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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, CHARLES SEBASTIAN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at the
city of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, have

s invented a certain new and useful Improve-
ment in Target-Traps, of which the following
is a full, clear, and exact description, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming part of this specification.

ro My invention relates to traps for throwing
flying targets, and the invention has particu-
lar reference to the target-holding jaws.

My invention consists in features of nov-

- elty hereinafter fully described, and pointed

15 out in the claims.

- FKigure I is a side elevation of a trap con-
structed in accordance with my invention.
Fig. II is a perspective view of the target-
holding jawsremoved from the throwing-arm.
20 Kig. 1II is a view of the target-holding jaws,

- looking at the under side thereof. Fig.1V is
a longitudinal sectional view taken on the
line IV 1V, Fig. 1L

1 designates the base, and 2 the frame of the

25 trap, pivotally mounted on said base. The
base is formed with a notched rim that is
adapted to be engaged by a spring-controlled
rod 3, mounted in the frame 2, and which
holds the frame in a fixed position on the base.

30 418 the target-throwingarm, pivotally mount-
ed on the frame 2 and having an actuating-
spring 5, forming a connection between the
frame and the inner end of said throwing-
arm. When the arm 4 is set for throwing a

35 target, it 1s designed to engage a trigger 6,
controlled byaspring7. Nomnoveltyis herein
claimed for these parts per se, and they may
be modified or changed at will without affeci-

ing my invention, which T will proceed to de-

Scllbe
8 designates a plate that is attached to the

th1owmfr-mm by a sleeve 9, fitted to the arm
and held thereon by a Set-screw 10.
- 11 11* designate the target-holding jaws,
45 which are connected by a pivot-pin 12, com-
mon to both jaws, which arrangement per-
mits of the jaws swiveling on their pivot in
unison with each other. Above the jaw 111is
a keeper 13, one end of which 1s connected to

50 the pivot-pin 12, while the opposite end 1s at- |

such spring.

| tached to the free end of said jaw by a pin

14. The jaw 11* carries a knob or button 1o.

The target is intended to be inserted between

the jaw 11 and keeper 13 and to rest against
the knob or button 15. The jawsare limited 55
in movement with respect to each other by a
stud 16, carried by the jaw 11 and seated in
anopening 17 in the opposing jaw 11*,whereby
a limited amount of movement is permitted
withoutthe jawsswingingtoofarapart. This 6o
stud also limits the approach of the jaws to-
ward each other. The jaws are connected by
a spring 18, supplied with a set-bolt and nut
19. This spring serves to hold the jaws in-

wardly toward each other to clamp the target 05
in the jaws.

20 designates a spring that is deswned to
return the jaws into line with the throwmﬂ'-
arm and to ease the movement of the jaws as
they swing out of line in the swinging of the 7o
arm to discharge the target. This spring 20
is connected at one end to a tongue 21 on the
plate 8, and at the other end is atta,ched to a
stud 22 on the jaw 11*, The plate 8 is pro-
vided with flanges 8* at its edges, between 75
which the spring 20 is pro’rected.- These
flanges also present a smooth handhold to be

‘erasped by the operator in setting the arm 4.

In target-throwing fraps it is necessary that
the target-holding jaws be so attached to the 8o
thwwmn'-a;rm as to be capable of swinging
laterally as the arm swings under the actmn
of its impelling-spring. Othermse the jaws
would not be in a position that would allow of
the easy discharge of the target, and the jar 35
occasioned at the end of the throw of the arm
would cause the target (which is fragile) to
be broken. The spring 20 permits the jaws
to swing laterally in the manner mentioned
and eases them in their movement, and, be- go
sides, serves to return them to thelr normal
position ready for the setting of the trap,
thereby obviating the necessity of turning the
jaws back into line with the throwing-arm,
as is required to be done in the absence of 95
The positions into which the
jaws move are shown in full lines and dotted
lines, Fig. I11.

I claim as my invention—

1. In a target-trap, the combination with a 100
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throwing-arm and operating mechanism, of a | to said plate, and a spring located between

plate removably attached to said arm, a pair
of target-receiving jaws pivoted to said plate,
and a spring connected to said plate and to
one of said Jaws; substantially as deseribed.

2. In a target-trap, the combination with a
throwing-arm and operating mechanism, of a
plate removably attached to said arm, a pair
of target-receiving jaws pivoted tosaid plate,
a spring connecting said jaws, and a spring
connected to said plate and to one of said
jaws; substantially as described.

3. Ina target-trap, the combination, with a
throwing-arm and operating mechanism, of a
plate attached to salid arm and provided with
flanges, a pair of target-receiving jaws pivoted

said flanges and connected to said plate and
toone of said jaws, substantially asdeseribed.

4. In a target-trap, the combination with a
throwing-arm and operating mechanism, of a
plate carried by said arm, a pair of target-
receiving jaws pivoted to said plate, a stud
carried by one of said jawsarranged toengage
the other jaw, a spring connecting said jaws,
and a spring connected to said plate and to
one of said jaws, substantially as described.

CHARLES SEBASTIAN.

In presence of—
K. 5. KNIGHT,
N. V. ALEXANDER.
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