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io all whom it may concern:
Be it knownthatl, JAMES WHITTENHAM, of

the city of New York, borough of Manhattan,

in the county of New York and State of New
York, haveinvented a new and Improved Pol-
ishing Device, of which the followingis a full,
clear, and exact deseription.

This invention relates particularly to de-
vices for polishing or cleaning knives; and the
object is to provide a device of this character

which shall be simple in construction, com- |

parativelyinexpensive,and by meansof which
knife-blades may be quickly polished both on
the sides and back, and, further, to so con-
struct the device that its polishing-surfaces
may be brought to bear evenly upon the sides
of the blade from the thick back to the cut-
ting edge. | |

I will describe a polishing device embody-
ing my invention and then pointoutthe novel
features in the appended claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a polish-
ng deviceembodying myinvention and show-
ing the same as in use. Fig. 2 is a section
through the line 2 2 of Fig. 3, and Fig. 3 isa
front end view.

Thepolishing device comprises abase 1 and
a rocking member 2, both here shown as rec-
Projected upward from the sides
of the base and extending the entire length
thereof are side pieces or flanges 3, to which
the rocking member is pivoted, the pivotal
point 4 being intermediate of the ends of said
rocking member, for a purpose to be herein-
after described. The lower surface of the
rocking member, rearward of the pivotal

point, i8 beveled upward and outward, as at

5, and the opposite surface of the base is bev-
eled downward and outward, as at 6. Thus
beveling the parts permits the rocking mem-
ber to be rocked upward, as indicated by
dotted linesin Fig. 2. It isto be understood,
however, that the same result would obtain
were only one of the parts provided with a
bevel, or, in fact, the base might terminate

5o slightly rearward of the pivotal point of the

rocking member, and in such event it would
not be necessary to provide the bevel 5.

J

T'he lower surface of the rocking member 2
is provided with a polishing-cushion 7, and
the npper surface of the base 1 is provided
with a polishing-cushion 8. These cushions
may consist of rubber or other suitable ma-
terial, and, as here shown, they are trans-
versely corrugated. Itisdesigned thata pol-
ishing material—such, for instance, asa mix-
ture of emeryorthelike—shall be placed upon
the polishing-cushions, and by providing the
corrugations it is obvious that a considerable
supply of polishing material may be provided
by foreing it into the corrugations.
noted that the corrugations of one cushion
pass between or intermesh with the corruga-
tions of the other cushion, so that when the
cushions are together the corrugations will
take up a small amount of polishing material
to operate on the blades.

On theinnersurface of one of the side pieces
or flanges 3 18 affixed a polishing-cushion 9,
designed for the polishing of the back of a
knife-blade. 'This cushion 9 extends sub-
stantially the whole length of the side piece
or flange, and the adjacent edge of the rock-

Iing member 2 is cut away, as at 10, to accom-

modate the projection of the cushion 9. One
of the members (here shown as the base mem-
ber 1) has its top edge surface adjacent to the
cushion 9 inclined downward and outward,
thus providing a varying space between the
polishing-surfaces at this point.
of this is to provide for the bearing of the
polishing-cushions evenly upon the two sur-
faces of the knife-blade, which, as is well
known, is varied in thickness from its back
to 1ts cutting edge. |

To prevent the device from slipping on a
table or other smooth surface, I provide the
bottom of the base 1 with rubber plates 11,
as here shown, one at each end. ”

In operation one hand of the operatoristo
be placed palm down upon the upper surface

It will be
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of the rocking member, with the fingers pro-

Jected rearward of the pivotal point 4, as
plainlyindicated in Fig.1. Byexerting pres-
sure with the fingers upon the rocking mem-
ber rearward of the pivotal point the said
member will be rocked, as indicated in Fig. 2.
Then the knife-blade may be inserted and the
rocking member moved thereon, after which
the knife-blade is to be moved back and forth
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to polish the sides and also to polish the back.
Of course at this time the greatest pressure
of the hand will be upon the rocking member
forward of its pivotal point. After polishing
the blade it is only necessary to relieve the
pressure forward of the pivotal point and rock
the rocking member, as before described, and

~insert another knife-blade for polishing.

It will be seen by this construction or the
arrangement of therocking memberrelatively
to the base that it is not necessary for an op-
erator to remove his hand from the rocking
member during the operation of inserting or
removing the knife-blades, as would be the
case were the two members hinged together

- at the extreme rear end.

20

Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A polishing devwe comprising a- base
havingupwardly-pr ogected side pieces,a rock-
ing member having pivotal connection with
the side pieces 11’.‘[1361 mediate of its ends, pol-
ishing-cushions on the opposing surfaces of
the members, and a polishing-cushion on one
of the side pieces, substantially as specified. |

2. A polishing device, comprising a base
member having upwardly - projected side
pieces, a rocking member having pivotal con-

‘nection with sald side pieces intermediate of

its ends, and corrugated polishing-cushions
on the opposing surf&ces of the two members,
the corrugations of one cushion being ar-
ranged to intermesh with the cormga,tmnb of
the other cushion, substantially as specified.

3. A polishing device, comprising a base

member having upwardly - extended side
pleces, a I‘OCklIlﬂ' member having pivotal con-
nection with sald side pieces 1ntermed1&te of
its ends, polishing-cushions on the opposing
surfaces of said members, and a polishing-
cushion attached to the inner surface of one
of the side pieces, one of the sald members
at the side near the last-named polishing-
cushion being beveled, so as to provide a
oradually -increasing distance between the
members, substantially as specified.

JAMES WHITTENHAM.
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