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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, WILLIAM K. PAGE, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Los |

Angeles, in the county of Los Angeles and
State of California, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Signs, of which the

- following is a specification.
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My 1nven131011 relates partlcillal ly to street-
signs; but it is adapted for house-signs and
for signs for various other purposes.

- Street—swns in large cities are particularly

subject to the attacks of small boys, and a
sign which s capableof m utilation or destruec-

tion very soon isinsucha condlmon as toren-
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der it of little use.

The particular object of my invention is to
produce a sign which will be practically in-
destructible, will be distinet and easily read,

and one which may be coated with a lumi-

nous preparation and such preparation her-

metically protocted from the influence of the

atmosphere and weather, so as to thereby pre-
serve its luminous quahtles for an indefinite

- period of time.
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- whereby I am enabled to produce a sign of
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plate.
- with a luminous preparation, (indicated by

50

My invention comprises the various fea-
tures of construetion and combinations of
parts hereinafter fully set forth and claimed,

this character at slight cost, but of hwhly ar-
tistic and finished appearance.

The accompanying drawings illustrate my
invention.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a street-
sign embodying my invention. FKig. 2 1s a

fragmental view of the same, having portions

broken away to reveal the construction. Kig.
3 18 a cross-section of myimproved sign, show-
ing the arrangement of parts before the over-
turned edges of the stencil-sheet are clamped
downward upon the edges of the body-plate.
Fig. 41is a cross-section of the same after the
pmts are clamped together.

In the drawings, A represents the body-
This body-plate is preferably coated

A’;) butit may be covered with enamel or may
be made of ametal of a color differentfrom the
color of the stencil-sheet, so that that portion
of the body-plate which shows through the
stenciled letters will contrast with the stencil-
sheet.

b is the stencil-sheet, which is p1 owded

] with the Stencll letters B’ cut throm*h the

sheet, and has two of its top and bottdm edges

b0 overtur ned, as clearly shown in the draw-
ings.

In order that the sign may be ad&pted to

be seen plainly at mﬂ'ht as well as in the day-

time, I prefer to ,coa,t the body-plate with a

luminous preparation A’. Thus when the

body -plate is arranged behind the stencil-
sheet the luminous preparation appears
through the stencil-letters and in the night
glow so brightly as to be plainly read even at
a considerable distance. In order to prevent
deterioration of the luminons paint or prepa-
ration, I protect such preparation by arrang-
ingin frontof it a transparent protecting sheet

or layer C.

[ am aware that protecting the luminous
preparation by asheet of glassis not new, and
I lay no claim to such construetmn herein,
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since glass may be easily broken and cannot

be successfully used in the construction which
I employ,and since the parts are clamped to-

gether under a very heavy pressure, which

75

would cause the olass plate to become broken

if subjected thereto In order to overcome
this vital objection, I use celluloid for this pur-

pose, since it is not easily broken and is prac-

tically indestructible by the elements. In

~order that the luminous preparation may be

protected to the highest degree, I attach this

‘transparent sheet to the face of the body-

plate by a narrow strip or layer of white lead
orother cementing material (indicated by C')
applied around the ed ges of the body-plate,
care being taken that the cementing material

does not cover any portion of the “luminous

preparation which should appear through the
stencil-letters. White lead or other durable
cementing material is also preferably placed
in the grooves b’ formed by the overturned

| edges of the stencil-sheet, so that when the
body-plate,with its superim posedtransparent

layer, is inserted into place and the oveturned
edges of the stencil-sheet are clamped firmly
down thereupon the material will hermetic-
ally close the grooves and any space which
might otherwise exist between theedge of the
body-plate and the walls of the groove. Dy

turning over the top edge of the sign a per-
fect closure is formed which prevents theen-
trance of dew or rain between the body-plate
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and the transparent sheet, while the cement
which fills the lower groove forms a hermet-
ical closure at the bottom of the sign. Even
without the cement the side edges of the
celluloid are so firmly clamped between the
stencil-sheet and the body-plate as to form a
joint which is practically water-tight. This
construction insures that neither air nor
moisture can gain entrance between the trans-
parent protecting-layer and the face of the
body-plate,and therebythe luminous prepara-
tion is protected, so that it will maintain its
luminous qualities for an indefinite length of
time.

In practice I propose to make the body-
plate of sheet metal, and the stencil-plate is
also made of sheet-steel and is preferably
copper-plated, soasto resist the action of the
elements. Thesign is secured toa post,wall,
or other support by nails or screws passing
through the perforations B”, arranged in ears
B, projecting from the ends of the stencil-
sheet, and when once placed in position can-
not be defaced nor destroyed by any of the
means ordinarily used in destroying signs.

When the turned-over edges are clamped
down upon the body-plate and the plate of
celluloid, it 1s impossible for any one to re-
move the body-plate without the use of special
tools for unclamping the edges of the stenecil-
sheet therefrom. 7Thus when the sign is se-

cured to a post orin an elevated position, as
is customary, it cannot be injured by boys
throwing stones at it, since the stencil-sheet
pmtect% the sheet of celluoid, and a Dblow

from a rock will not cause the celluoid to

break, as it would a sheet of glass.

Now, having described my invention, what

I claim asnew, and desire tosecure by Letters
Patent, is—
1. A sign comprising a body-plate co&ted
witha Iummous preparation; asheetoftrans-
parent flexible material covering the body-
plate and having its edges hermetically se-
cured thereto; a stencil-sheet arranged cov-
ering the sheet of transparent flexible mate-
rial and having its top and bottom edges
turned over and clamped upon the body-
plate.

2. A sign comprising a body-plate coated
with a laminous material; a protecting-layer
of transparent material arranged upon the
face of the body-plate and cemented thereto;

a stencil-sheet, having turned-over edges

clamped uponthe body-plate, and having the

grooves formed byits turned-over edges filled

with a suitable cement.

WILLIAM E. PAGE.

Vitnesses:
ATLFRED 1. TOWNSEND

JAMES R. TOWNSEND.
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