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Application filed September 15, 1898,

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, GEORGE RILEY HOW-

"ARD, a citizen of the Umted States, residing at
Neola, in the county of Pottawattamie .:md |

State of Jowa, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in .Mail-Bags, of which the
following is a specification.

My obJeet is to facilitate the opemnﬂ' and
closing of amaitl-bagand to produce a simpler,
stronger, more et clent and durable means
of seeurely closing and 1ockmn it as required
for protecting and carr ying mall matter.

My invention consists in the form of the
top of the bag-and the arrangement and com-
bination ther ew1th of mech@m%m for closing

-and locking the top and means for de‘raeh—
ably connecting labels therewith, as herein-.

after set forth, pomted out in my Olmms and
illustrated in the accom panying dra,wmn's in
Whlch—-— |

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a mail-
bag open and distended at the top and in po-
Sibion as required for placing mail - matter
thereinadvantageously. Fig.2isaside view
of the top portion of the bag, showing 1t flat,
closed, and locked and a label attached bear-

- ing marked directions relative to where it is
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to go. Fig. 3 is a sectional view on the line
x « of Fig. 2, showing the relative positions
of the overlym parts when the bag is closed
and locked and marked with a label Fig.
4 is a perspective of the label-holding device
connected with the pivoted out81de ba;r of the
locking mechanism.

The 16131361’ A designates a bag, preferably
made of leather, that may vary in size, as de-

- sired.
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B is an extension of the bag at one mde
of its top portion (preferably integral) and
adapted to serve as a flap to.be doubled down

~over the top portion of the other and lower

side, ::LS'Shown in Kig. 2. _
¢ and ¢’ are mating straight metal bars riv-

eted to the opposite sides "of the top edge of

the flap B to bind and stiffen the top edﬂ'e
and to produce a joint at the center of the
flap that will allow it to bend outward, as
shown.

d and d’ are straight metal bars riveted to
the outside of that portion of the top of the

bag that is designed to be covered by the flap |

‘moved.

| B when the bag is closed and to extend par-
allel with the bars ¢ and ¢ on the edge of the

flap, as shown in Fig. 2. They are hinged to-
gether at their inner ends, and the bar d' ter-

minates in an eye f, adapted for attaching a

padlock thereto. The end of the bar d hasa
short.portion g of a jointed flat bar H pivoted
thereto in such a manner that the bar will
hang down at the side of the bag when open

and, as shown in Fig. 1, be out of the way

while placing mail-matter in the bag. It is
also adapted to be extended across- the flap

B and in parallel position with the fixed bars

¢ and ¢ and d and d', asshown in Figs. 2 and
3, to securely fasten the flap B as required

to close the bag.
The free end of the bar H- termmates in an
eye f', adapted to overlie and coincide with

the eye f on the end of the bar d asrequired

to securely connect the bars by passing the
hook or shackle of a padlock through the co-

‘inciding eyes and then fastening it in the lock

in the manner padlocks are operated.
A label-holder is combined with the bar H,

-and consists of a metal plate k, riveted at its

end portions to the outside flat face of the
bar H and provided with an elongated open
space between its fixed end portions.

m is a flat plate pivotally secured to one
end of the plate & and to the bar I by means
of one of the rivets, so it will have a hinged
connection with the bar H and adapted for
doubling a flexible label around it, as shown

in Figs. 3 and 4, and securely holding the la-

bel in place, as shown in Fig. 2, so the direc-
tions or address on the label will be visible
through the open space in the fixed plate k.

nisan integral finger-hold and clasp on the
free end of the hinged label-holder m, adapted
to overlie the top edge of the bar H and to
aid in retaining it in parallel position with
the bar, as required to keep the label securely

fasten ed

Itisobvious a label can be readily removed

by drawing the hinged plate outward, soanew
label may be put in the place of the one re-
It is also obvious that by doubling
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a flexible label around the hinged plate m it

is thereby readily and securely placed in
proper position relative to the fixed plate m,
having an elongated slot, through which the

100




10

5

20

25

30

directions on the label will be visible, by sim-
ply pressing the plate m into its normal and
parallel position with the bar I and plate K.

I am aware that label-holders have been
detachably connected with mail - bags; but
my manner of utilizing a locking-bar that is
permanently connected with a mail-bag as an
essential portion of a label-holder 18 new and
oreatly advantageous in the art to which my
invention pertains.

Having thus described the construction
and function of each operative part, the prac-
tical operation and utility of my invention
will be readily understood, and what I claim,
and desire tosecure by Letters Patent there-
for, 1s— | .

1. In amail-bag a label-holderconsisting of
a metal locking-bar permanently connected
with the bag, a metal plate having an elon-
gated opening in its central portion and its
end portions fixed to the outside face of said
bar, and a flat metal plate hinged at one of
its ends between the locking-bar and the said
metal plate fixed to the bar, to operate 1n the
manner set forth.

2. In a mail-bag, an extension or flap at the
top, metal bars fixed to the top edge of the
flap on its outside to extend to the center of
the flap, metal bars fixed to the inside of the
flap and the metal bars on the outside, a
jointed metal bar fixed to the outside of the
bag near its top edge and provided with an
eye at one end and a jointed bar pivotally
connected with the other end of said fixed

2 619,022

bar and provided with an eye at its free end

to operate in the manner set forth for the
purposes stated. |

3. A mail pouch or bag comprising an open-
topped bag having a flap extending upward
at one side and adapted to be doubled down
to overlie the top portion of the other side
of the bag, metal bars fixed to the outside
and inside of the top edge of the flap in over-
lying positions to extend from the corners
of the flap to its center, a jointed metal bar

having an eye at one end fixed to the outside

of the top portion of the bag, a straight bar
having a joint near one end pivoted to the
end of the said jointed fixed bar and provided
with an eye at its other end and a label-hold-
ing device fixed to the said jointed and piv-
oted bar, and a United States mail-lock adapt-
ed to be connected with the eyes of the fixed
jointed bar and the pivoted bar having a joint
near its pivoted end, all arranged and com-
bined to operate in the manner set forth for
the purposes stated.

4. The mail-bag lock-bar H permanently
connected with a mail-bag, the plate , having
an elongated opening and the plate m having
an integral projection 7 arranged and com-
bined as shown and described for the pur-
poses stated. |

GEORGE RILEY HOWARD.

Witnesses:
H. MENDEL,
W. . KiILLPARK.
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