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To all whom tt may concer:
Be it known that I, CHARLES J. ANGUS, a
citizen of the United Stetes, residing at thtle

-Falls, in the county of Herkimer and State of

New York, have invented a certain new and
useful Improvement in Mattresses for Inva-
lids, of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to mattresses for in-
valids; and it consists in certain new and
useful features, with the view of furthering
the comfort of the patient when using a bed-
pan and to fdelhtate eertam surmeal opera-
tions, &e.

Referrlnﬂ' to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1lisa plan view of a mattress prowded
with my improvements. Fig. 2 1s a partly-
sectional and partly-elevated side view of the
invention. Fig. 3 is a similar view showing
the bed-pan seated in the opening of the mat-
tress. Fig, 4 is an enlarged detail view of
one of the shirred refaining-flanges in the
opening.

Similar letters refer to correspendm parts
throughout the several views.

A represents a mattress having a hole or
aperture B extending vertically through 1t
and preferably situated at one side thereof.
Removably seated in said aperture is a cy-
lindrical plug C, made of the same material
as that of the mattress. This plug is adapt-
ed to occupy the entire space in the aper-

“ture when the bed-pan is not used, and thus
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permit the use of the matiress for ordinary
purposes and eliminate the inconvenience
suchaperturein the mattress otherwise would

- Callse.
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In order to retain the plun' in the aperture
and prevent the formation of objectionable
ridges around the plug when the patient rests
on the same, the aperture is provided at its
upper and lower ends with an inwardly-ex-
tending flange B’, each of which is shirred at

its inner edge and provided with an elastic

cord B? so as to permit of its being expanded
when the plug is removed or introduced into
the aperture.

The plug is provided at each end with a re-
duced portion C’, which is adapted to receive

the flanges a,bove referred to, thus rendering

the smfaees adjacent to the plug perfeetlv

| a strap or handle C?, by which the plug is re-

moved from the aperture.

D represents a bed-pan or vessel, ¢ylin-
drical in shape and provided at its upper edge 535
with an outwardly-extending annular flange
D', adapted to support the vessel when the
same is seated in the aperture. This vessel
is provided at its bottom with an opening D=,
which communicates with a downwardly-pro- 6o
jecting nipple D3, formed integral with the
vessel. Engaging the said nipple is a rubber
tube, adapted to conduct the discharges ot
the patient from the bed-pan toanotherlarger
vessel placed ab the side or under the bed.

- In using the bed-pan the plug is removed
by smlp]y pulling it out of the aperture by
the strap or handle and the bed-pan placed
in its stead in the aperture, pressing it down
therein so as to bring the annular flange ot 7o
the vessel in contact and flush with the sur-
faces surrounding the aperture. In this po-
sition the bed-pan will afford no obstructions
and will permit the patient to use same with-
out beingraised or otherwise assisted as would 75
be required when using a bed-pan on a mat-
tress of ordinary construction. The bed-pan

is removed by a reverse operation from that
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| described in placing it and may be aceom-

plished without disturbing the patient to any o
appreciable extent.

By having the vessel situated at one side of
the mettress operations upon the patient are
oreatly facilitated. The patient is brought
close to the attending physician and will not 85
necessitate him bending over the bed,as would
be required if the aperture and vessel were
located in the center of the mattress.

Jam aware that many changes may be made
in the construction of my improved mattress go
without departing from the spirit and scope
of my invention, and for that reason I do not
desire to limit myself to the particular con-
struction herein shown.

Having thus described my invention, what 95
I claim as new, :emd desire to secure by Letters

Patent, 1s—
1. In a mattress for mvehds the combina«

tion with an aperture extendlnﬂ' vertically
| through said mattress and swuated at one 1860

side thereof said aperture being provided at

smooth. The plug is further pwwded with | one of its ends with an 1nward1y extending
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flange said flanges being shirred and provided
af their inner edges with an endless rubber
cord, a cylindrical plug removably seated in
said aperture, said plug being provided at

each end with a reduced portion, a strap or

handle secured to one end of the plug, sub-
stantially as described and for the purpose

set forth. B

2. A mattress for invalids; provided with
an aperture which extends vertically through
it, the upper end of the aperture being pro-
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vided with an Inwardly-extending flange .

which is shirred, and provided at its inner
edge with an endless rubber cord, combined
with a pan which is provided with a flange at
its upper end and an opening through its
lower one, and a tube connected with the
opening, substantially as specified.
| CHARLES J. ANGUS.
Witnesses: |

G. F. GIRVAN,
C. J. LUNDSTROM.
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