folded
to form a receptacle.

2. A knockdown or collapsible receptacle
consisting of a front portion 5, with which 1s

connected a bottom portion 2, carrying an ex-

tension, the ends of whichform ears or tucks
4, the front top or roof portion 6, provided
with extensions 8, 9 and 10, in which are

formed slots 8*, 9 and 10" respectively, end

portions 11 and 12 having tapering upper por-
tions 13 and 14, carrying tucks or ears 16 and
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16 said ends having lower extensions 17 and 45

18, and a back 19, provided with an exten-
sion 20, to be attached to the end 11, and hav-

ing a rear roof portion 21, carrying exten-

sions 22, 23 and 24, the first two extensions

having slots and the last extension having
tucks or ears, sald portions adapted to be
folded and removably connected together in
the manner described and illustrated.

In testimony whereof we affix our signa-

tures in presence of two witnesses.
GILBERT L. JOIINSTON K.

CHARLES LEDERER.
YWitnesses:
D. C. KELSEY,
JAMES R. ROGERS.
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