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10 all whomv it may concerm:

Be it known that I, HENRY D. WIARD, a
citizen of the United States, residingat North
Temescal, in the county of Alameda and State
of California, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Trunk-Straps, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
trunk-straps, the object of my invention be-

ing to provide a trunk-strap which can be fas-

tened and tightened with rapidity and ease

and which will, moreover, strengthen and re-

inforce the trunk more effectually than the
straps at present in use. |

My invention therefore resides in the novel
construction, combination, and arrangement
of parts devised for the above purposes, here-
inafterfully specified, and particularly point-
ed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawing the figure is

a perspective view of my improved trunk- |

strap in position on a trunk, the trunk itself
being shown in dotted lines.

The full lines representing my device ap-
plied to a trunk, which itself is shown in
dotted lines, 1 represents angle-irons which
extend along thelower edges of the sidesof the
trunk and rest against the marginal portions
of said sides and of the bottom of the trunk.

Each angle-iron has four apertures 2 in 1ts

)

vertical member 38 and immediately below

them four apertures 4 in its horizontal mem- |

ber 5, and through said apertures passes an
endlesscordorrope 6. Said rope passes from

each aperture 2 toits corresponding aperture -

4 inside the angle-iron, so as to lie between
said angle-iron and the trunk. It is thus

otherwise be subjected to in the handling of
thetrunk. Theendlessrope6 passes straight

across the trunk from the apertures at one |

end in the front to the apertures at the same
end in the rear, then upward and over the

“rearedge of the top of the trunk, then through

a loop 7 of the tongue member 3 of a strap,
then again over the rear edge of the top and
down to the bottom of the rear side of the
trunk, then to and around a pulley 9 (shown
in dotted lines) in a block 10, located under
the center of the trunk, and then to the other
end of the trunk, at which end it occupies pre-
cisely the same position as that already de-

| seribed at the first end.

_ In like manner in
the front of the trunk the endless rope is car-
ried upward in two loops, one at each end of
the trunk, passed through loops 11 in the
buckle members 12 of the straps, and below
the trunk the endless rope coming from the
front side passes round a pulley 13 (shown
in dotted lines) in the block 10. DBy this ar-
rangement it is provided that the tension
throughout the rope is uniform and the lid
is held down with the same pressure at both
ends. |

A most important feature, however, of my

| invention resides in the employment of the

eyes 14,which are passed over the loops of the
rope at the front and rear of the trunk. They
are adapted to be slid along said loops away

from the strap members and will then in-

crease the tension of the rope and the pres-
sure on the lid. Thus there 18 provided a
means of tightening the straps by the appli-
cation of a comparatively small force and
without the necessity of the violent exertion
at present required with ordinary straps, and
the device is therefore of especial value for
use with ladies’ trunks. The eyes 14 are pref-
erably made of leather to prevent slipping
along the ropes.

It will readily be seen that the device af-
fords good protection to the trunk against
rough handling.

It will be seen that the rope 5 is zigzagged
or bent into loops of two series, the loops of
one series extending above the top and be-
low the bottom of the trunk from the front
and those of the other from the rear. These
loops are drawn tight around the trunk by
the tension of the straps 8, transmitted also
through the block 10, and then this tension is
increased by the auxiliary tightening means—
namely, the eyes 14.

I claim— .

1. In a trunk-strap, the combination of a
rope zigzagged or bent into loops, means for
drawing oppositely-facing loops together, to
tighten the rope around a trunk, and eyes on
loops of the series, adapted to be passed along
the loops to increase the tension, substantially

| as described.

2. In a trunk-strap, the combination of the
angle-irons having each apertures at four

| points in its length, rope-sections passed
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through the end apertures straight under-
neath and around the trunk, rope-sections

 passed through the intermediate apertures

obliquely underneath and around the trunk,

and strap members for tightening the rope-
sections, substantially as deseribed. |
3. In a trunk-strap, the combination of an-

- gle-irons each having apertures at four points

15

20

in 1t8 length, an endless rope passed through
sald apertures having two loops at front and
attherear, and strap members passed through
said loops for drawing the same together, sub-
stantially as deseribed. |

4. In a trunk-strap, the combination of an-
gle-irons, an endless rope extending from one

angle-iron tothe other,a pulley-block between
the angle-irons having two pulleys around

which said rope passes, said rope being

formed into two loops at the front and also
at the rear, and straps connecting the loops,
substantially as desecribed. |

r

5. Inatrunk-strap, the combination of con-

vergent looped ropes extending up the front
and rear of the trunk, strap members con-
necting the loops over the top of the trunk
and eyes passed over each loop and adapted
to be slid therealong for tightening said loops,
substantially as deseribed.
- 6. In a trunk-strap, the combination of the
angle-irons 1, the endless rope 6 extending
between the angle-irons, the pulley-block 10,
having pulleys 9, 13, around which said rope
passes, the strap members 8, 12 connecting
loops in said rope, and the eyes 14 for tighten-
ing sald rope, substantially as desecribed.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my

hand in the presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses. |
HENRY D. WIARD.
Witnesses: |
-~ C. C. HAMILTON,
B. F. EDWARDS.
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