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To all whom it may concermn.:
Be it known thatI, CHARLES L.. WEICHELT,
a subject of the Emperor of Germany, resid-

ing in the city and county of Philadelphia,

s State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Textile Clamps,
which improvement is fully set forth in the
following specification and accompanying
drawings. | | |

10 My invention relates to a clamp employed
in fabrie-stretching machines or in tentering-
machines and which is adapted to firmly
hold the fabric while being properly shaped
or stretched, the novel feature of the same

15 being pointed out in the claim that follows
the specification.

Figure 1 represents a side elevation of a
clamp in a closed position embodying my in-
vention, the same being also shown in dotted

20 lines in open position. Ifig. 2 represents a
top or plan view thereof. Iig. 3 represents a
front view thereof. |

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the figures. -

2t Referring to the drawings, A designates a
traveler or link which is mounted upon or
forms a part of an endless belt, as is usualin
clamps of this class. Secured to said trav-
eler on the side adjacent to the fabric to be

3o stretched is the arm B, whose end carries the
bed or table C, on whose lower side are the
ears D, on which is mounted the lower limb
of the swinging frame E, whose upper limb
has pivoted thereon the swinging plate F,

35 which is provided with the handle or lever G
for operative purposes, it being noticed that

the plate is so mounted or of such length that

its forward motion is limited by contact of
~ its lower edge with the table C, near the outer

40 end of the latter, so that the tendency of
said plate is to tighten against said table, es-
pecially so when drawn outward by the action
of the fabric held on said table and engaged
by said edge.

45 The stationary arm B is depressed down-
‘wardly, forming lan elbow, as at I, so that
when the plate F is removed from the table
it may enter said depression H and allow said
plate, and consequently the arm B, to descend

so to a greater extent than if said arm B re-
mained parallel throughout its length with

said table, and said plate F 18 set back com- |

pletely from said table C, leaving the latter
entirely unoccupied, as shown by the dotted

55 lines, Fig. 1, this action being assisted by ' |

| havingthe pivots or axisof theframe E which

carries said plate beneath the table, at or near
the outer end thereof, whereby the upper
limb of said frame may be placed in a posi-
tion to a considerable extentrearward of said 6o
table, as also illustrated by the dotted lines,
Fig. 1. | |

It will be seen that when the fabricis placed
on the table, which constitutes a stationary
jaw, and the frame E raised to its full extent 65

‘the plate F, which constitutes a movable jaw,

then drops over the fabricand tightens there-

against, and the lateral or outward strain of
‘the fabric will cause said plate to hold the

latter in a tight and immovable manner. 70
When the plate is raised, which it will be

in rearward direction, the fabric is released

of the clamping action of the same, and the

frame E will then drop with said plate tothe

position shown in dotted lines, Fig. 1, thus 75

entirely removing the plate from the fabrie,

‘it being seen that the table or stationary jaw

C is entirely cleared or uncovered as the jaw

' F, the lever G, and the frame E are thrown

rearward of said table or jaw, and said frame 8o
E, owing to its axial connection, as stated,
has a long leverage in its descent, so that it
immediately sinks and seats the jaw Fin the
depression H, while when the frame is raised
the jaw F is quickly placed in operative posi- 35
tion over the jaw or table C. |
The machine to which the clamp is applied

may be so organized as to have a movable
member engage the lever or handle G, and
thus raise the plate F and place it in a posi- go
tion for clamping the fabric to be stretched
and. afterward cause the operation of said
plate to release the fabriec. | |

- Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 95

Patent, 18— _

In a clamp of the character stated, an arm,
a stationary jaw on said arm, a pivotal frame
mounted on said jaw, a movable jaw having
its bearing on said frame, and a lever onsaid 100
movable jaw, said arm having a depression
rearward of the stationary jaw,and said frame
having one of its limbs above the stationary
jaw and another limb below the same, the axis
of said frame being on the under side of the 105
stationary jaw at the forward end thereof.
CHARLES L. WEICHELT.
Witnesses:
JOHN A. WIEDERSHEIM,
"~ ARTHUR JONES,
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