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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM HENRY NICHOLS STEED, OF ADELAIDE,

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

SCORING-BOARD FOR CYCLING OR OTHER SPORTS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 619,053, dated Februarﬁr 7, 18909, '
' Applioation flled Octoher 0, 1897, Serial No, 654,161, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, WILLIAM HENRY NICH-
OLS STEED, clerk, a sub,]ect of the Queen of

‘Great Brltmn a,nd Ireland, and a resident of

Eagle Chambers, King William street, Ade-
laide, in the Colony of South Australia, have
invented new and useful Improvements in
Scoring-Boards for Cycling or other Sports,
(for which I have obtained patents in South
Australia, No. 3,077, dated November 2, 1895;
in Vietoria, No. 12,647, dated November 6,
1895, and in New South W&les No.6,174, dated
November 7,1895,) of which the follo‘;:'snn«rJP s &
speclﬁeatlon

This invention relates to means for exhibit-

ing the results of races and otherinfor ma,tmn
conneeted therewith.

The object of my invention is to enable the.-
‘results and particulars in question to be ex-

hibited more quickly and completely than
heretofore to spectators all around an oval
Or race-course upon a board situated prefer-
ably centrally within the oval or course and
to enable this to be done with a much smaller
amount of labor than hitherto. The manipu-
lation of my board may be done with great;
ease and rapidity by one or two men. |

- In order that my invention may be clearly

understood, I will desceribe the same with ref-

5 erence to the accompanying drawings.

Figure 1 is a view of one face, and Fig. 2 is
a view of the other face, of the board, show-
ing on both sides the number of the event,
the time of starting, the seratchings, the num-
bers of the winners, and the time taken in the
race. Fig. 3 shows the board upon its pivot
or pedestal before being used, the apertures
which receive the dual- f&ced pla,tes or cards
being vacant. Fig. 4 isaplan of a stiffening-
frame which 1is apphed to the bottom of the
board, and Fig. 5 is an inverted plan of a
stiffening-frame which is applied to the top of
the board.

The base 10 may be of any desired form, on

which is arranged a vertical spindle 11. This
spindle is secured to the base 10 by bars or

portion passed through suitable journals, as
at 13 and 14, which support the board 15 on
the spindle. The journall3 comprises a ring
16, having pendent lugs or tongues 17 enter-

ing the recesses or grooves in the upper edge
of the ring 18, the rings being secured to the
board by the bars or arms 19, while the jour-
nal 14 comprises two opposed members or
jaws having ears and bolts as securing means,
which when bolted together form a complete
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ring, serving with the rings 16 and 18 to hold

“the board 15 rotatable on the spindle 11.

In order to simplify the construction of the
device and permit the same to be readily
moved from place to place, the board 15 may
consist of two parts or members, as 20 and
20*, to each of which are secured one of the

rings and one member of the journals13 and

14, respectively. The members of the board,
as shown, have the frames 21 and 22 for stiff-
ening and strengthening purposes. These

6o

frames are substantially the same in construe-

tion, and- each consists of a two-part bar 23,
having projecting lips or lugs 24, adapted to
span the edges of the members of the board,

70

to which they may be removably secured by

suitable bolts 25, as shown in Fig. 3. The

parts of the bar 23 are connected by opposed
angular braces 26, which are secured at or

near the angles thereof by the. cross-braces

27 to the inner ends of each part of the bar.

The frames as thus constructed are substan-
tially diamond shape in form and provide
open spaces adapted to fit over the spindle

11 and rigidly hold the members of the board

apart.

The two faces of the board 15 are parti-
tioned into spaces according to the particu-
lars which are required to be exhibited. In
order to enable both faces of the board to be
utilized while only requiring one set of plates

| to be posted, the partitioning and permanent

lettering is arranged in relation to a number
of openings,sothatthe numbers of the scrateh-
ings or starters for the race and the numbers
of the winners of the race may each beshown
on dual-faced plates or cards, as at 28—that
is, plates or cards which have the samenum-
ber, respectively,upon either face—which are

| held in grooves 29 along the top and the bot-

tom of the openings in the board. The mem-
ber 20 of the board has two openings 30 for
the plates 28 to indicate the scratchings or
starters, and the member 20* has four smaller
openings 31 for similar plates to indicate the
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winners.
of the drawings that the face of the board
shown in Fig. 1 displays the same numbers
of scratehings or starters and the same num-
bers of winners asthe other face of the board,
which is shownin Fig. 2, only in different po-
sition in relation to the other and permanent
lettering, which are painted upon each face

-of the board and which answer for every race.

The dual-faced plates or cards might bear
the competitors’ names instead of numbers;

but this would require new sets of plates for |
‘each race and a very much larger board.

Should it be desired to display the num-
bers of the starters in place of the scratch-
ings—for instance, in a final heat—the word

‘“ Seratchings” would be covered by a plate |
In the case of

bearing the word *‘Starters.”
a ‘“Dead-heat” or ‘ Protest” the information
can be conveyed by hanging a plate display-
ing the necessary word where required.

In assembling the device the base 10, with
its spindle 11, is secured to the ground by
pegs or otherwise and the stiffening-frame 22
placed over the spindle, with the lugs 24 ex-
tending upward. The members of the board
are then placed in position, the ring 13 being
first passed over the spindle and then the

- ring 16, after which the two members or jaws
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of the journal 14 are secured together, so as
to hold the board rotatable on the spindle.
At thistime the frame 21 may be slipped over
the spindle in position to have the lugs there-
of engage the upper edge of the board and,
together with the frame 22, may be secured
to the members of the board by bolts 25. The
board may be taken apart for transportation
or storage purposes by reversing the opera-
tion just described.

The dial-hands 32 upon the clock-faces are
set separately on each side for each event,
and separate plates 33, bearing the number
of the event, are held to the opposite faces of
the board by grooved ribs 34, and the plates
35, bearing the time taken in the race, are also
separately held to the opposite faces of the
board by the grooved ribs 36.

The board may be made of any convenient
size, according to the distance from which
the information 1s required to be read, and
may be extended downwardly or otherwise,

and additional information pertaining to the

events exhibited by means of suitable per-
manent printed matter, openings, and plates
upon the same method as that herein de-
seribed. Portions of the board may be util-
ized for displaying advertisements either by
means of permanent lettering or by means of
plates or cards. a

In some of the best appliances heretofore
known for exhibiting results and other infor-
mation to large gatherings of people a three
or four sided frame situated in the center of
the oval has been employed which requires
for the greatest celerity in manipulation as
many men as there are sides to fix the num-

It will be seen from examination | bers. _ :
tained with equal celerity by the operation of

619,053

By my invention the result is ob-

one man, who places the dual-faced plates in

| the grooves at the top and bottom of the open-

|

ings, and thus by the placing of one plate the
information is exhibited on two sides, and by
gently turning the board as and when re-
quired the information is readable from all
parts of the oval, so that every spectator has
the opportunity of seeing the complete re-
sults. |

The board may be slowly rotated continu-
ously, or it may be moved through a quar-
ter of a revolution at stated times by any con-
venient handle or other connection. A sim-

ple and convenient method of holding and ro-

tating the board is a cord attached atits cen-
ter to one of the corners of the board.

It will be seen that the whole appliance is
portable and can be placed at any desired po-
sition, preferably near the center of the oval,
and since it is supported upon the vertical
spindle it may be turned into such a position
that all the spectators may obtain a clear
view without obstruction of any particularly
important point—such, for instance, as the
finishing-mark. |

Having now particularly deseribed and as-
certained the nature of mysaidinvention and
in what manner the same is to be performed,
I declare that what I claim is—

1. In a scoring-board for exhibiting the re-

sult of races, the combination with a suitable

spindle and support therefor, of a two-part
board having suitable openings therethrough,
and plates or cards displaying the same in-
formation on both sides adapted to beremov-
ably held in the openings in the board, sub-
stantially as described.
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- 2. Adeviceof thecharacter described, com-

prising a suitable spindle and asupportthere-

for, a two-part board having suitable open-
ings therethrough journaled on said spin-
dle, substantially diamond-shaped stiffening-
frames arranged at the upperand lower edges
of the board for removably and rigidly secur-
ing the parts thereof together, and informa-
tion plates or cards adapted to be removably
held in the openings in the board, substan-
tially as described. -

3. In a device of the kind described, the
combination with asuitable spindleand a sup-
port therefor, of a two-part board having suit-
able openings therethrough, plates or cards
arranged in the openings, and journals com-
prising two members removably held together
and fitting over the spindle so as torevolubly
and removably hold the parts of the board to
sald spindle, substantially as desecribed.

4. In a device of the kind desecribed, the

| combination with asuitable spindle and asup-

port therefor, of-a two-part board having suit-
able openings therethrough, plates or cards
arranged in the openings, journals compris-
ing two members removably held together
and fitting over the spindle so as torevolubly

ITO

1.15

125

130




...........

o

d

619,053 ' - 3

and removably hold the parts of the board
to said spindle, and substantially diamond-
shaped stiffening-frames arranged at the up-

per and lower edges of the board for readily
removing and rigidly securing the parts of the

board together, substantially as deseribed.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

h

' my invention I have sighed my name, in the

presence of two witnesses, this 16th day ot
August, 1897.
' ~ WILLIAM HENRY NICHOLS STEED.
Witnesses: ) ' '
CHARLES NICHOLAS COLLISON,
ARTHUR GORE COLLISON.
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