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To all whom it may concern: -

- Be it known that I, IIENRY VAN I[OEVEN-

BERGH, a citizen of the United States, resid-

ing in the city, county, and State of New

5 York, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements in Electric Branding Devices,

of which the following 1s a spemﬁeatlon

This invention 161&16.: to electric br anding
dcvmes

The object of the invention Is to permit the
burning into or upon the surface or through
the Substance of a fabric a group of charac-
ters, which may be varied aeeording to the
ultimate design which is desired.

The invention is especially designed to per-
mitthe recording of aseriesof numbers upon a
check, draft, orotherobligation to pay money,
so that the amount for which the paper is
drawn will be rendered unalterable.

In another application for Letters Patent
filed by me and Birney Fellowes contempo-
raneously herewith we have described an ap-
paratus having similar objects in view, in
which an or ﬂ'amz&tlou is described compris-
25 INg a series of disks mdependently adjust-

able The present invention is designed to
simplify the apparatus by permitting the ob-

~ jeetto be obtained by a single disk.
In carrying out my invention I provide a

30 pivoted frame carrying a rotatable disk, upon
the periphery of which are arranged & series
of characters formed of a thin strip of metal,
one end of which is embedded in the disk
‘and the other end of which projects there-

35 from, and provide means by which the ap-
paratus will be shifted laterally after each
character is burned or imprinted, so that a
succession of characters may be recorded mde
by side upon the fabrie.

40 The several features of novelty of the in-
vention will be more particularly hereinafter
described and will be definitely indicated in
the claims appended to this specification.

In the accompanying drawings, which illus-

45 trate the invention, Figure 1is a perspective
view of an apparatus embodying my improve-
ments. Fig. 2 isa transverse sectional view,
partially in elevation.
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tion looking to the left of Ifig. 2. I'ig. 418
5o a top plan view. Fig. 5is a partial sectional |

Hig. 31is a side eleva-

view on the plane indicated by the line 5 5,

Fig. 4; and Fig. 6 is a detail view of the disk

upon whleh the bmndmﬂ characters are

mounted.

1 represents a base-plate provided with a
slot at 2, by which the line of branding may
be accurately determined. The base-plate
is provided with vertical uprightsorlugs 3 3%,
in which is journaled a curved arm eL pro-
vided with a projection Snearits pivotal point
coOperating with a leaf-spring 6, mounted on
the base-plate, by which the arm 4 is nor-
mally maintained in a raised position, so as to
carry the branding-disk 7 above the plane of
the base-plate. The arm 4 is provided with
a shoulder 8§ and a projecting pin 9, upon
which is journaled a handle 10, carrying the
disk 7. A set-screw mounted at the outer
end of the handle or any other suitable de-
vice may be provided Dy which the parts are
kept in working relation. Upon the periph-
ery of the disk 7 is mounted a series of brand-
ing characters 11, embedded in the periphery
of the disk. The dlSk is preferably madeof an
insulating fireproof composition, such as arti-
ficial stone which may be molded tothedesired
shape and in which the branding characters1l
may be fixed during the 1’1[101(111:1'D operation.
Each branding chal acter 1s fmmed of a thin
strip of German silver bent to the shape re-
quired to form the character and provided at
its terminals with current-leading conductors
12 13. One of these conductors, as 12, ter-
minates on the inner face of the disk 7 in a
stud or pin 14, (see Fig. 6,) the several studs
14 eonespondmw to Lhe several characters
being arranged concentrically with the axis
of the disk and cobperating with a contact-

spring 15, mounted on the shoulder &, and

msulated therefrom and electrically con-
nected with a binding-post 16, by which con-
nection may be made with an electric circuit,
The conductors 13, leading to the other ex-
tremity of the several branding characters,
are connected with a metallicring 17, moun}-
ed in the face of the disk, against which
bears a conducting-pin pr'essed inwardly by
a spring 18, mounted upon the arm 4 and
electrically connected with an insulated con-
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secured to binding-post 19. When the han-
dle 1s depressed, contact is made at 24 25.
Current will then flow through the character
whose stud engages the spring 15.

The base-plate is provided with a series of
rollers 20 20* 20°, mounted in uprights on its
upper face, the rollers projecting slightly be-
low the bottom of the base-plate. One of the
rollers, as 20°, which is mounted centrally
with respect to the sides of the base-plate and
the rollers 20 20* is provided with a milled
edge, so as 1o permit it to firmly engage the
surtace of the fabriec and carries upon its
shatt or axis a ratchet-wheel 21, codperating
with a spring-pressed pawl 22, so arranged
that when the handle 10 has been depressed
the pawl will engage a new tooth of the
ratchet - wheel 21 and when the handle is
lifted away by reaction of spring 6 the paw!
will shift the ratchet-wheel 21 cirecumferen-
tially and roll the apparatus laterally a dis-
tance sufficient to present to the branding-
disk when again depressed a elean branding-
surtace. Thus when the disk is repeatedly
depressed a series of characters will be brand-
ed side by side upon the fabric.

Upon the front face of the disk 7 is printed,
embossed, or otherwise indicated a series of
characters, as shown in Fig. 3, correspond-
ing to the branding characters mounted upon
the periphery of the disk, but placed on the
opposite side of the axis, and an indicator 23
1s placed in such position that when any
character is brought in line with it, looking
at the face of the disk, that character will be
in branding position—that is to say, facing
the surface upon which the base-plate 1 rests.
Upon the side of the base-plate opposite the
handle 10 is mounted a thumb-piece 26, by
which the apparatus may be steadied during
its manipulation.

The operation of the apparatus will now be
understood. The instrument is placed upon

- the surface to be branded and the thumb-

piece 26 grasped by one hand, while the han-
dle 10 is turned until the character desired—
say the dollar-mark—is brought in line with
the indicator 23. The branding character
corresponding to the dollar-mark is then in
line to engage the surface of the fabrie when
the handle 10 is depressed. The handle 10

18 then depressed, thereby closing the circuit.
The resistance offered by the thin sheet metal
forming the character brings it under action
of the current to a branding temperature, |

619,519

which may be regulated, as desired, to pro-
duce a scorching heat or a heat which will
burn through the substance of the fabric.
1he handle is then permitted to rise under
the pressure of spring ¢ and the ecircuit is
broken. Simultaneously the pawl shifts the
roller 20°, pushing the apparatus laterally a
distance sufficient to bring it in position to
brand another character. The handle 10 is
then turned to bring the next desired char-
acter in line with the indicator, when it may
be branded. The operation may be repeated
as often as desired until the required series of
characters have been burned into the fabric.

It will of course be understood that the ap-
paratus 1s not limited to branding a series of
letters or numbers, but may be emploved with
a series of characters having any desired con-
figuration, and may be employed for stencil-
Ing, canceling, pinking, or other uses wherein
a design is required to be recorded upon the
surface of a combustible or fusible material
or fabric.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. An electric branding device provided
with a rotatable disk carrying a series of cir-
cularly-arranged branding characters, a sup-
porting-frame, means for holding the charac-
ters normally out of engagement with the
surface upon which the frame rests, a guide-
roller mounted on the frame and bearing
upon the contact-surface, and meansfor turn-
ing the roller axially so as to shift the appa-
ratus when the handle is operated, whereby
a repeated operation of the handle will burn
upon the fabric a series of characters side by
side.

2. An electric branding device provided
with a rotatable disk carrying a series of
branding characters, said disk being mounted
upon a spring-controlled pivoted arm, a pawl
attached to the arm, and a guide-roller con-
trolled by said pawl, said roller projecting
slightly below the bottom of the base of the
device, whereby the device is shifted after
each act of branding.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-
seribed my name this 26th day of July, A. D.
1894.

HENRY VAN HHOEVENBERGII.

Witnesses:

. . WHITE,
II. A. FISHER.
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