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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

ALVA MAHANNAH AND CHARLES H. BERGER,

OF CASNER, ILLINOIS.

HOGETRAP. "

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 619,196, dated February 7, 1899.
Application filed June 9, 1898, Serial No. 682,982, (No model.)

1o all whom it muay concern:

Beit known that we, ALvA MAHANNAH and
CHARLES H. BERGER, citizens of the United

States, residing at Casner, in the county of
Macon and State of Illinois, have invented |
stanchions and adapted to engage an eye or

certain new and useful Improvements in
Hog-Traps, of which the following is a speci-
fication, reference being had therein to the
accompa,nying dmwings.

This invention relates to the care of live
stock, and more especially to hog-traps or
such machines as are used for catching and
holding hogs, sheep, and the like while ring-
ing or performing other operations on them;
and the object of the same is to produce im-
provements in devices of this character.

To this end the invention consists in the

described and claimed and as illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, wherein—
Figure 1 is a perspective view of this de-
vice in position ready to receive the animal.
Fig. 2 is an elevation of the outer end of the
front framework, showing the stanchions
turned over to the left and hooked. Fig. 3
18 a detail showing the adjustment at the
lower ends of the stanchions. Fig. 4is a de-
tail in section, showing the engagement of
the catch and the door as swung open.
Referring to the said drawings, the nu-
meral 1 designates the rear framework, and 2
the front framework, which parts are con-

nected by a flooring 3, with suitable sides 4 |

and o, whereof the latter is adapted to be let
down, as shown in full lines in Fig. 2. The

front framework is double, as 111ust1ated In

Fig. 4, and between the parts and near the
110'111: side thereof is pivoted a pair of upright
stanehions 6 and 7, both of which are dished
or cut away, as at 8, at opposite points within
the framework. "The left stanchion 6 is piv-

oted on a bolt 9 through the front frame- |

work, and 10 is a strap projecting from its
foot (see Fig. 3) through a slot in the foot of
the right stanchion 7 and provided with a
number of holes 11 to receive a bolt 12. By
this means the distance apart of these two
stanchions at their lower ends can be ad-
justed as desired. In the front portion of

the front standard 2 is hinged a door 13,
adapted to be fastened and closed by suit-
able buttons 14 and when in this position to

| close the left half of this framework. When

the buttons are disengaged and the door
swung open, the entire framework will be
open, as 1s clear.

15 is a hook connected with one .of the

staple 16 on the top of the framework 2 when
the stanchions are upright or another eye or
staple 17 on the left side of this framework

when the stanchions are inclined, as de-

seribed below. IHowever, any other suibable
means may be employed for holding the
stanchions in their proper positions.

The upper ends of the stanchions are con-
nected by a toggle-lever comprising a link

member 20, pwoted to one (here the left)

stanchion, and a hand-lever 21, pivoted to the
otherstanchion, these twomembers being piv-
otally connected at 22 between the stanchions,
as shown. Inthe presentinstance the hand-
lever 21 extends out to the right and is curved
upward, as shown, whereby it will clear the
framework when the stanchions are turned
over to the left.

23 is a strap connected at 24 to the right
stanchion and passing through a slot 25 in
the hand-lever, at which poiut it is engaged
by a set-screw 26. DBy this means after the
hand-lever has been depressed to draw the

stanchions toward each other to the proper
extent the set-screw 26 is tightened on the

strap 23 to hold the stanchmns in that 1e]:€m-
tive posﬂ:mn

27 1s a catch mounted at its upper end on
the pivot 22 and depending beyond the far-
ther side of the front framework 2, its hook
28 engaging beneath this framework when the

lever is raised, and its lower end 29 at this

time standing in the path of, but beyond, the
opening between the dished portions §of the
two stanchions.

All parts of this device are of the desired

sizes, shapes, proportions, and materials, and
congiderable change in and addition to the
specific details of construction may be made
without departing from the principle of our
invention. |

In operation the device is set up at the
smaller end of a suitable runway, as usual,
and into this runway are driven the hogs or
other animals to be treated. IPassing out said
smaller end one animal enters the opening
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- through the rear framework and passes over

- 27.

the ﬂoormo' 3 toward the other end, finally
putting his head through the opening be-

tween the stanchions a,nd pressing his nose

against or under the lower end 29 of the catch
This movement disengages the hook 28

~ of said cateh from beneath the front frame-
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work, as will be clear, and the heavy outer
end of the lever 21 1mmed1ately falls, thus
drawing the two stanchions to':rether and
clamping them against opposite Sldes of the
animal’sneck.
ened on the strap 23 at the point it occupies
within the slot 25, and the operator is pre-
pared to ring the nose of the animal or per-
form such other treatment asmay berequired.

the animal on its side, and in order to do this

the door 13 is swung open, so as to permit the

animal’s head to swing over to the left, the
hook 15 is dlsenvaged from the eye 16 the

handle 21 grasped.and pushed to the left and

both stanchions turned about the pwot 9 to

the position shown in Fig. 2, when the hook-

15 is engaged with the staple 17. Obviously
ropes may be led from suitable rings or other
pointsin the device to tie and support or hold
the animal’s legs.

‘We consider the adjustment at the lower
ends of the stanchions as particularly impor-

tant in this connection for the reason that
“when the device is used upon hogs whose
necks are broad and fat the st&nchmns must

stand normally farther apart than when it is
used upon sheep or smaller animals. - Ob-

viously the adjustment at this point must be
- made before the animal enters, and clearly it

is effected by removing the bolt 12, sliding
the lower end of the rwht stanchmn out or
in on the strap 10, and reinserting the bolt
through another of the holes 11.
shown and described this form of adjustment

~as giving our preferred arrangement of this
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- the combination with a slotted framework, a
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point, although we reserve the right to em-
ploy other adjustments, 1f found more desir-

able, or to omit entirely. -

Having thus deseribed ourinvention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent, is—

1. In a dewce of -the character described,
the combination with a slotted framework, a
pairofsubstantially upright stanchionsthere-
in, and means-for approximating their upper
ends of a pivot through the framework and
the lower end of one smnchlon a strap lead-
ing from this stanchion throun'h the other

| stanchmn and having a number of holes in its
body, and a bolt throuwh the last-mentioned

stanchion and one of 5&1(1 holes, as and for
the purpose set forth.
2. In a device of the eharacter described,

pairof substantially uprightstanchions thel e-
in, a toggle-lever connecting the upper ends
of sald sta,nchlons, one lmk thereof being i

“We have

i

continued into a handle provided with a slot,
a strap attached to one stanchion and pr OJect-
ing through said slot, and a set-screw in the
handle bearing on sa,id strap; of a pivot
through the framework and the lower end of

one stanchion, a strap leading from this stan-
‘chion through the other stanchion and hav-
ing a munbel of holes 1in its body, and a bolt

through the last-mentioned stanchion and
one of said holes, as and for the purpose set

Torth.
The set-screw 261s then tight- |

3. In a device of the character deserlbed,
the combination with a slotted framework, a
pairofsubstantially uprightstanchions there-
in, a toggle-lever connectmﬂ' the upper ends
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of sald stanchions, one link thereof being con-
Insome cases it becomes necessary to throw | tinued into a handle provided with a slot a

strap attached to one stanchion and: pro;ect-—

1ing through said slot, and a set-serew in the

handle bearing on said strap; of a boltthrough

| the framework and the lower end of one
stanchion, and means for loeking the lower

end of the other stanchion at adjusted posi-
tions from the lower end of the first stanchion,
‘as and for the purpose set forth.

4. In a device of the character described,
the combination with an open framewmk
having a transverse slot, a pair of stanchions

connected at their lower ends and pivoted in
the framework so as to move within said slot
“and a toggle-lever connecting the upper ends

of said stanchions, one link thereof being con-
tinued into a handle; of a door adapted to
close the portion of the framework unoccu-

pled by the stanchions when they stand up-
right, and a catch depending from the pivot
of the toggle and having a hook engaging the
top of the framework when the stanchlons--

are open, the lower end of the catch project-

ing into the space between the stanchmns as

and for the purpose set forth.

5. In a device-of the character deeerlbed
the combination with a substantially 16(313&11-
gular framework having a transverse slot, a
pair of stanchions pivotally connected at their

lower ends to the framework within this slot

and when upright standing at the right side
of the framework, and means for approxi-
mating their upper ends and locking them in
adjusted position; of a door adapted to close

the left portion of the framework, a hook on

one stanchion, an eye on the framework at a

point to be engaged by said hook when the

stanchions are upmrrht and another eye on
the framework adapted to be engaged by said
hook when the stanchions are 111(3111166! all as
and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof we affix our signa-

tures in presence of two witnesses. -

ALVA MAHANNAM.
CHARLES H. BERGER.

Witnesses:
MARION DAVIS,
-W. A. FLECK.
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